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BRUSSELS: The European Union Friday pub-
lished a full list of the countries and the amount they 
pledged at the Coronavirus Global Response virtual 
event held on 4 May hosted by the European 
Commission. Kuwait has pledged $100 million for 
the Coronavirus Global Response, according to the 
EU list. The Commission said in a statement that 
Coronavirus Global Response has so far raised 9.8 
billion euro ($10.8 billion), 2.3 billion euro ($2.5 bil-
lion) more than expected. The outcome of the 4 
May pledging event shows the willingness and 
capacity of the world to join forces and pool 
resources to overcome the pandemic, it noted. 

Meanwhile, Kuwait’s Ambassador to the EU, 
Belgium and NATO Jasem Albudaiwi in a statement 
to the press underlined the importance of Kuwait’s 
participation in the global event. He stated that the 
participation of Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-
Mohammed Al-Sabah, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of the State of Kuwait, 
who was representing His 
Highness Sheikh Sabah 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, Amir of the State 
of Kuwait, is in line with 
“the framework of con-
structive interaction that 
the State of Kuwait 
attaches to its cooperation 
with the international 
community, particularly in combating the Corona 
pandemic.” He noted the State of Kuwait donated 
$40 million at this conference, which was organized 
by the European Union on 4 May 2020, in addition 
to its previous donation of $60 million. 

Ambassador Albudaiwi underlined that the role 
of the State of Kuwait in this global framework will 
not end and that international coordination and 
cooperation with the global community will contin-
ue until this pandemic is eliminated. He indicated 
that Kuwait will continue to share its experiences 
with the virus with other countries in order to 
mutually benefit in the fight against the coronavirus. 
He further stated that the $100 million donation by 

the State of Kuwait to combat the spread of the 
virus has three goals, to discover a vaccine, find a 
cure for the virus and increase development of 
diagnosis ability. In this context, Ambassador 
Albudaiwi stressed the importance of diplomacy in 
increasing solidarity among the international com-
munity and uniting efforts to confront the common 
threats facing the world. 

In a related development, the pledging marathon 
that started on 4 May will now see the launch of a 
new campaign with the international advocacy 
organisation Global Citizen: Global Goal: Unite For 
Our Future, that will culminate in a Global Pledging 
Summit on Saturday 27 June. Together with the 
Global Citizen, the European Commission said. it 
will step up the mobilisation of funding to enable 
the world to overcome this pandemic and avoid 
another. 

 
COVID-19 meeting 
Representing His 

Highness the Amir, Foreign 
Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad 
Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-
Sabah headed Kuwait’s 
delegation at a senior-lev-
el international meeting 
themed “development in 
era and post COVID-19.” 
The conference was held 
Thursday in response to 

an invitation from the prime ministers of Canada, 
Jamaica and the United Nations Secretary General, 
for coordinating international efforts to find tangible 
and rapid solutions to challenges facing the world 
due to spread of the novel coronavirus (COVID-19). 
Conferees have exchanged ideas and visions toward 
repercussions of the pandemic. The State of Kuwait 
delegation at the online conference included 
Minister Plenipotentiary Nasser Abdullah Al-Hayen, 
the assistant foreign minister for international 
organizations’ affairs, and a number of senior offi-
cials from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  

Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad also 
received on Thursday a telephone call from Mark 

Lowcock, United Nations Under-Secretary-General 
for Humanitarian Affairs, during which Lowcock 
apprised the minister about new developments with 
respect of regional humanitarian conditions. The 
UN Under-Secretary applauded the vital role that 
has been played by the State of Kuwait at the 
humanitarian level, expressing gratitude and appre-
ciation for this eminent and distinguished role at the 
regional and international levels.  

 
Int’l efforts 

In the meantime, Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-
Mohammad Al-Sabah contacted Spanish Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, European Union and Cooperation 
Arancha Gonzalez Laya. During the phone conver-
sation, both ministers discussed bilateral and inter-
national efforts to fight the fallout of the novel coro-
navirus. Sheikh Ahmad Nasser offered sincere con-

dolences to Spain and its people over COVID-19 
victims, wishing that the virus crisis would end very 
soon. He also thanked Spanish authorities for having 
facilitated the repatriation of Kuwaiti nationals from 
Spain, and stressed joint cooperation between both 
friendly countries in response to the pandemic. 

Both sides underlined that it is essential to exert 
concerted international efforts to mitigate the 
reflections of the crisis and to back the role of inter-
national organizations in this regard. The Spanish 
foreign minister, in turn, thanked Kuwait for having 
made it easy for Spaniards to return home, while 
speaking highly of Kuwait’s response to the global 
pandemic. Also during the phone conversation, both 
foreign ministers addressed close and firm relations 
between both friendly countries, along with the lat-
est regional and international political develop-
ments. —KUNA
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KUWAIT: Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah participates in a 
senior-level international meeting themed ‘development in era and post COVID-19’ via video 
conference. —KUNA

Realizing the critical condition of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council, and the importance 
of serious consideration of potential signif-

icant changes and developments, including the 
serious health impact of the coronavirus pandemic 
on our societies (like other countries in the world), 
and the unprecedented pressures on our national 
resources which would negatively affect our 
economies and our future livelihood, and the 
change of international relations dynamics that will 
also affect our regional and international relations, 
we, the undersigned, see it is important, as we are 
about to enter the fourth year of the painful GCC 
rift, to underscore the necessity to take the best 
precautions in mitigating the risks involving the 
Gulf region, and to push again for a reconciliation 
led by the wise in our countries to converge views. 
We are inspired by the same geography and long 
joint history in addition to the integrated social 
fabric of the GCC communities which affirm the 
unity of human and interest. The continuation of 
the split will allow for external intervention in our 
affairs and will increase the opportunity for those 
who do not wish for this region to enjoy stability, 
security and development that the successive gen-
erations deserve after long years of suffering and 
hardships. We see some serious attempts in fishing 
in muddy waters and amplifying differences to 
bring us apart. 

We also realize that the post-coronavirus world 
will be different. There are many challenging vari-
ables, and the best way to confront the negative 
impacts is to unite, get pass the disagreements, 
and to look for real and serious opportunities for 
reconciliation and renouncement of discord and 
for harnessing the available diplomatic, economic 
and human resources to confront the growing 
challenges awaiting us. We should bravely 
approach an effective and consistent policy to 
push back the causes of conflict and prioritize rec-
onciliation and joint interests which are more fruit-
ful, because there are more many things that bring 
us together than the few things that separate us, 
which can be subject to rational discussion and 
settlement. It is a mistake to think that the separa-
tion of our states is the rescue from the high waves 
of the sea which we will face after the big crisis of 
today. The crisis showed us the many steps that we 
need to take as a harmonious group that is not 
only united by interests, but also by historical 
familial ties. Lifeline, as perceived by many of the 
people of the region, is to seriously and honestly 
consider the emerging economic, social or strate-
gic threats and map out collective plans to face 
these threats which is in the great interest of all of 
our communities and their security and stability. 

We hope that our call is received by the ears, 
hearts and minds of the officials and the other seg-
ments of the GCC peoples and we appeal to 
everyone to find rational and peaceful solutions in 
line with the human wisdom: the whole is greater 
than the sum of its parts. We pray Allah that the 
decision-makers in our region are guided to the 
good of the region. 

 
The signed (with no titles and in Arabic 

alphabet order) 
No. Name 
1. Ibrahim Abdulaziz Al-Beayez 
2. Ahmed Abdullah Al-Sarraf 

3. Ahmed Abdullatif Al-Musfir 
4. Anwar Ali Al-Naqi 
5. Anwar Mustafa Al-Ghanim 
6. Anisa Ahmed Fakhro 
7. Badr Hamad bin Issa 
8. Badriya bint Ibrahim bin Khalfan Al-Shihi 
9. Jassim Mohammed Khalaf 
10. Ja’far Ismail Behbahani 
11. Jamal Khalid Al-Hajji 
12. Juma bin Saleh Al-Ghailani 
13. Hamid Al-Rasheed Al-Badr 
14. Hamid Saleh Al-Saif 
15. Hassan Ali Hussein Al-Nema 
16. Khalid Ahmed Al-Tarrah 
17. Khalid Ibrhim Marafie 
18. Khalid Jaber Al-Jaber 
19. Khalid Mohammed Al-Maghamis 
20. Khalfan bin Saif bin Mohammed Al-Tawqi 
21. Rahma bint Hamad bin Mohammed Al-Mashrifiya 
22. Radhi Muhsin Al-Musawai 
23. Riyadh Ali Al-Rabiya 
24. Sajid Mutib Al-Abdali 
25. Salem bin Abdullah bin Salem Al-Kabi 
26. Salem bin Mohammed bin Masoud Al-Riyami 
27. Sami Abdullatif Al-Nisf 
28. Siraj Saleh Al-Bakr 
29. Sorour Abdulrahman Al-Samaraie 
30. Saeed bin Mubarak bin Saeed Al-Mahrami 
31. Salman Abdulhamid Al-Nassar 
32. Salma Ali Al-Nuaimi 
33. Sabah Mohammed Al-Rayes 
34. Talal Saqr Al-Qatami 
35. Adel Hussein Al-Essa 
36. Adel Sami Al-Sultan 
37. Amer Dhiyab Al-Tamimi 
38. Abdulhamid Ismail Al-Ansari 
39. Abdulkhaliq Abdullah Abdulrahman 
40. Abdulaziz Mohammed Al-Sarie 
41. Abdullah Saleh Babood 
42. Abdulmajid Khalil Al-Qattan 
43. Abdul Muhsin Taqi Mudhaffar 
44. Abdulnabi Hussein Al-Ekry 
45. Abdulwahhab Rashid Al-Haroun 
46. Ali Ibrahim Al-Nukhailan 
47. Ali Ahmed Al-Tarrah 
48. Ali Yusuf Al-Sanad 
49. Emad Suleiman Al-Saif 
50. Omar Abdul Aziz Al-Ali Al-Mutawa 
51. Fotouh Hamad Al-Dalali 
52. Farida Mohammed Al-Habib 
53. Faisal Turki Al-Matrouk 
54. Faisal Rashid Al-Ghais 
55. Muayad Hamad Musaed Al-Saleh 
56. Majid bin Saeed bin Salem Al-Rawahi 
57. Muhsin Abul Saddiq 
58. Mohammed bin Abdullah bin Hamad Al-Harithi 
59. Mohammed Jawad Behbahani 
60. Mohammed Ali Al-Naqi 
61. Mohammed Ghanim Al-Rumaihi 
62. Mohammed Fadhil Khalaf 
63. Marzouq Bashir Marzouq 
64. Marwan Ahmed Salama 
65. Masaud Jawhar Hayat 
66. Muna Mohammed Bourisly 
67. Munther Bader Al-Essa 
68. Hilal bin Mussallam bin Ali Al-Busaidi 
69. Yusuf Abdulhamid Al-Jassim 
70. Yousef Abdulla Al-Awadhi 
71. Khaled Ebrahem Marafi 
72. Monther Bader Al-Esa
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AMMAN: Kuwait Red Crescent Society distrib-
uted 1,000 food parcels to Syrian refugee and poor 
families as part of a humanitarian campaign themed 
“Solidarity 2020” to help the deprived in Jordan. 
Kuwait’s Ambassador to Jordan Aziz Al-Dihani said 
in a statement to the press on Friday first phase of 

this campaign started in Ramadan, during which the 
society distributed 2,000 food parcels. Kuwait has 
continuously aided the Syrians since eruption of the 
crisis in their country in 2011 — in line with instruc-
tions by His Highness the Amir, Leader of the 
Humanitarian Action, Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah. Ambassador Dihani has affirmed 
necessity of such aid under current circumstances 
caused by the novel coronavirus (COVID-19). 
Meanwhile, head of the Jordanian Red Crescent Dr 
Mohammad Al-Hadid said that Syrian refugees’ 
conditions became harder amid spread of the pan-
demic and this dire situation prompted the society 
to seek help from its Kuwaiti counterpart. — KUNA 


