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Cinema-goers in their cars attend the screening of the US musical roman-
tic comedy film “Grease” during the reopening of the Autocine Madrid 
Race drive-in cinema, in Madrid.—AFP photos 

Cinema-goers in their cars attend a screening of the US musical romantic 
comedy film “Grease” during the reopening of the Autocine Madrid Race 
drive-in cinema. 

A boy leans on a car during the screening of the US musical romantic 
comedy film “Grease” during the reopening of the Autocine Madrid Race 
drive-in cinema. 

In this file park patrons meet Mickey Mouse during a 
special after hours event for Disney World’s “Year of a 
Million Dreams” give away, at Disney World’s Magic 
Kingdom in Orlando, Florida, May 7, 2008. – AFP  

In this file photo taken on March 13, 2020 an employee walks in the Cour Marly at the Musee du Louvre in Paris, 
indefinitely closed to the public amid concerns on the COVID-19 outbreak, caused by the novel coronavirus. 

A combination of photographs created on May 20, 2020 
shows (up) the empty Cour Napoleon with the Louvre 
Pyramid (Pyramide du Louvre) designed by Ieoh Ming 
Pei, in Paris, on April 2, 2020 during a strict lockdown 
in France to stop the spread of COVID-19 (novel coron-
avirus), and (down) people walking and running past 
the same spot, on May 19, 2020 as France eases lock-
down measures taken to curb the spread of the COVID-
19 (the novel coronavirus).—AFP photos 

For many, it was a long-awaited chance to feel nor-
mal again, sitting in their cars belting out “Summer 
Nights” at Madrid’s drive-in cinema on a rare night 

out after a 10-week lockdown. It’s opening night at this 
1950s-themed venue and as the sun sets, vehicles begin 
pulling into the huge car park, ushers ensuring each is 
carefully positioned several metres apart.  With cinemas 
emptied across the world because of the pandemic, 
drive-in screens have seen a resurgence in popularity, 
offering those who’ve been cooped up at home for 
months a safe way to go out.   Two days after the 
Spanish capital finally began to emerge from one of the 
most restrictive lockdowns in the world, the Madrid 
Race reopened its doors with a screening of the 1978 
hit musical “Grease”. “We are the safest entertainment 
place in Madrid. It seems like drive-in cinema was made 
for a time like this,” Madrid Race co-founder Cristina 
Porta told AFP, saying tickets for the month sold out in 

one day. For the venue, the epidemic and the resulting 
restrictions have opened a whole new business oppor-
tunity.  “We’ve already got seven concerts booked and 
we’re going to do theatre, masses, comedy, monologues 
and a bit of everything,” she told AFP.   “This summer, 
there’s going to be a lot more than just cinema. There 
will be a lot of action and a lot of rock and roll.” 

 
‘Your car like your home’  

As night falls, the lights come on at the chrome metal 
diner, the “corn truck” is churning out buckets of pop-
corn and beer is flowing at the bar as staff in gloves and 
visors serve the growing crowd as they wait for the film 
to start. “It gives you a real sense of freedom. We really 
wanted to get out of the house,” says 22-year-old Belen 
Perez who has come with her flatmate after finishing 
teacher training school. “We came a few years ago and 
we liked it so we thought it would be a safe option,” she 

says, her eyes smiling over her mask.   
On a normal night, there would be space for 375 cars 

but with Madrid only just reopening after suffering the 
brunt of an epidemic which in Spain claimed over 
27,000 lives, they have limited entries to 100. For now, 
the diner is closed to the public and tables are well-
spaced at the bar terrace with customers able to order 
food through an app, with waiters delivering it to their 
car within 10 minutes. “At the end of the day, your car is 
an extension of your home,” says Porta. “With these 
measures, it’s enough to ensure there’s zero risk of 
infection.” 

 
‘Great, safe entertainment’  

And cinemagoers agree.   “Everyone has their own 
private space, there aren’t many surfaces where you 
could pick up infection because during the film, no one 
gets out of their car and if you want to order food you 

can do that online,” agrees Perez.   “It’s a great way of 
being entertained safely.” For many, it’s the first time 
they’ve been to a drive in, watching the film through 
their windscreen and hearing the soundtrack through a 
frequency on the car radio.  “To be honest, it feels safer 
than most other things, even doing your daily shop-
ping,” said 28-year-old Daniel Martin, an aeronautical 
engineer.  

“I’m grateful to be here, even though you’re a bit 
enclosed. At least we’re socialising a bit even though 
we’re separated, and that’s something,” he told AFP. 
“Although we’ve seen the film more than 10 times, see-
ing it like this is something new. We’ve never been to a 
drive-in cinema before, so we’re killing two birds with 
one stone!”—AFP  

 

Maintaining social distancing and wearing 
masks, tourists visiting Florida will be able to 
take photos with Mickey Mouse again when 

Disney World reopens on July 11, a month after 
SeaWorld and Universal Studios are set to do the 
same, officials said Friday. “Walt Disney World Resort 
and Sea World have received approval of their re-
opening plans,” said Jerry Demings, mayor of Orange 
County, home to the city of Orlando where the parks 
are located. 

Florida has green-lit the reopening of Sea World for 
June 10 and Walt Disney World for July 11, the mayor 
said. The Disney parks “Magic Kingdom” and “Animal 
Kingdom” will open the same day, followed by the 
EPCOT center on July 15. 

The Universal Studios theme park already has 
approval to reopen on June 5, after the abrupt closure 
of Orlando’s theme parks in mid-March in a bid to 
slow the spread of the coronavirus pandemic. “It may 
be different from the last time you visited,” Disney 
World’s website said. “But together, we can find new 
ways to create magical moments—and memories to 
treasure.” Orlando, located in central Florida, is home 
to most of the state’s theme parks and draws millions 
of visitors from around the world every year.—AFP  

The Louvre museum in Paris, home to the Mona 
Lisa, is to reopen on July 6 after the government 
allowed French museums and historic sites to 

reopen their doors following the coronavirus shutdown, 
it said Friday. France is to further ease restrictions 
imposed to combat the virus from Tuesday but it will 
only be in July that many top museums and attractions 
reopen, although some plan to do so in June. Culture 
Minister Franck Riester confirmed Friday that wearing a 
mask would be obligatory for visiting a museum in 
France while some will have to impose prior reservation 
systems to avoid a heavy influx of visitors. 

“The implementation of a reservation system as well 
as new signs will allow us to offer maximum safety to our 
visitors, in addition to wearing a mask and respecting 
social distancing,” the Louvre said in a statement. It 
added that online reservations for visiting the Louvre 
when it reopens on July 6 would open on June 15. The 
Louvre has been closed since March 13. “Even if we 
were able to discover the treasures of the Louvre in a 
virtual way during the lockdown, nothing can replace the 

emotion of meeting a work in a real way,” said the 
Louvre’s director Jean-Luc Martinez. “This is the raison-
d’etre of museums.” “We all need a meeting with art that 
is sensitive and real. A meeting with art, with beauty, can 
heal our souls,” he added. 

After the success of its blockbuster Leonardo exhibi-
tion which closed earlier this year, the Louvre said its 
two exhibitions scheduled for spring and then postponed 
would now take place in the autumn. These are on Italian 
sculpture from Donatello to Michaelangelo and the ren-
aissance German master Albrecht Altdorfer. The Louvre 
has upped its virtual presence during the lockdown and 
said it was now the most followed museum in the world 
on Instagram with over four million followers. For other 
sites, the former royal residence the Chateau de 
Versailles outside Paris will open on June 6 while the 
Musee d’Orsay of impressionist masterworks will open 
from June 23, the ministry of culture said. The iconic 
Pompidou Centre for modern art in Paris will reopen on 
July 1.—AFP  

 

In Montreal, the centre of the coronavirus pandemic in 
Canada, the reopening of highly popular community 
vegetable gardens after a two-month lockdown has 

come as a breath of fresh air—despite rigid new rules. 
“Just to touch the earth, it’s like  reconnecting with 
something deep inside of us, it does our souls good, it 
lessens the chaos and I think we really need that,” said 
Manon Labelle, a protective mask covering her mouth.  

At 62 — and having lost her father to COVID-19 
just a week ago—Labelle is relieved to return to her 
small plot in the De Lorimier garden.   In this 5,000-
square-meter (1.2 acre) community garden in the 
Plateau Mont-Royal, Montreal’s most densely crowded 
neighbourhood, urban gardeners cultivate some 180 
small plots every summer on city-owned property.   On 
this highly anticipated day, brilliant sunshine and sum-
mer-like warmth combined to make people forget that 
only two weeks ago it was still snowing here.  

 
‘Essential service’  

Several of the garden’s regulars were concerned 
that its reopening, already put off by a month, might 
again be delayed.   “We were afraid there might be no 
garden,” and at a time when food self-sufficiency has 
become an ever more important topic, said Christine 
Lamothe, a 50-something local who arrived with a 
bundle of seeds. “The city closed the gardens two 
months ago, and it caused an uproar,” said Stephane 

Espinosa, who chairs the garden’s oversight committee. 
“In fact, they were closed all over Canada.” 

As the pandemic spread in mid-March, gardens 
“were not considered as an essential service” despite 
their “nutritional and psychological value,” said 
Espinosa, a native of the French city of Marseille. But 
after garden enthusiasts bombarded officials with com-
plaints and petitions, they finally earned “essential” sta-
tus, added Espinosa, a Quebecer for 15 years. 

 
Safety and sanitary rules  

“For many people,” said Montreal Mayor Valerie 
Plante, “community gardens are more than just for 

leisure. They allow them to better fill their needs and 
gain access to fresh products at low cost.”  But officials 
quickly issued “safety and sanitary rules” for the 97 
gardens created in Montreal 45 years ago.   Most 
restrictive is a new rule limiting to 35 the number of 
people allowed in a garden at any given time—whereas 
in past years one might find as many as 400 people at 
work, including garden members and their families. 

Further, everyone must respect social-distancing, 
and gardeners are encouraged to wear masks and 
gloves. People must wash their hands when entering the 
garden, while also disinfecting garden gates and water 
spigots. And to limit crowds, gardeners will be allowed 

to come only every other day until June 1, Lamothe 
said. “The biggest change is not having access to our 
own tools, which we normally share with each other. 
You have to bring your own things from home,” said 
another gardener, Yan Poudrier.   “Usually we would 
come as a family, me and my three children. 
Unfortunately, with the restrictions this year on the 
number of individuals, it’s hard to come with all three,” 
said the 39-year-old. —AFP 

 
 
 
 

Social distance cinema: ‘Grease’  
draws crowds to Madrid drive-in 

Disney and other 
Florida theme parks to 
re-open in June, July 

Paris Louvre museum to reopen  
July 6 after virus closure 

As Montreal’s community gardens reopen, fans feel relief

Aerial view of De Lorimier community garden after a 
two month lockdown in Montreal, Quebec, Canada.

Aerial view of De Lorimier community garden after a 
two month lockdown in Montreal, Quebec. 

Aerial view of De Lorimier community garden after a 
two month lockdown in Montreal.— AFP photos 


