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Suspicious transactions abroad  
referred to prosecution: Saleh

US approves sale of 84 Patriot missiles to Kuwait 
KUWAIT: The financial probe 
department of the ministry of finance 
has finalized scrutinizing reports 
about transactions purportedly 
involving Kuwait-based companies 
with a Chinese company and a previ-
ous Malaysian government, a senior 
official announced on Friday. The 
department has also notified the pub-
lic prosecutor due to suspicions of 
violation of law 106/2013 with respect 
to combating money laundering and 
terrorism funding, said Deputy Prime 
Minister, Minister of Interior and 
Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs 
Anas Al-Saleh.  

Saleh said in a statement that the 
steps were taken in line with a Cabinet 
resolution on May 20, 2020 tasking 
supervisory authorities to probe media 
reports about corruption-tainted 
transactions, related directly or indi-
rectly to companies based in Kuwait or 
parties or government officials with a 
Chinese company and a previous 
Malaysian government regarding an 

enterprise executed outside Kuwait.  
The Cabinet has been informed of 

the conclusion of investigations by the 
financial probe division and notifica-
tion to the public prosecutor, the min-
ister said. The notification, Saleh 
added, refers all parties linked with 
these dealings, as well as the compa-
nies, to the public prosecution to pur-
sue legal proceedings.  

Moreover, the Audit Bureau, simul-
taneously, continues examining and 
revising these transactions to deter-
mine whether there has been any mis-
appropriation of public funds and 
infringement on interests of any 
Kuwaiti government department. The 
government measures to protect pub-
lic funds emanate from its staunch 
advocacy of its constitutional duties, 
namely protection of public funds, 
Saleh emphasized.  

The government will continue to 
deal seriously with media reports or 
what may transpire from the  probes  
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KUWAIT: Concrete barriers block the entrance to Hawally on Friday as the 
area was placed under lockdown yesterday to combat the spread of the 
coronavirus. —  Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat 

WASHINGTON: US President Donald 
Trump said he is severing ties with the World 
Health Organization over its handling of the 
coronavirus pandemic, as the death toll from 
the disease spiked again in the United States 
and Brazil. Trump’s move signals an end to 
hundreds of millions of dollars in funding to 
the United Nations agency just when it 
needs it most, with outbreaks in many parts 
of the world yet to reach their peak. 

Countries in Latin America are bracing 
for difficult weeks ahead, especially Brazil, 
where the death toll shot up by 1,124 on 
Friday and there was a record number of 

new infections. Trump initially suspended 
funding to the WHO last month, accusing it 
of not doing enough to curb the early spread 
of the virus and being too lenient with China, 
where the virus emerged late last year. 

On Friday he made that decision perma-
nent in a major blow for the agency’s 
finances, as the United States is by far its 
biggest contributor, pumping in $400 million 
last year. “Because they have failed to make 
the requested and greatly needed reforms, 
we will be today terminating our relationship 
with the World Health Organization,” Trump 
told reporters. 

The Republican leader said the US would 
be redirecting WHO funds “to other world-
wide and deserving urgent global public 
health needs”. “The world needs answers 
from China on the virus. We must have trans-
parency,” Trump said. Beijing has furiously 
denied US allegations that it played down or 
even covered up the threat from the virus 

after it was detected in the Chinese city of 
Wuhan in December, insisting it has been 
forthcoming. 

Meanwhile, German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel will not attend an in-person summit 
of G7 leaders that Trump has suggested he 
will host despite concerns over the coron-
avirus pandemic, the Politico website quoted 
her spokesman as saying Friday. Leaders 
from the Group of Seven, which the United 
States heads this year, had been scheduled 
to meet by videoconference in late June after 
COVID-19 scuttled plans to gather in-per-
son at Camp David, the US presidential 
retreat in the state of Maryland. 

Trump last week, however, indicated that 
he could hold the huge gathering after all, 
“primarily at the White House” but also 
potentially parts of it at Camp David. Merkel, 
a scientist by training, has declined. “As of 
today, considering the overall pandemic 
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Trump cuts WHO  
ties; Merkel to 
snub G7 meet

MONTREAL: Canada had hoped to welcome 
a record wave of immigrants in 2020 but will 
likely take in approximately half the previously 
expected number of people due to the coron-
avirus pandemic, a study published Friday 
showed. In March, the government announced 
that it planned to accommodate some 370,000 
new permanent residents this year. But accord-
ing to a new study by the Royal Bank of 
Canada, some 170,000 fewer immigrants are 
now likely to enter the country. 

Ottawa announced its plan to allow a height-
ened number of immigrants just four days 
before Canada implemented travel restrictions 
that have virtually halted immigration. In 2019, 
Canada set a record with 341,000 new perma-
nent residents. “We expect immigration levels to 
be down sharply in 2020,” study author Andrew 
Agopsowicz said. “A recovery in 2021 will 
depend in part on the course of the pandemic.” 

Repercussions from the decrease will be felt 
throughout the economy, he said, given 
Canada’s dependence on foreign labor and its 
ageing population. Some of the worst-off areas  
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Immigration to  
Canada sharply  
curtailed by virus 

PARIS: Could exposure to the coronaviruses that 
cause the common cold help protect against 
COVID-19? Is herd immunity closer than previously 
thought? As nations lift lockdowns and experts 
worry about a potential second peak in cases, our 
ability to ward off infection is one of the hottest 
topics of scientific debate. 

Ever since it became apparent that children were 

less vulnerable to COVID-19 early in the pandemic, 
scientists have speculated that the regular spread of 
benign viruses in places like schools could have bol-
stered their immune response to the latest coron-
avirus. Now the idea of “cross immunity” among the 
broader population is gaining some ground. 

In a recent post on Twitter, Francois Balloux of 
University College London noted an “intriguing” lack 
of an immediate resurgence in COVID-19 cases fol-
lowing the easing of lockdowns in several countries. 
Among the possible explanations, he noted, were 
seasonality and enduring social distancing practices. 

But he posited a “wilder” hypothesis as well – 
that a “proportion of the population might have 
pre-existing immunity to #SARSCoV2, potentially  

Continued on Page 16 

Virus hopes,  
fears center  
on ‘immunity’ 

MEDELLIN, Colombia: A health worker distributes 
facemasks to locals as a preventive measure 
against the spread of COVID-19 in the Santa Cruz 
neighborhood on Friday. — AFP 

MINNEAPOLIS: A man tries to tow away a car in a safe zone as another car 
catches fire in a local parking garage on Friday during a protest over the 
death of an unarmed black man. — AFP 

ISTANBUL: Worshippers wearing protective facemasks maintain the required 
social distance during Friday prayers outside the Fatih Mosque, now open for 
prayers. – AFP  

MINNEAPOLIS: Violent protests 
erupted across the United States late 
Friday over the death of an unarmed 
black man at the hands of police, with 
murder charges laid against a 
Minneapolis officer failing to quell 
seething anger. Demonstrators 
clashed with police for a fourth 
straight night in the midwestern city 
of Minneapolis, where fires raged and 

there was widespread looting as well 
as sustained cat-and-mouse clashes 
between protesters and police. 

US President Donald Trump 
ordered soldiers prepare to deploy to 
the city, Minnesota National Guard 
Major General Jon Jensen confirmed 
early yesterday. The state has become 
the epicenter of violence since 
George Floyd died there in an arrest 
by an officer who pinned him to the 
ground for several minutes by kneel-
ing on his neck.  

Derek Chauvin was charged Friday 
with one count of third-degree murder 
– unintentionally causing a death – and 
one count of negligent manslaughter.  

Continued on Page 16 

Unrest flares  
in US despite  
arrest of cop

By Nawara Fattahova 
 

KUWAIT: Acting Director General of Public 
Relations and Security Media at the Ministry of 
Interior Brig Tawheed Al-Kandari confirmed to 
Kuwait Times that Salmiya is not included in the 
isolated areas, but that all of Maidan Hawally will 
be isolated. When asked whether only block 11 of 
Salmiya (known locally as Maidan Hawally) will 
be isolated or if blocks 10 and 12 of Salmiya will 
also be isolated, Kandari replied he could not 
confirm this. “On Sunday 6:00 am everything will 
be clear,” he said.  

A partial 12-hour curfew went into effect yes-
terday evening at 6 pm, and is expected to last 
until June 21. But for some areas including Hawally 
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All of Maidan  
Hawally to be  
under lockdown 


