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with regards to any mishandling of public funds, 

he said, affirming its determination to take legal 
action against any such wrongdoing. HH the Prime 
Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah 
has given explicit instructions to deal with these 
cases firmly and apply the law on everyone “no 
matter how social and professional he (or she) may 
be,” he added.  

Billions of dollars were plundered from 
Malaysia’s 1MDB state investment fund and spent 
on everything from a luxury yacht to artwork in a 
fraud allegedly involving former Malaysian premier 
Najib Razak and his inner circle. Najib was ejected 
in 2018 elections largely due to public anger over 
the scandal and is now facing trial over his involve-
ment in the theft. 

Meanwhile, the United States said Thursday it 

has approved the sale of 84 of the most recent gen-
eration of Patriot missiles to Kuwait, plus equipment 
to modernize the country’s antimissile program, for 
a total of $1.425 billion. The State Department said 
in a statement that sale benefits both parties.  

“The proposed sale will support the foreign poli-
cy and national security of the United States by 
helping to improve the security of a Major Non-
NATO Ally that is an important force for political 
stability and economic progress in the Middle 
East,” the statement said.  

“The proposed sale of these articles and services 
will improve Kuwait’s capability to meet current and 
future threats and provide greater security for its 
critical oil and natural gas infrastructure,” it added, 
alluding to the September 2019 assaults on Saudi 
oilfields that US officials attributed to Iran.  

The contract for the missiles and their attendant 
parts, made by US defense group Lockheed Martin, 
is valued at $800 million. Another contract for train-
ing and technical assistance, provided by Lockheed 
Martin and defense contractor Raytheon, is valued 
at $425 million. And a third, to be handled by those 
same companies, is valued at $200 million for repair 
of old material.  — Agencies  
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 situation, she cannot agree to her personal partici-

pation, to a journey to Washington,” German govern-
ment spokesman Steffen Seibert told Politico. “The 
federal chancellor thanks President Trump for his invi-
tation to the G7 summit,” he said. Merkel is the first to 
give a firm no, while other world leaders have 
expressed vaguely positive responses. 

The pandemic has since claimed almost 364,000 
lives globally and the number of cases is nearing six 
million. Populations are now learning to adjust to life 
with the long-term threat of infection as the virus con-
tinues its march around the globe and a vaccine 
remains elusive. As the disease spreads across South 
America, the poor have been hit hard in countries like 
Brazil, which now has the second highest number of 
cases in the world after the United States. 

Lockdowns have interrupted the meager services 
many depend on, such as school lunches for hungry 
children and water deliveries. “In 26 years, I’ve never 
seen so many people living in fear, so many people 
going hungry,” said Alcione Albanesi, founder of 
charity Amigos do Bem, which distributes supplies to 
communities in the impoverished Sertao region of 
Brazil’s northeast. “Everything has ground to a stop. 
But hunger doesn’t stop.” Chile also logged another 
record number of deaths on Friday, pushing its total 
to almost 1,000.   

The surge in the Americas comes as the number of 
infections continues to fall in much of Europe, which is 
pressing on down the path to re-opening after months 
of crippling lockdowns. Italy’s iconic Leaning Tower of 
Pisa was set to open yesterday, cinemas will reopen in 
Austria, and parks are scheduled to throw open their 
gates in Paris. 

Tourism-dependent Greece said it will restart its 

two main airports for arrivals from 29 countries from 
June 15. But some European nations hard hit by the 
virus are not on the list, including France, Spain, Britain 
and Italy. In Austria, hotels were on Friday allowed to 
take in tourists again under special guidelines, provid-
ed masks are worn. “It’s of course a lot more effort 
now. But the most important thing is that guests 
return,” Gilbert Kratschmann, marketing manager at 
the Das Triest hotel in Vienna, told AFP. 

Turkey too moved ahead with easing its restric-
tions as mosques opened for the first time in months, 
drawing hundreds of worshippers in masks for mass 
prayers in Istanbul. President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
has said many other sites – restaurants and cafes as 
well as libraries, parks and beaches – will reopen 
from Monday.  

Hundreds of worshippers wearing protective 
masks performed mass prayers outside Istanbul’s his-
toric Blue Mosque for the first time since mosques 
were shut down in March.  In the Ottoman-era Fatih 
mosque, worshippers prayed both inside and outside, 
with the municipality handing out disinfectants and 
disposable carpets. 

Muslim clerics on Friday recited prayers in the 
Hagia Sophia, the world famous Istanbul landmark 
which is now a museum after serving as a church and 
a mosque. The prayers were held to celebrate the 
anniversary of the conquest of Constantinople, 
today’s Istanbul, by the Ottomans in 1453. “It is very 
important to commemorate the 567th anniversary of 
the conquest ... through prayers in the Hagia Sophia,” 
said Erdogan, who attended the ceremony via video-
conference.  

Denmark said it would reopen its border to visitors 
from Germany, Norway and Iceland from June 15, 
although Britain and the rest of the European Union 
will have to wait a few more months for access. 

Across the Atlantic, the US capital Washington 
resumed outdoor dining with social distancing pre-
cautions in place, and in New York Governor Andrew 
Cuomo said the state was “on track” to begin reopen-
ing in the week of June 8, even as the death toll in the 
US spiked again by 1,225 on Friday.  — Agencies  <#> 
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will be industries with labor shortages, urban 

rental and housing markets, and universities, 
according to the report. “Canada will need a 
younger and growing population to maintain 

growth and support the unprecedented expansion 
of the fiscal deficit that came in response to the cri-
sis,” Agopsowicz said. 

Only foreigners with permanent resident sta-
tus or a study permit approved before March 18 
are allowed in the country. Already in March, 30 
percent fewer people gained permanent residen-
cy compared with the previous year. “If these 
restrictions last all summer, we expect to see 
170,000 fewer permanent residents entering the 
country in 2020 than planned,” Agopsowicz 
said. — AFP 
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“This case is now ready, and we have charged it,” 

said county prosecutor Mike Freeman as outrage 
grew over the latest death of an African American in 
police custody. 

But the charges failed to calm a shaken nation 
whose deep wounds over racial inequality have been 
torn open anew, with riots raging from New York to 
Los Angeles in one of the worst nights of civil unrest 
in years. In Atlanta police cruisers were attacked and 
set ablaze as rallies spun out of control, while in the 
capital Washington protesters collided with Secret 
Service agents in heated midnight scenes in front of 
the White House. Protests took hold in a swathe of 
cities including Boston, Dallas, Denver, Des Moines, 
Houston, Las Vegas, Memphis, and Portland. 

Authorities imposed a curfew Friday in 
Minneapolis after three nights of protests left parts 
of the city in flames. But the demonstrators, many 
wearing masks to prevent the spread of coronavirus, 
defiantly remained on the streets, facing off with 
police who fired tear gas and flashbangs in efforts to 
regain control. Looting was widespread, with images 
showing people coming out of shops carrying arm-
fuls of goods. 

Officers were shot at by protesters, Minnesota’s 
governor Tim Walz told reporters early yesterday. 
“This is not about George’s death. This is not about 
inequities that were real. This is about chaos,” he 
said. But that view was not shared on the streets. “I 
need you to look in my eyes and feel me,” said pro-

tester Naeema Jakes. “This is pain, this is hurt.” 
Floyd’s relatives – who spoke Friday with Trump – 

welcomed news of the officer’s arrest as a “step on 
the road to justice”. But they said they hoped for 
tougher charges and action against the other officers 
involved in Floyd’s detention and death. “We want a 
first-degree murder charge. And we want to see the 
other officers arrested. “The pain that the black com-
munity feels over this murder and what it reflects 
about the treatment of black people in America is 
raw and is spilling out onto streets across America,” 
they said in a statement. 

Freeman said the three other officers present 
when Floyd died were also under investigation, and 
that he anticipated charges would be laid against 
them. All four were fired from the police department 
Tuesday after video surfaced of the arrest. Protesters 
gathered outside officer Chauvin’s vandalized 
Minneapolis home Friday, raising placards to passing 
cars and chanting Floyd’s name. “All I can do is just 
cry, and cry some more,” Tara Balian, 39, told AFP. 
“It’s taken this long for people to realize that black 
lives matter.” Several protesters chanted “I can’t 
breathe” – Floyd’s words as Chauvin’s knee pressed 
on his neck. 

Trump, after attacking the protesters as “thugs” 
and threatening to send in federal troops to deal 
harshly with them, shifted tone Friday, announcing he 
had called Floyd’s family to express his “sorrow”. “I 
understand the hurt, I understand the pain. People 
have really been through a lot,” said the president, 
who stands accused of stoking tensions with a series 
of provocative tweets. Former vice president Joe 
Biden, who is challenging Trump for the White House 
in November’s election, also spoke to Floyd’s family. 
He called for justice and said it was time to heal the 
“open wound” of systemic racism in the United 
States. – AFP 
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due to prior exposure to ‘common cold’ coronavirus-

es”. Balloux said that might explain issues like cases 
where there is no transmission between spouses. 

Earlier this month, an American study in the journal 
Cell suggested between 40 and 60 percent of the popu-
lation could be immunized against COVID-19 without 
ever being exposed to it. Researchers put this down to 
the action of protective cells, known as T lymphocytes, 
that had been activated by other coronaviruses respon-
sible for colds. 

But authors Alessandro Sette and Shane Crotty, of 
La Jolla Institute for Immunology, cautioned that the 
research did not suggest the epidemic was running out 
of steam. “Clearly some individuals are more susceptible 
to the disease than others; after being infected some 
individuals have severe clinical symptoms and might 
even die, while others might show very little in terms of 
clinical symptoms,” they told AFP by email. “Our study 
suggests that preexisting immunity might be one of the 
factors to be considered; but at this point is simply an 
hypothesis that needs to be addressed with further 
experiments.” 

The World Health Organization has also expressed 
caution over the issue. “There is certainly some evi-
dence with regard to T cells, that if you have a previous 
coronavirus infection you may be able to mount a more 
rapid response to COVID-19,” said the WHO’s Michael 
Ryan at a press conference this week. “But there’s no 
empirical evidence that previous coronavirus infections 
protect you from infection with COVID-19. The jury is 
still very much out on that,” he added. 

However, Ryan said it was an encouraging sign for 
the development of vaccines. “It gives us hope that we 
are getting the kinds of immune responses that may be 

helpful to long-term protection,” he said. Another 
uncertainty is whether everyone is equally vulnerable to 
catching COVID-19. A growing number of scientists 
think maybe not, raising questions over assumptions for 
what is known as herd immunity. 

Gabriela Gomes, a researcher at the Liverpool 
School of Tropical Medicine, told AFP that it was wrong 
to assume that one person is as susceptible to the virus 
as another, or as exposed. “We know little about the 
factors which underlie this individual variation. It could 
be cross-immunity with other coronaviruses, but it 
could also be other microbes, genetics, age, behavior, 
and most likely a combination of many factors,” she said. 

In theory this could explain why early estimates of 
the proportion of individuals who have been infected by 
the new coronavirus have been lower than expected – 
at around 5 to 10 percent of the total population in sev-
eral countries. It could also mean a lower threshold for 
herd immunity – when a sufficient part of the population 
has caught the virus, starving it of new hosts to spread 
to and thereby stopping the epidemic. 

This threshold, commonly accepted as around 60 to 
70 percent of the population infected, is what Sweden 
hoped to achieve by deciding against a strict lockdown. 
But Gomes said that mathematical models on herd 
immunity often “ignore individual variation”. 

According to a study she co-authored, which has not 
yet been peer reviewed, the threshold might be reached 
when just 10 to 20 percent of the population has been 
infected. Gomes said her research, which simulated the 
lifting of social distancing measures over the next six to 
12 months, suggested that even if countries that had 
been severely affected are “closer to herd immunity”, 
they would still see more localized outbreaks. There 
could also be “what may seem like a second wave in 
those countries that have been less affected so far”. 

At the Pitie-Salpetriere hospital in Paris, professor of 
emergency medicine Yonathan Freund has noticed a 
sharp drop in the number of infections among doctors 
compared with the start of the epidemic. “This is pure 
speculation but it could mean that people have natural 
or acquired immunity,” he told AFP.  — AFP 

Virus hopes,  
fears center...

SINGAPORE: Singapore’s otters, long adored by 
the city-state’s nature lovers, are popping up in 
unexpected places during the coronavirus lock-
down but their antics have angered some and even 
sparked calls for a cull. With the streets empty, the 
creatures have been spotted hanging out by a 
shopping center, scampering through the lobby of 
a hospital and even feasting on pricey fish stolen 
from a pond.  

While many think of tiny Singapore as a densely 
populated concrete jungle, it is also relatively 
green for a busy Asian city, and has patches of 
rainforest, fairly clean waterways and abundant 
wildlife. There are estimated to be about 90 otters 
in Singapore, making up 10 families, and appear-
ances at popular tourist sites around the city-
state’s downtown waterfront have transformed 
them into local celebrities. 

They featured in a documentary narrated by 
David Attenborough, are tracked avidly by the 
local media – and have been spotted more fre-
quently since people were asked to stay home 
and workplaces closed in April to fight the virus. 
“When there’s restriction of movement, there’s 
less vehicles and there’s less people, so the 
urban space opens up,” said N Sivasothi, a biol-
ogist at the National University of Singapore 
known as “Otterman” due to his work on the 
animals. But their newfound freedoms appear to 
have emboldened the otters, and they are now 
facing a backlash. 

 
‘More daring’  

The most high-profile incident was a raid on a 
pond at a spa shuttered due to the pandemic. The 
creatures gobbled several f ish including an 
arowana, a prized species that can sell for tens of 
thousands of dollars. Actress-turned-entrepreneur 
Jazreel Low, who owns the spa, posted pictures on 
Facebook of fish parts scattered around the pond 
and lamented a “massacre”. “They probably real-
ized that there was nobody there and became 
more daring,” Low told entertainment news web-
site 8 DAYS.  

The case sparked a debate about whether 

more should be done to stop otters rampaging 
through the city, with a widely discussed letter in 
a local newspaper calling for air horns and rubber 
bullets to be used as deterrents. “Wild boars have 
never been encouraged to enter urban areas, nei-
ther should otters be just because they look 
cute,” wrote Ong Junkai in the correspondence to 
the Straits Times, which triggered calls from some 
for a cull.  

In other incidents, a video showed a group 
charging into the lobby of a children’s hospital 
before being shooed away, and the creatures were 
also filmed frolicking in the empty streets outside a 
popular shopping center. The otters’ more fre-
quent forays onto the streets of Singapore are part 
of a global trend triggered by virus lockdowns, 
with animals increasingly slipping cover to explore 
the streets of some of the world’s biggest cities. 

 
‘Coexist and thrive’  

Still, otter experts believe the anger is an over-
reaction and that the creatures are likely just 
enjoying the extra freedom to venture to new 
places. NUS’s Sivasothi criticized calls for a cull as 
“quite an uneducated response”, and said such a 
move would be ineffective. He also said many 
recent sightings were likely of the same family of 
smooth-coated otters, which have been searching 
for a new home along the city’s rivers. Most of 
Singapore’s otters are the smooth-coated variety, 
classified as “vulnerable”. 

Fans believe people should be celebrating the 
return of an animal that was driven out of 
Singapore by coastal development and water pol-
lution around the 1970s, and only started reap-
pearing in the 1990s as waterways were 
cleaned.  “I simply don’t understand anyone who 
could not like them. They are really cute,” said Pam 
Wong, a 35-year-old Singaporean. 

Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong weighed in on 
the debate Friday, posting a photo he took of 
otters before the lockdown on his Facebook 
account. “Rather than being focused on protecting 
‘territory’, we must find ways to coexist and thrive 
with our local flora and fauna,” he wrote. – AFP  

Singapore otters’ antics in 
lockdown spark backlash 

SINGAPORE: This photograph taken on Friday shows people taking pictures of a bevy of smooth-coat-
ed otters along a canal. — AFP  
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 and Nugra, Khaitan, Farwaniya, Maidan Hawally 

as well Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh and Mahboula, a total iso-
lation will be in effect. Authorities have already begun 

cordoning off Hawally, Farwaniya and Khaitan. 
In the initial statement made by the Cabinet after 

its meeting on Thursday, Maidan Hawally’s blocks 10, 
11 and 12 were mentioned for the lockdown. But there 
are no blocks 10, 11 and 12 in Maidan Hawally. Later, 
the government clarified to say that all of Maidan 
Hawally will be included. But what officially is Maidan 
Hawally? On most maps and even the PACI building 
registry, it seems that what most people call Maidan 
Hawally is actually Salmiya block 11.

Salmiya blocks  
10, 12: Locked...


