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England want  
ICC to allow  
substitutes 

 
LONDON: The England and Wales Cricket 
Board is in talks with the International Cricket 
Council (ICC) about allowing coronavirus play-
er substitutions in its upcoming planned test 
series against West Indies and Pakistan, an ECB 
official said. 

ECB director of events Steve Elworthy was 
quoted in British media on Friday saying he 
hoped an agreement would be reached in time 
for those test matches, which the ECB plans to 
hold in “bio-secure” venues in July. 

The ICC currently only allows a player to be 
replaced during a match because of concus-
sion. Under the proposed change, a late substi-
tution would also be allowed on coronavirus 
grounds. Media reports did not specify how the 
procedure would work, including whether it 
would involve testing players. 

“I know there are still some considerations 
from an ICC perspective about a Covid-19 
replacement,” Elworthy told British media. 
“That still needs to be agreed.” 

“This is specifically for Test cricket, and we 
would hope that would be in place well before 
the test series starts in July.” 

Keeping players’ wellbeing in mind, the ICC 
Cricket Committee has already recommended 
banning the use of saliva to shine the ball in 
order to generate swing. 

Cricket West Indies (CWI) gave its approval 
in principle on Friday for the series in England 
which was originally scheduled in June. 

While cricket in England remains suspended 
until July 1, a group of 55 cricketers have been 
asked to return to training to prepare for the 
start of the English summer season.  

Earlier, West Indies cricket chiefs on Friday 
gave their approval to a Test tour of England 
where the team will stay in a “bio-secure envi-
ronment.” 

The Windies were due to play three Tests in 
England in June but the threat of the coron-
avirus has pushed the visit back to July at the 
earliest. 

“The Cricket West Indies (CWI) board gave 
approval in principle for the proposed upcom-
ing West Indies Test tour of England,” said a 
CWI statement. 

“The decision comes only after CWI medical 
and cricket-related representatives and advi-
sors have been involved in detailed discussions 
with the England and Wales Cricket Board 
(ECB), and their own medical and public health 
advisers.” 

It  added: “CWI has also received and 
reviewed detailed plans for players and staff to 
be kept in a bio-secure environment for the 
duration of the tour, with all matches being 
played behind closed doors.” 

The ECB has proposed the Tests will start on 
July 8, 16 and 24 at Hampshire’s Ageas Bowl 
and Lancashire’s Old Trafford. Both those ven-
ues have on-site hotels.  

Meanwhile, the CWI said the touring party 
will use private charter planes while medical 
screenings and individual COVID-19 testing will 
take place for all players and staff. —Agencies

BERLIN: Exciting youngster Kai Havertz broke 
another Bundesliga record on Friday after scoring 
the winner in a 1-0 victory at Freiburg which 
moved Bayer Leverkusen into third place. 

Havertz, 20, became the first player in the histo-
ry of the league to reach 35 goals before turning 21 
years old eight minutes after the break, when he 
combined with Leon Bailey before squeezing home 
under intense pressure from Dominique Heintz. 

The dynamic German was already the youngest 
player to reach 50 and 100 appearances in the 
German top flight and became the youngest ever 
player to score a league goal  for Leverkusen in 
2017. 

Havertz’s goal was his fifth in his four appear-
ance since the Bundesliga returned from its coron-
avirus-enforced break and 
puts Leverkusen a point 
ahead of fourth-placed RB 
Leipzig, who travel to 
Cologne on Monday 
night. 

They are also three 
points ahead of Borussia 
Moenchengladbach in fifth 
ahead of their match with 
Union Berlin today. 

Havertz’s goal was the 
first shot on target in a 
largely drab encounter in which Freiburg could 
have snatched at least a point. Lucas Hoeler missed 
a glaring opportunity for the hosts two minutes 
before the break, pushing wide when sent through 
one-on-one with Leverkusen stopper Lukas 
Hradecky. 

And chasing an equaliser late on, Nils Petersen 
forced Hradecky to save the three points for 
Leverkusen with a fine first time strike that the 
goalkeeper did well to tip away.  

Meanwhile, the Spanish league season will 
resume after a three-month coronavirus lockdown 
on June 11 with the Seville derby, and the 2020-
2021 season will start on September 12, the Spanish 
Sports Council confirmed on Friday. 

The council released a statement saying that the 
Spanish Football Federation (RFEF) and La Liga 
had agreed the format for the 11 remaining rounds 
in the top two Spanish divisions.  

It said the season should be completed by July 
19, “depending on the evolution of the pandemic.” 

Competition will kick off on Thursday, June 11 
when Betis play Sevilla. The rest of the league 
return to action on the weekend of June 13 and 14. 

Earlier on Friday, Javier Tebas, the league presi-
dent told Marca: “The important thing will be to 

know the end date of the 
2019-20 season. The next 
one will  start on 
September 12.” 

The Spanish govern-
ment last week gave La 
Liga the green light to 
resume from the week 
beginning June 8. 

“More than 130 people 
are currently working so 
that everything can be 
done in a new format: the 

travel, the organisation, everything,” said Tebas. 
The German Bundesliga has already played 

three rounds following its restart earlier this month, 
while the English Premier League and Italy’s Serie 
A are also set to return in mid-June. 

But the top-flight seasons in France, Belgium 
and the Netherlands have all  been ended. 
Barcelona led Real Madrid by two points at the top 
of the table when La Liga was halted in March. 

Tebas also said that television viewers would be 

able to choose whether to watch matches, which 
will all be played behind closed doors, with virtual 
sound effects added, an option that has caused 
debate among fans since the Bundesliga resumed. 

He said that he was taking part in a demonstra-
tion of the technology on Friday evening and that 
Javier Guillen, the director of the Tour of Spain, and 

Carmelo Ezpeleta, the boss of Dorna Sports, pro-
moter of the MotoGP championship had also been 
invited. 

“We want to offer an alternative for the fans - 
silence, or the virtualisation of the stands. The tests 
I have seen are interesting, but there will be both 
options,” said Tebas. —AFP

Spanish La Liga confirm season will resume on June 11

Havertz fires Leverkusen  
third with Freiburg winner

FREIBURG: Leverkusen’s German midfielder Kai Havertz (R) and Freiburg’s German defender 
Dominique Heintz vie for the ball during the German first division Bundesliga football match SC 
Freiburg v Bayer 04 Leverkusen on May 29, 2020 in Freiburg. —AFP

Jazz end Blazer5’s  
unbeaten NBA  
2K League start 

 
LOS ANGELES: Kimanni “Splashy” Ingram aver-
aged 27 points as Jazz Gaming swept previously 
unbeaten Blazer5 Gaming on Friday in NBA 2K 
League action. 

In other matches as Week 4 concluded, Mavs 
Gaming ruined NetsGC’s season opener with a 2-
0 series win, Pacers Gaming defeated Pistons GT 
2-0, and Knicks Gaming rallied past Cavs Legion 
GC 2-1. 

Originally due to begin its season March 24, the 
NBA 2K League postponed play because of the 
coronavirus pandemic. On April 27, the league 
announced an initial six-week, online-only schedule, 
with all 23 teams playing eight total matches from 
their home markets. Action finally began May 5. 

Each match is a best-of-three, with the outcome 
of each three-game series counting as one win or 
one loss in the standings. 

The Jazz (2-1) pulled off the surprise of the night 
against Blazer5 (4-1). Splashy scored 28 points and 
handed out nine assists as the Jazz took the opener 
70-61. Spencer “Ria” Wyman contributed 12 points 
and 14 rebounds for the Jazz. Nidal “Mama Im Dat 
Man” Nasser had 22 points and eight assists for 
Blazer5, who got 15 points and 17 boards from 
Dayne “OneWildWalnut” Downey. 

Splashy’s 26 points and six assists were team 
highs as the Jazz sealed the series with a 69-66 
win. Lytel “Lotty” Martin had 19 points for the 
Jazz, and Ria finished with 16 points and eight 
rebounds. Mama Im Dat Man had 35 points and 11 

assists, and OneWildWalnut racked up 10 points 
and 12 rebounds. 

“That all we can ask for,” Ria, the No. 1 overall 
pick in 2019 NBA 2K League draft, said of the vic-
tory. “We dropped one vs. the Kings yesterday, and 
we had to bounce back. This was a must win for us, 
and that’s what we went out and did. ... 

“To be honest, this is what I’ve been waiting for, 
an opportunity to do what I got drafted for. I got 
drafted off of ... dominating people in the paint, so 
when I’m able to get the ball down low and have an 
opportunity to score, ... it’s helping my team out, as 
you can see from the Blazer5 series.” 

Regarding the Jazz’s prospects this season, Ria 
said, “We’re a wild card. On any night, my back-
court can give us 60 (points), I can give us 30, 
Shaka (“Yeah I Compete” Browne) can get you a 
bucket out of the post. He’s just playing amazing 
defense. This is one of the best teams I’ve ever 
played for. ... This is just fun, man. I love this.” 

Justin “Sherm” Sherman scored 30 points and 
recorded nine assists as the Mavs posted a 71-67 
win over the Nets in their series’ first game. Peter 
“PeteBeBallin” Malin added 11 points and 15 
rebounds for the Mavs. Josh “Choc” Humphries had 
34 points and nine assists while Aziz “Shuttles” 
Salem put up 14 points and 10 rebounds for the 
Nets, who became the last of the 23 NBA 2K 
League teams to start their season. 

The Mavs sealed the sweep with a 64-58 victory 
behind 20 points and 16 rebounds from 
PeteBeBallin. Choc put up 37 points in the defeat. 

Nicolas “Swizurk” Grech’s 29-point effort pow-
ered the Pacers to a 79-58 opening win against the 
Pistons. Two Pacers produced double-doubles: 
Eddy “BOHIO” Perez (13 points, 11 assists) and 
Jomar “Jomar” Varela-Escapa (10 points, 16 
rebounds). Cody “LYKaPRO” Hart led the Pistons 
with 18 points, and Joseph “Joseph” Marrero had 16 

points and 19 boards. 
The Pacers sealed the match with a 64-52 deci-

sion, with BOHIO scoring 31 points. Joseph gave the 
Pistons 17 points and 14 rebounds. 

The Knicks took the decisive third game against 
the Cavs 64-55, getting 24 points from Christopher 
“Duck” Charles as well as 12 points and 11 rebounds 
from Robert “CantGuardRob” Nastasi. William 
“Strainer” Morales paced the Cavs with 34 points, 
and Timothy “oLARRY” Anselimo piled up 12 points 
and 14 boards. 

The Cavs won the opener 80-61 as Strainer 
poured in 41 points and oLARRY amassed 13 points 
and 11 rebounds. Duck scored 28 points. 

The Knicks leveled the series with a 67-55 tri-
umph. Malik “OriginalMalik” Hobson had 27 points 
and eight assists for the Knicks, and CantGuardRob 
contributed 16 points and 13 rebounds. Strainer and 
oLARRY each scored 23 points for the Cavs, and 
oLARRY added 15 rebounds. —Reuters

SALT LAKE CITY:  File photo shows, Donovan Mitchell 
#45 of the Utah Jazz shoots the ball against the 
Philadelphia 76ers on November 6, 2019 at 
vivint.SmartHome Arena in Salt Lake City, Utah.  —AFP

European soccer’s  
return to action  
after coronavirus 

 
BERN: Professional soccer leagues 
around Europe are gearing up for a return 
to action following the novel coronavirus 
stoppage, but some are more advanced 
than others. Here is a roundup of the state 
of play: 

GERMANY 
The Bundesliga restarted on May 16, 

games played without fans and with a 
strict health protocol in place. The 
German Cup semi-finals will be played on 
June 9 and 10, with the final scheduled for 
July 4. 

ENGLAND 
The Premier League season will restart 

on June 17 with games between Aston 
Villa and Sheffield United, and 
Manchester City and Arsenal. A full fixture 
list will be played on the weekend of June 
19-21. All games will be played without 
fans in attendance. 

SPAIN 
La Liga will resume on June 11 with the 

local derby between Sevilla and Real 
Betis, the government’s department for 
sport (CSD) has said. 

ITALY 
Italy’s sports minister Vincenzo 

Spadafora said the country’s top-flight 
league has been given the go-ahead to 
restart on June 20. The resumption of the 
league could be preceded by Italian Cup 
matches one week earlier. 

FRANCE 
The season was called off by the gov-

ernment and Paris St Germain crowned 
champions. Olympique Lyonnais said they 
would claim damages after they were 
denied a European spot. Relegated 
Amiens and Toulouse also threatened to 
initiate legal action. 

ALBANIA 
Albania’s federation said the top-flight 

league would begin on June 3. The 
Albanian Cup final will take place on Aug. 
2.   

ANDORRA 
All league matches were postponed on 

March 8. The intention is for the season to 
be completed as planned. 

ARMENIA 
Armenian Premier League resumed on 

May 23. 
AUSTRIA 

The Austrian Bundesliga will resume 
on June 2 with matches played every three 
days. The Austrian Cup final will be played 
on May 29. 

AZERBAIJAN 
The Azerbaijan Premier League had 

planned for a resumption of the competition 
a few weeks after the current lockdown 
ended. The government, however, extended 
the lockdown until May 31, making any 
return to action impossible before June. 

BELARUS 
Belarus was the only country in 

Europe playing soccer amid the coron-
avirus pandemic. The country’s football 
federation postponed one Belarusian 
Premier League match scheduled on May 
15, and one first division (second-tier) 
game scheduled on May 16 due to sus-
pected COVID-19 cases. 

BELGIUM 
Belgium was the first country to cancel 

the rest of its season. Club Brugge were 
formally declared champions on May 15. 
Runners-up Gent will compete in the pre-
liminary rounds of the 2020-21 
Champions League while Sporting 
Charleroi, Royal Antwerp and Standard 
Liege all qualify for the Europa League. 

BOSNIA 
The Bosnian Football Association 

hopes to resume the country’s 12-team 
first division no later than June 13. 

BULGARIA 
Bulgaria’s top division will resume on 

June 5 without spectators in a shortened 
format and end on July 11, the country’s 
football union said. The Bulgarian Cup 
final will take place on July 4, and the fol-
lowing campaign will start on July 25, 
three days after the domestic Super Cup. 
The remainder of the second division sea-
son has been cancelled, with leaders 
CSKA 1948 declared champions. 

CROATIA 
Croatia’s domestic season will resume 

with cup ties on May 30 followed by 
league action on June 5. 

CZECH REPUBLIC 
The top two leagues in the Czech 

Republic resumed on May 23. The plan 
is for two games to be played per week 
and the season to be completed by July 
18. Teplice beat Slovan Liberec 2-0 in a 
match that included pre-kickoff tem-
perature checks and other protective 
measures. 

CYPRUS 
Cyprus’ soccer federation has called 

off the season after its set of health pro-
tocols were rejected by medical experts. 

There will be no relegation and the top-
flight league will have 14 teams next sea-
son. Omonia Nicosia, Anorthosis 
Famagusta, APOEL Nicosia and Apollon 
Limassol will take part in European tour-
naments next season. 

DENMARK 
Denmark’s Superliga resumed on 

May 28 with third-placed Aarhus and 
Randers playing out a 1-1 draw in an 
empty stadium. 

ESTONIA 
Top-flight action in Estonia resumed 

from May 19 without spectators in a 
shortened format. Up to 1000 fans will be 
allowed to attend matches from July 1. 

FAROE ISLANDS 
Having avoided the worst of the pan-

demic, the modest Faroe Islands league 
resumed on May 9 with games played in 
empty stadiums.  

FINLAND 
Teams have been given permission to 

train again, although the Finnish FA has 
been criticised for some of its safety 
guidelines, which have been described as 
“hazy” by one club director. 

The top-flight Veikkausliiga hopes to 
resume its season on July 1 pending gov-
ernment approval. 

GEORGIA 
No restart date yet and the competi-

tion format is being reviewed by the foot-
ball federation’s working group. 

GIBRALTAR 
Gibraltar’s Football Association has 

called off the season and the top three in 
the standings at the time of the suspen-
sion — Europa FC, St Joseph’s FC and 
Lincoln Red Imps FC — will qualify for 
Europe. —Reuters 

Havertz 
reaches  
35 goals


