
 

What a paradox – ever since the coronavirus took 
prominence on the news and all types of media, 
people of all backgrounds started to talk about 

what the virus is and how to avoid it, and all the so-called 
experts agreed on certain measures to keep us from being 
infected. Some of the measures included a term that was 
not used much before - social distancing, and they started 
asking people to stay a meter apart, then the distance kept 
increasing until it reached two meters at the moment. 

Now plans are for a gradual return to government busi-
ness in phases, but I am sure that when people are allowed 
to go to government departments to process their papers, 
there will be huge numbers standing at counters. As an 
example, residency departments will be having unbeliev-
able numbers, because not all transactions can be 
processed online. 

The awqaf and Islamic affairs ministry said it will 
reopen mosques for worshippers and mentioned a few 
guidelines, such as keeping copies of the Holy Quran out 

of reach. An arrangement was made for the imam regard-
ing where he will stand and markings were made behind 
him indicating where each person should stand maintain-
ing the two-meter distance, besides having to wear masks, 
using sanitizers, etc. 

Now, it is our turn to act and behave correctly as 
required to keep the virus away from us and others. I say 
this because scenes of queues at co-ops, cooking gas out-
lets, bakeries and other places are not promising, so we 
are still in need of people of authority to be around to 
organize the lines and make people comply with instruc-
tions. We have to bear in mind that a large number of the 
current cases of coronavirus are caused by contact 
between people. So please put this type of behavior aside 
and be smart enough and well aware of what to do for 
each person’s wellbeing and to safeguard everybody’s 
health. 

Final word: “Trust yourself. You’ve survived a lot, and 
you’ll survive whatever is coming.” – Robert Tew
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IN MY VIEW

There’s a huge debate over when kids should go 
back to schools, not only in Kuwait, but world-
wide. Several news reports have said reopening 

has begun in numerous countries around the world, with 
many countries lifting their lockdowns. But various meas-
ures have been imposed, including wearing facemasks, 
social distancing and school timings. These basic steps 
are meant to keep students safe and reduce the transmis-
sion of the virus.  

For example, Denmark eased its coronavirus lock-
down in mid-April by reopening schools and daycare 
centers. Teaching staff are under instructions to maintain 
social distancing between children. Some teachers took 
pupils outside and wrote with chalk on the playground 
instead of a blackboard. I think this is a good way to con-
tinue the process of education and learning in a balanced 
and sustainable manner. 

 In Switzerland, parents are dropping their kids off at 
a distance and classrooms are half full to reduce crowd-
ing, with desks spaced two metres apart. Also, schools in 
Australia’s biggest state, New South Wales, allow stu-
dents to attend once a week on a staggered basis. In 
Shanghai, students and staff are required to enter the 
school building through a thermal scanner and the walls 
are papered with posters on measures to tackle the 
coronavirus. 

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson announced that 
British primary schools will partially reopen as of June 1. 
Johnson said in a press conference that the return to 
places of study will be confined in the first stage to stu-
dents between the ages of four and six and between 10 
and 11 years. 

I am opposed to stopping or preventing kids from 
learning under any circumstances, especially as this is not 
a case of war and weapons but illness that can be 
stopped by keeping a distance and your hands clean all 
the time. How difficult is that?! 

In Kuwait, schools are still closed. The Cabinet has 
suspended studies until August due to the implications of 
the coronavirus. The new school year should start on Dec 
1. I think this date seems logical, even though some peo-
ple have demanded the cancellation of the entire school 
year until the virus ends around the world. I don’t think 
this is sensible for several reasons, as no one can deter-
mine when this virus will end globally. I believe win-win 
solutions are always possible to address the situation. 

For example, the school week can be reduced to only 
two days a week, with limited numbers of pupils and 
spaced hours. The goal is to keep students in contact 
with their schools and continue the learning 
process. Leaving things unresolved is not correct 
because electronic games cannot replace school.

Closed schools 

Unseen enemy, known defenses

KUWAIT: A man and a child play on swings at a park in Kuwait during the two-hour outdoor exercise period on 
Tuesday. — Photo by Fouad Al-Shaikh 


