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WASHINGTON: Unthinkable just a few months
ago, the United States on Wednesday surpassed the
grim milestone of 100,000 coronavirus deaths, as
the pandemic tightened its grip on Latin America.
With the European Union unveiling a massive re-
covery plan to step up its emergence from the crisis,
the US figure was a sobering reminder of the dev-
astation being wreaked around the globe by a virus
that only emerged late last year. 

Confirmed US deaths stood at 100,396 late
Wednesday, with nearly 1.7 million infections, ac-
cording to the tally compiled by Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity. The 24-hour toll shot back up after three
days of sharp declines, to 1,401. Nevertheless, most
US states moved toward reopening restaurants and
businesses, cheered on by President Donald Trump,
who is eager to see the economic pain of the crisis
mitigated as he seeks re-election. The US capital
Washington will ease its lockdown from Friday. Grim
news came from across the Americas, as Brazil saw
its death toll pass 25,000. President Jair Bolsonaro
is facing mounting criticism over his response to the
health crisis. The far-right leader has downplayed the
seriousness of the pandemic and railed against stay-
at-home measures, arguing the economic fallout
risks causing more damage than the virus itself. “The
so-called second wave is coming: recession. It will
affect everyone, without exception,” he wrote on
Facebook. Peru meanwhile registered a record 6,154
new cases in a 24-hour period. “Difficult days, diffi-
cult weeks are coming because people are going to
get sick,” said Pilar Mazzetti, who is helping to co-
ordinate Peru’s coronavirus response.

Huge EU aid plan 
In Europe, business have slowly started reopen-

ing as outbreaks on the continent slow, but Italy and
Spain lack the firepower of richer European nations
to rebuild their economies. The EU unveiled a his-
toric, 750-billion-euro ($825 billion) recovery plan
to get the continent back on its feet. It follows other
unprecedented emergency measures introduced
around the world to rescue economies shattered by
the virus, which has claimed more than 354,000
lives globally as infections top 5.6 million. “This is
Europe’s moment,” EU Commission chief Ursula
Von der Leyen said, urging solidarity. “We either all
go it alone, leaving countries, regions and people
behind... or we walk that road together.” The pro-
posed package is expected to kick off tough nego-
tiations, as backers try to win the support of some
northern EU states that oppose paying out grants
to nations already under mountains of debt. The
proposal comes as the continent - which has lost at
least 173,000 people to COVID-19 - grapples with
the human tragedy and economic destruction.

‘Next steps’ 
Spain on Wednesday began 10 days of official

mourning for the more than 27,000 people who
died there, with all flags on public buildings at half-
staff. While desperate to kickstart their economies,
most governments in Europe are also trying to move
cautiously, afraid of a second wave of infections. In
Cyprus, the badly-hit tourism sector inched back to
life as beaches opened again - but with sunbeds and
beach umbrellas spaced apart to avoid crowding.

“We’re here, we’re having a good time... we’re tak-
ing our safety measures,” said Georgios, a young
gym trainer. Elsewhere in Europe, Poland scrapped
a rule calling for face masks in public, while Switzer-
land said it would drop its virus restrictions by June
6. In Moscow, shops will reopen and people will be
allowed out for walks from June 1 as the Russian
capital announced the easing of its lockdown.
“Today we can already talk about the next steps out
of the crisis situation,” Moscow Mayor Sergei
Sobyanin said.  

The United States remains the hardest-hit na-
tion, with President Donald Trump weathering
heavy criticism for his handling of the crisis - and
for not wearing a mask in public despite his ad-
ministration’s recommendations. Trump’s principal
preoccupation has been for a quick turnaround of
the badly battered US economy, and he has pres-
sured local and state leaders to ease lockdowns.
But his top infectious diseases expert Anthony
Fauci warned against “leapfrogging” guidelines in
order to open more quickly. —AFP
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NEW YORK:  Bodies are moved to a refrigeration truck serving as a temporary morgue at Wyckoff Hospital in
the Borough of Brooklyn in New York. —AFP

Coronavirus creating 
‘lockdown generation’ 
GENEVA: The COVID-19 pandemic has caused surging unem-
ployment worldwide, but has hit young workers especially hard,
forcing more than one in six people aged under 29 to stop work-
ing, the UN said Wednesday. In a fresh study, the International
Labor Organization warned that the novel coronavirus crisis has
disproportionately affected young people, and could impact
upon their work opportunities and career options for decades
to come. “I don’t think it is giving way to hyperbole to talk about
the danger of a lockdown generation,” ILO chief Guy Ryder told
a virtual press conference.

“As we recover from the pandemic, a lot of young people are
simply going to be left behind. Big numbers,” he said, warning
that “the danger is... that this initial shock to young people will
last a decade or longer. “People will be permanently scarred by
the immediate effects of the pandemic.” Even before the crisis,
the global youth unemployment rate stood at 13.6 percent in
2019 - far higher than for any other group - while some 267 mil-
lion young people were neither employed nor in education or
training (NEET). —AFP

US states, cities 
cry out for aid 
amid pandemic
WASHINGTON: In the decentralized American system, the COVID-19
pandemic is draining public finances in many cities and states, and with-
out help from the federal government, experts say the consequences
will be lasting and the recovery slower. “There cannot be a national re-
covery if the state and local governments are not funded,” New York’s
Democratic Governor Andrew Cuomo said Wednesday. The states that
have borne the brunt of the pandemic, including New York, account for
a third of GDP in the world’s largest economy, Cuomo said at a press
conference after he met with President Donald Trump to discuss the
economic impact of the pandemic. “How can you tell one third of the
country to go to heck, and then think you’re going to see an economic
rebound... There is no nation without the states,” Cuomo said.

Many cities and some states had not fully recovered from the 2009
recession, and now the widespread lockdowns to stem the spread of
the coronavirus have deprived them of sales taxes from stores, hotels,
bars and restaurants, which represent around 30 percent of their income.
At a time when heath spending and demand for unemployment benefits
spiked with nearly 40 million workers becoming jobless since mid-
March, the annual deadline for filing income taxes was pushed back to

July 15, meaning states have to wait longer to collect revenues.
State and local governments, which employ teachers, police and fire-

fighters, “are suffering from a pretty toxic combination of less revenue...
and more spending,” said Robert Maxim, a researcher at the Brookings
Institution, a Washington think tank. Unlike the federal government,
which can run a deficit, most states are required to have a balanced
budget and generally can only borrow to finance specific projects like
schools and parks, not for emergencies. As a result “they don’t have any
way to maintain their spending levels,” said Nathan Favero, an assistant
professor at American University. Without federal help, the choices
states face are to raise taxes - difficult in a recession - or slash spending
on teachers, police and services, as many were forced to do during the
global financial crisis. Governors like Republican Larry Hogan of Mary-
land told the Trump administration in April that states would be unable
to absorb the shock caused by the economic shutdown once their “rainy
days funds” are drained. Cuomo warned that without federal aid, the
cuts in New York could be as high as 20 percent. The state’s fiscal short-
fall due to the pandemic has been estimated at some $13 billion.

California’s Democratic Governor Gavin Newsom said he will be
have to drop spending on programs for the poor or immigrants, and
cut subsidies to public education. Dan White, research director at
Moody’s Analytics, calculated that without federal assistance, more than
three million public jobs could be lost, which would slash two percent-
age points off the national GDP. “There is no plan B,” White warned in
a recent analysis. “They can’t just issue a bunch of long-term debt and
move on to the next year.” Time is running out, with most state and local
governments facing a June 30 deadline to adopt their budgets for the
coming year. —AFP


