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A handout photo made available on May 27, 2020 by the Rijksmu-
seum in Amsterdam shows “The Body of Christ Supported by Angels” 
(1587) by Flemish 16th-century master Bartholomeus Spranger 
which was donated to the museum by Dutch art collector and dealer 
Bob Haboldt. –AFP  

Amsterdam’s Rijksmuseum will display a famous 16th-cen-
tury painting donated to commemorate victims of the 
coronavirus when it re-opens next week, almost three 

months after closing its doors, the museum said Wednesday. The 
1587 painting by Flemish master Bartholomeus Spranger called 
“The Body of Christ Supported by Angels” was given to the mu-
seum by Dutch art collector and dealer Bob Haboldt. “In the first 
place, it is a gift to everyone to commemorate the victims of 
COVID-19,” Haboldt said in a statement, released by the Rijksmu-
seum. “It also serves as an example, encouraging everyone to do 
good for museums.” 

Haboldt said the donation was to make a contribution “and on 
how we could best memorialise this period.” “Coronavirus has af-
fected me, in the first place emotionally,” said the art dealer, who 
has offices in Amsterdam, Paris and New York. Made around 1587, 
the oil-on-copper painting depicts angels supporting the body 
of Christ, illuminated by heavenly light as they remove the body 
from a tomb. Also called an “imago pietatis” or image of compas-
sion, the painting was originally made for private devotion. 

It became famous after another Dutch painter, the German-
born Hendrick Goltzius copied it as a print that was reproduced 
and distributed in large numbers, the Rijksmuseum said. Haboldt 

originally sold the painting at the European Fine Art Fair, com-
monly known as TEFAF, in the beginning of March, Dutch media 
reported. 

However, organisers cut short TEFAF, one of the world’s pre-
mier fine arts fairs after one of the exhibitors tested positive for 
the new coronavirus. The painting’s sale was annulled shortly af-
terwards and Haboldt decided not to put it up for sale again, the 
authoritative daily NRC newspaper said on its website. Neither 
Haboldt nor the Rijksmuseum put a price on the painting but a 
larger work by Spranger carried a tag of 5.5 million euros ($6 mil-
lion) at TEFAF, the NRC said. 

Rijksmuseum director Taco Dibbits said the famous institution 
was “deeply grateful to Bob Haboldt for his generous gesture.” 
“In these difficult times we have seen how art can offer solace and 
be a source of hope and reflection,” said Dibbits. Amsterdam’s fa-
mous Rijks and Van Gogh museums as well as restaurants around 
the country are reopening Monday under strict conditions, fol-
lowing almost three months of lockdown because of the coron-
avirus pandemic which has claimed 5,781 lives so far.—AFP  

 

Rijksmuseum given unique  
painting to remember virus victims 

France names first 
indigenous director 
of top museum 
 Emmanuel Kasarherou made history 

Wednesday as the first indigenous person 
ever to head a major French national mu-

seum when he is named director of the Quai 
Branly-Jacques Chirac museum in Paris. A Kanak 
from New Caledonia in the Pacific, the expert in 
Oceanic cultures—whose treasures form a major 
part of the museum’s collection of indigenous art 
from Africa, Asia and the Americas—is a former 
head of the breathtaking Renzo Piano-designed 
Jean-Marie Tjibaou Cultural Centre in the New 
Caledonian capital Noumea. 

Kasarherou, 60 — who has co-curated two 
major exhibitions at Quai Branly including 
“Kanak: Art is a Word”—has been the museum’s 
deputy head of collections since 2014. He was the 
founding director of the much-praised museum 
which opened in his homeland in 1998 and was 

named after a Kanak leader killed in 1989. With 
restitution of looted artistic and cultural treasures 
now a political hot potato for many major ethno-
graphic collections, Kasarherou could find him-
self having to navigate a minefield. 

 
Colonial hangover  

He has said that he was committed to a “dia-
logue between cultures” and would continue to 
cooperate with African countries, some of whom 
are demanding the return of artefacts taken dur-
ing the colonial era. Although a hit with the pub-
lic, the Quai Branly museum was hugely 
controversial when it opened 14 years ago both 
for its architecture and for the way it displayed 
indigenous art, with some critics calling it “colo-
nialist” and “regressive” for the way it seemed to 
fetishise indigenous by exhibiting it in cabinets 
of curiosity style. 

Initially called the Museum of First Arts (or 
primitive art), the name was changed before it 
opened in 2006 to its address alongside the 
River Seine in a bid to calm sensitivities. Former 
French president Jacques Chirac, himself a fer-
vent collector of indigenous art, bulldozed the 
project through by merging two previous collec-
tions, despite a fierce rearguard action by some 
academics. But Chirac said it was time to give 
non-Western art its proper place in the canon.  

Having made sure it would be generously 
funded, his name was later added to its title. The 
French minister of the country’s far-flung over-
seas territories, Annick Girardin, was among the 
first to hail Kasarherou’s appointment, tweeting, 
“It’s a first. No other Kanak has ever led a major 
museum in mainland France. Bravo, much de-
served for such a prestigious post.” He replaces 
Stephane Martin, the Quai Branly’s founding di-
rector who left his post last year to join the 
French national audit office.—AFP  

 

A Moroccan movie star has been prose-
cuted over “blasphemous” remarks 
against Islam, a court official said, while 

Amnesty International called Wednesday for 
similar charges to be dropped against a student 
in Tunisia. Moroccan actor Rafik Boubker, 47, 
stands accused over a video on social media in 
which he appears “in an abnormal state, making 
blasphemous remarks against Islam and attack-
ing the sacredness of worship”, said the national 
security force DGSN. In the video, he appears 
to insult imams, call for making religious ablu-
tions with “whisky and vodka” and praise the 
benefits of alcohol for “connecting with God”. 

Islam is the state religion in Morocco, and 
while drinking alcohol is forbidden for Muslims, 
it is largely tolerated.  Alcoholic drinks are avail-
able in some shops, bars and restaurants, except 
during the Muslim holy fasting month of Ra-
madan, which has just ended. 

The DGSN said  in a statement published 
overnight that it had opened a judicial investi-
gation after receiving “a number of complaints” 
and the actor was taken into custody Tuesday 
evening. A judicial official later said he had been 
charged over “blasphemous” remarks against 
Islam, and a prosecution spokesman told AFP he 
had been freed on bail of 5,000 dirhams (450 
euros) pending a July 14 court hearing. 

Boubker, who has had roles in several hit Mo-
roccan films including “Road to Kabul”, apolo-
gised for his “inappropriate remarks” in a new 
video on Instagram on Tuesday. “I was not in a 
normal state. I just wanted to make a joke,” he 
said. He risks being sentenced to between six 

months and two years in prison and a fine of 
20,000 to 200,000 dirhams ($2,000 to 
$20,000). 

Satirical Facebook post  
Also on Wednesday, rights group Amnesty 

International urged Tunisian authorities to drop 
all charges against student Emna Charki, facing 
trial for attacking Islam on Facebook. Charki, 27, 
was prosecuted after she shared a post about 
the novel coronavirus, satirising the style of the 
Quran. She was due in court on charges of at-
tacking the sanctity of religion, attacking moral-
ity and inciting violence, lawyer Ines Trabelsi 
told AFP earlier in May. Amnesty said the stu-
dent has received threats against her life and ac-
cused the Tunisian authorities of failing to act. 
“What’s happening to me is not normal,” Charki 
told AFP. “For sharing a post that was not even 
mine, I’ve been prosecuted and received death 
threats.”—AFP 

 
 

‘Blasphemy’ and satire spell trouble 
 for Morocco actor, Tunisia student 

Moroccan actor 
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 In this file photo taken on October 14, 2013 Em-
manuel Kasarherou, curator of the exhibition 
“Kanak, l’art est une parole” (Kanak, art is word), 
poses at the Quai Branly museum in Paris.—AFP  


