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NEW YORK:  NBA, NFL and Major League 
Baseball players union leaders say it’s likely the 
leagues they deal with will return in some fashion 
this year after being shut down for the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

But nothing is settled for any of the three biggest 
North American sports leagues and “certainty” on 
safety issues remains a major concern for those who 
will risk their health to play while trying to avoid 
contracting the virus. 

NFL Players Association executive director 
DeMaurice Smith, National Basketball Players 
Association executive 
director Michele Roberts 
and MLB Players 
Association executive 
director Tony Clark 
expressed confidence in a 
conference call with HBO 
for interviews airing today. 

Asked to rank the 
chances for leagues to 
return in 2020 from 1-10 
with 10 being certain of a 
comeback, Clark gave the 
MLB’s chances an 8 1/2 with Roberts saying 6 for 
the NBA and Smith giving the NFL a 6-7 range. 

“It was probably an eight last week,” Roberts 
said when the session was staged last Thursday. 
“I’ve gotten some recent concerns expressed by 
players now that babies (and) children have been 
infected, so heightened concerns have come into the 
conversation.” 

Roberts told ESPN in a report Tuesday that NBA 
players overwhelmingly want to resume the season 
but “need some level of certainty” regarding COID-

19 safeguard issues. 
“It’s time,” Roberts told ESPN. “It has been 2 1/2 

months of ‘What if?’ My players need some level of 
certainty. I think everybody does.” 

The NBA, whose players are conducting individ-
ual workouts at team facilities where allowed, is 
exploring a plan to resume the season in late July at 
Disney World in Orlando, Florida, although final 
details have yet to be determined. 

Roberts plans to speak with players from every 
team before the end of May. “Our guys need to 
know,” Roberts said. “Certainty will be good. But the 

players really want to 
play.” 

The MLBPA’s Clark 
had more confidence than 
his counterparts but still 
needed answers to some 
major issues. “I remain 
optimistic,” Clark said. 
“We don’t know every-
thing we want to know 
and how things are con-
tinuing to change, but I do 
remain optimistic we’ll get 

back out there and play.” 
 

NFLPA EYES OTHER UNIONS  
The NFL has announced a full schedule to com-

mence September 10 but all eyes will be on what 
moves the other leagues and unions make before the 
NFL is scheduled to launch its season. 

Smith said the NFL’s chances of playing could 
hinge on how other sports perform. “A lot depends 
on what happens with the other sports. And to say 
that we aren’t looking at what’s going to be happen-

ing in basketball and baseball... I’d be lying to you if 
we’re not,” he said. 

NBA team owners plan a conference call Friday 
that could reveal more details about COVID-19 
safeguards and a full return plan. Roberts said the 
union would not necessarily need to vote upon any 

comeback strategy from the league. 
“If we thought we needed a vote, we would,” 

Roberts said. “But our preferred method is talking to 
people or just having them talk to us. Then if we get a 
sense of what the sentiment is, then we can move for-
ward. We talk to our players and figure it out.” —AFP

NBA, MLB, NFL union bosses  
expect returns but none set
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MUNICH: Cody Chapman performs at Munich Mash 2019 Red Bull Roller Coaster in Munich, Germany. —Photo taken from www.redbullcontentpool.com

Thorpe, one of greatest  
US athletes of all time  

 
NEW YORK:  Jim Thorpe, a two-time Olympic gold 
medallist and formidable American football and base-
ball player, was one of the greatest US athletes of all 
time but the public often failed to recognise him as 
one of their own during his lifetime. 

Thorpe was born on May 28, 1888 (though some 
reports have him born on May 22 while others put the 
year as 1887) on Sac and Fox Nation land in 
Oklahoma to parents who were each half American 
Indian and half Caucasian. 

American Indians were not considered US citizens 
when Thorpe, already a two-time All-American run-
ning back under coach Pop Warner at Carlisle, won 
the right to compete on the U.S. Team at the 1912 
Games in Stockholm. 

At the Games he took gold in the pentathlon and 
then in the final event of the Games, the decathlon, set 
an Olympic record, leading King Gustav V of Sweden 
to call him “the greatest athlete in the world”. 

Yet when Thorpe returned to the United States he 
was barred from some hotels and restaurants, espe-
cially in the South, while travelling with his teams 
because of his race. 

“He dealt with adversity his whole life,” Justin 
Lenhart, museum curator for the Oklahoma Sports 
Hall of Fame, told Reuters. 

“Thorpe’s legacy is perseverance. He wasn’t a per-
fect man ... but he also accomplished a lot under some 
really tough circumstances.” 

Despite the obstacles he faced in everyday life, 
Thorpe dazzled on whatever field he played. In 1913, 
Thorpe signed with baseball’s New York Giants and 
would go on to play six MLB seasons, posting a 
career .252 batting average. But his bigger impact 
came playing his favourite sport, American football. 

He joined the Canton Bulldogs in 1915 and led them 
to three championships and was named an NFL All-
Pro in 1923. He was later inducted into the Hall of 
Fame for both collegiate and professional football. 

After his playing career, Thorpe struggled to find 
work during the Great Depression and ended up 
going to Hollywood, where he played bit parts in 
Westerns. —Reuters 

Safety remains major concern for those who will risk their health to play

WASHINGTON: File photo shows Michele Roberts, executive director of the National Basketball Players 
Association testifies before the Senate Commerce, Science and Transportation Committee on Capitol Hill 
on December 2, 2014. NBA players overwhelmingly want to resume the 2019-20 season but “need some 
level of certainty” in a comeback plan, players’ union executive director Michele Roberts said. —AFP

McIlroy hopes  
Ryder Cup will be  
moved to 2021 

 
LONDON: Rory McIlroy believes the 
Ryder Cup will be moved back to 2021 
under pressure from players to not lose 
the unique atmosphere of the biennial 
event behind closed doors. 

The coronavirus pandemic has 
wreaked havoc on the golfing calendar 
with the three US-based majors moved to 
later in the year and the British Open can-
celled. 

The Ryder Cup is still scheduled to 
take place from September 25-27 in 
Wisconsin, but spectators would almost 
certainly not be allowed to attend if it did 
go ahead. 

“I think the majority of players would 
like to see it pushed back until 2021 so 
that they can play in front of the atmos-
phere they want to play,” McIlroy told 
BBC Northern Ireland. 

“They want to play in front of crowds, 
that makes the Ryder Cup so special. “At 

the end of the day the players are the 
ones that make the Ryder Cup and if they 
don’t want to play then there isn’t a Ryder 
Cup. 

“I see it being pushed back to 2021 and 
honestly I think that would be the right 
cal l .”  European Ryder Cup captain 
Padraig Harrington has previously warned 
his players that they may have to sacrifice 
the thrill of playing in front of big crowds 
for the good of golf fans watching at 
home. 

“The players don’t want it but we might 
have to take one for the world of team 
sport and put an event on that people can 
watch,” said Harrington earlier this month. 

“It wouldn’t be the same for us but 
we’re craving sport on TV.” McIlroy is 
facing a busy end to the year with the 
PGA Tour set to return from June 11. The 
PGA Championship, US Open and 
Masters will follow in August, September 
and November respectively, but McIlroy 
is still disappointed the Open was not 
also rescheduled. 

“I was just as disappointed as everyone 
else that The Open got cancelled this 
year,” he added.”I think it would have 
been a good date in September if we 
were able to play it.” —AFP

DALLAS: While the NHL is 
preparing to restart its season by 
leaving off seven of its 31 teams, 
Dal las Mavericks owner Mark 
Cuban wants all of the NBA’s 30 
teams to be in action when basket-
ball resumes. 

Cuban wants each team to return 
for five to seven regular-season 
games, setting up a 20-team post-
season that would include a six-
team play-in tournament. 

The emphasis on resuming the 
regular season is tied to the point 
at which the NBA’s regular season 
was suspended due to the coron-
avirus pandemic. When play was 
halted on March 11 after Utah Jazz 
center Rudy Gobert tested positive 
for COVID-19, NBA teams had 
played between 63 and 67 games 
of their 82-game schedule. 

According to multiple media 
reports , TV contracts  require 
teams to play at least 70 regu-
lar-season games. The restarted 
regular season would give teams 
just outside of the current post-

season cutoff another chance to 
sneak into the field. And with 10 
spots available from each confer-
ence , Cuban  po in ted  ou t  to 
ESPN that all but two teams, the 
Minneso ta  Timberwo lves  and 
Golden State  Warr iors , would 
have a chance to make the play-
offs under his proposal. 

Once the 20 positions are filled, 
the teams would be ranked by 
record regardless of conference, 
and the top 14 would be assured of 
making the standard, 16-team play-
off bracket. 

The play-in event would begin 
with No. 17 opposing No. 20, and 
with No. 18 opposing No. 19. The 
winner of those matchups, which 
might be either one game or a best-
of-three, would then advance to 
face Nos. 15 and 16 in best-of-five 
series, Cuban said, according to 
NBC Sports. 

Once the field is down to the usu-
al 16 teams, the playoffs would con-
tinue in the traditional format, with 
remaining rounds all best-of-seven. 

“It ’s  fair. It ’s  entertaining,” 
Cuban told ESPN. Cuban told NBC 
Sports’  Mike Tirico. “I want to 
change things around. You know 
me, I’m a mover and a shaker. I 
want to experiment. 

“(This plan) gives us a chance to 
have some more playoff games, 
some more excitement, some more 
meaningful  games. That gives 
almost every team a chance when 
we come back for whatever’s going 
to be left of our regular season to 
do something interesting and com-
pete for something. 

“I think we gotta change it up 
some. We can’t just go the tried and 
true way.” The proposal could wind 
up hurting Cuban’s own team, as 
the Mavericks currently are in sev-
enth place in the Western 
Conference. —Reuters 

The NBA announced Saturday 
that it is in discussions with The 
Walt Disney Company about a late-
July restart at Disney’s ESPN Wide 
World of Sports Complex near 
Orlando. —Reuters

Cuban proposes NBA regular-season restart 

Players  
really want  

to play


