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LONDON: World Rugby has dismissed an idea 
for a major international tournament to be held 
in England next year designed to ease the finan-
cial impact of the coronavirus crisis less than a 
day after it was made public. Francis Baron, a 
former chief executive of England’s Rugby 
Football Union, put forward a scheme to stage a 
16-team invitational tournament to be staged in 
Britain and Ireland next June and July based on 
the 2015 World Cup hosted by England. 

Baron, in an inter-
view with the Daily 
Telegraph published 
late Tuesday, forecast 
the World Cup-type 
event could generate 
a net profit for distribu-
tion to unions of £200-
250 million ($245-306 
million, 223-278 million 
euros). This would be in 
addition to the 
£80m World Rugby support funding package 
already in place for a global game shut down 
by COVID-19.  

But Baron’s plan would also have needed 
the 2021 British and Irish Lions tour of South 
Africa in July and August to be postponed by a 
year.  And a statement issued by rugby union’s 
global governing body on Wednesday said of 
his scheme: “World Rugby does not intend to 
pursue such a proposal. 

“All stakeholders continue to progress pro-

ductive discussions regarding the immediate 
global COVID-19 financial relief strategy and 
international rugby calendar optimisation, both 
of which will further the success of Rugby 
World Cup 2023 in France.” 

Meanwhile, Exeter chief executive Tony 
Rowe said he wanted the interrupted English 
Premiership season played to a finish after the 
British government recently gave the go-ahead 
to a return to contact training. 

“I don’t mind saying, 
last week I was pretty 
depressed as I couldn’t 
see any light at the end 
of the tunnel,” said 
Rowe. 

“At that time, we 
were not sure when we 
could get back to train-
ing and what the future 
told. This announcement 
this week has changed 

things and now I’m more confident that we will 
return to playing again soon.” 

Earlier, Australia’s National Rugby League 
football competition, a bruising body contact 
sport, will resume after a two-month hiatus as 
the number of coronavirus cases in the country 
slows and social restrictions are eased. 

Australia’s more than 7,100 COVID-19 
infections and 102 deaths are low compared to 
many other developed countries, but the meas-
ures imposed to contain the disease have 

pushed the economy to the brink of its first 
recession in 30 years. 

Declaring Australia must now get out from 
under its doona - a local word for quilt - Prime 
Minister Scott Morrison has urged locals to 

begin transitioning back to normal life. The 
National Rugby League (NRL) competition 
will be one of the world’s first contact sports to 
resume after COVID-19 shredded the global 
sporting calendar. —  

World Rugby rejects post-virus  
international cup fund-raiser plan

Australia’s rugby league football to kick off as COVID-19 cases slow

BRISBANE: Queensland Reds head coach Brad Thorn (L) and prop Jack Straker attend a rugby 
training session in Brisbane on May 25, 2020. — AFP

NRL can  
take over

LAUSANNE: Olympic chief Thomas Bach 
on Wednesday held a series of talks with 
International Olympic Committee members 
on the potential consequences of the coro-
navirus pandemic that has seen the Tokyo 
Games pushed back a  year  to  2021 , 
sources said. 

Bach was to address the 100 IOC mem-
bers in three different sessions decided by 
language and local time zone. 

“The IOC held today a series of internal 
consultations with IOC members to hear 
from them in preparation of the IOC Session 
which will be prepared by the IOC executive 
board in its meeting on June 10, 2020,” said 
an IOC statement later Wednesday. 

Bach’s aim was to canvas the members for 

their view on “how to handle the conse-
quences of the coronavirus pandemic”, a 
source told AFP. 

The IOC president wants to hear 
“thoughts, ideas and experiences of all mem-
bers across the globe”, it added. 

While Bach addressed all Olympic actors 
on March 24 when announcing the post-
ponement of the Tokyo Games, it is the first 
time since the COVID-19 outbreak that he 
has specifically consulted IOC members. 

Bach was backed up by Olympic Games 
executive director Christophe Dubi, IOC 
sports director Kit McConnell, IOC director 
general Christophe De Kepper and chief 
operating officer Lana Haddad. 

The IOC’s medical and scientific director, 
Richard Budgett, also took to the floor to 
discuss “the issue of a vaccine”, according to 
a second source. 

Bach warned last week 2021 was the “last 
option” for holding the delayed Tokyo 
Games, stressing postponement cannot go on 
forever. — AFP 

Oly chief consults  
with IOC members  
over virus fallout LOS ANGELES: NBA superstar LeBron 

James was among the US athletes taking to 
social media in outrage over the death of a 
black man in Minnesota after a white police-
man kneeled on his neck for several minutes. 

Four Minneapolis police officers were fired 
Tuesday as a video showing one of them 
kneeling on the neck of George Floyd, a hand-
cuffed black man who later died, sparked 
protests. 

Los Angeles Lakers playmaker James con-
trasted the incident with the kneeling protests 
of former NFL star Colin Kaepernick in 2016.  

Kaepernick was ostracised by the NFL for 
kneeling during the playing of the national 
anthem in a protest against police brutality and 
racial injustice. 

“This... ... Is Why,” James posted on his 
Instagram feed with side by side photos of the 

white policeman kneeling on Floyd’s neck and 
Kaepernick kneeling on the sideline. 

“Do you understand NOW!!??!!??” James 
wrote. “Or is it stil l  blurred to you?? 
#StayWoke”. 

Other figures from the sports world speak-
ing out over the Minneapolis incident included 
Golden State Warriors coach Steve Kerr. 

“This is murder. Disgusting,” Kerr tweeted. 
“Seriously, what the hell is wrong with 
US????” 

Warriors star Stephen Curry lamented yet 
another death involving an unarmed African-
American man at the hands of law enforcement. 
“I’ve seen a lot of people speak up and try to 
articulate how fed up and angry they are,” 
Curry wrote on Instagram. “All good and well 
but it’s the same same same reality we live in. 
George Floyd. George Floyd. George has a 
family. George didn’t deserve to die.”  

Retired Los Angeles Lakers legend Magic 
Johnson also hit out, saying Floyd had been 
“clearly murdered.” “How many times do we 
have to see black men killed on national televi-
sion? This has been going on for entirely too 
long,” Johnson said. — AFP 
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