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KUWAIT: The government explained to lawmak-
ers its guidelines of easing the total lockdown in 
the country from Sunday including the gradual re-
turn of employees to offices while abiding by strict 
health measures. 

Speaking on Wednesday, National Assembly 
Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem said the govern-
ment has decided to move to partial curfew from 
Sunday but its duration was to be determined by 
the council of ministers yesterday. 

He said that Kuwait was at the fifth phase when 
authorities decided to impose the total lockdown 
on May 9 but now we have reached the third and 
fourth phases which require easing restrictions. 

MPs said the health ministry insisted that em-
ployees should observe social distancing of at 
least two meters with each employee given at least 
10 square meters of space. Employees must take 
all necessary precautions while dealing with the 

public and must wear face masks at all times. In 
the beginning, employees who are below 50 years 
old and who are healthy can return to work while 
keeping with distancing. Group eating at offices is 
totally banned. 

The government told lawmakers that it will 
allow the gradual reopening of commercial activ-
ities while applying strict measures, which will be 
reviewed on the basis of health developments. The 
health ministry said in a presentation that the main 
coronavirus centers included Mirgab, Jleeb Al-
Shuyoukh, Bnaid Al-Gar, Farwaniya, Mahboulah 
and Khaitan. 

The ministry also said that one of the main rea-
sons for the spread of the disease is overcrowding 
of laborers in some residential areas and that min-
istry workers found that in some cases 16 or 20 
workers living in the same room which means ob-
serving social distancing is impossible. 

The ministry also said that the return to normal 
life depends on the compliance of people with 

health guidelines. A number of MPs however de-
manded that the government should scrap the 
school year and others insisted that the assembly 
should resume holding regular sessions to decide 
on key issues. 

 
Quota system 

In the meantime, a number of lawmakers 
Wednesday filed a draft law calling to adopt a 
quota system for various expatriate communities 
in the country in a bid to reduce the number of 
foreigners and rebalance the demographic 
structure. 

The draft law stipulates a certain percentage 
for the main communities in the country depend-
ing on its current size as follows (the proposed 
percentage is from the Kuwaiti population of 1.4 
million at present): Indians 15 percent, Filipinos, 
Sri Lankans and Egyptians 10 percent each, 
Bangladeshis, Nepalese, Pakistanis and Viet-
namese 5 percent each and the rest of communi-

ties a maximum of three percent each. 
This would mean that the number of all expa-

triates will be almost equal to citizens or 1.4 million, 
meaning a reduction of almost two million expats 
from their current number of 3.4 million. 

It also means that the main reduction will be 
from the key communities mainly Indians who 
must be cut by around 800,000 to make them 
within the allotted quota of 210,000. Egyptians 
also would have to be reduced by at least 
550,000 to make them around 140,000 which is 
their quota. There will be massive reductions 
from the Filipinos, Sri Lankans, Bangladeshis and 
others. 

The implementation of the proposed legislation 
on the ground appears to be impossible because 
there are more than 250,000 Indians working as 
domestic helpers which is already above their pro-
posed quota. The bill proposes penalties of 10 
years in jail and a fine of up to KD. 100,000 for 
any public employee who violates the law. 
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah speaks during a government-parliament meeting to 
discuss Kuwait’s plans to restore normal life gradually. — KUNA photos 

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and 
National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem arrive to attend the meeting. 

Employees to return to 
work gradually from Sunday 

MPs file law to cut expats by some two million 

Rules set for gradual 
work resumption 

 
KUWAIT: Kuwait Civil Service Commission on 
Wednesday published guidelines for public sec-
tor personnel and executives on how to resume 
work gradually for paving the way toward full 
resumption of duties “in the coming period.” The 
four-chapter guidelines booklet sets objectives 
of policies, measures and rules for phased re-
sumption of work, in addition to mechanisms for 
gradual work hours, as well as how to perform 
and act in various sectors on part of personnel 
and service applicants. It also mentions public 
safety requirements, terms, preventive and pre-
cautionary measures that must be adhered to by 
personnel and people seeking services in vari-
ous departments and sectors. 

Moreover, it touches on some professional 
and financial rules, in light of prospected circum-
stances for facing the novel coronavirus 

(COVID-19), along with instructions to abide by 
precautionary measures set by relevant health 
authorities. The Civil Service Commission noted 
in the brochure necessity to ensure uninter-
rupted work in the public sector and necessity 
of working out a mechanism that ensures phased 
resumption of work that conforms with the cur-
rent crisis and surrounding circumstances. There 
is a need, it notes in part, for providing multiple 
work options and shifts’ systems, along with en-
suring public safety, maintaining health of the 
employees, the citizens and the residents, in ad-
dition to full abidance by the precautionary and 
preventive measures. 

In the first phase, it says, some employees 
should be relieved of work and granted “rest 
days,” including the pregnant, mothers nursing 
babies, employees who suffer from some ill-
nesses, the handicapped, those aged 55 — ex-
cept for those serving as leaders or supervisors. 
Some works can be done by long distance (on-
line), at home partially or fully, it says, noting ne-
cessity to keep social distancing among the 
employees at work places. — KUNA 

Ministry examines 
65 cooperatives, 
supermarkets 
 
KUWAIT: The Ministry of Commerce and In-
dustry revealed that its teams have inspected 65 
cooperative societies, supermarkets and pharma-
cies to ensure the flow of purchases and food de-

liveries and price stability. In a press statement 
yesterday, the ministry pointed out that its teams 
also visited 78 subsidised food outlets and vowed 
that it will continue to dispatch its inspection 
teams around the country during the coronavirus 
lockdown measures. Some 131 consumer com-
plaints were received by the ministry on its 135 
hotline. The need to comply with laws and regu-
lations amid these unprecedented circumstances 
was strongly underlined, and the ministry warned 
it would be on the lookout for those seeking to 
take advantage of the current situation. — KUNA 

Kuwait, Ethiopia discuss repatriation 
 

KUWAIT: Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah received on Wednesday a telephone 
call from the Ethiopian Minister of State for foreign affairs during which the two sides discuss 
repatriation of Ethiopian workers who violated residency law in Kuwait. The Kuwaiti Foreign 
Ministry said in a statement that the two wides examined bilateral relations, development on 
the regional and international arenas. — KUNA


