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  In this file photo billionaire founder of global acrobatic 
troupe Cirque du Soleil, Guy Laliberte, arrives at the 
courthouse of Papeete, French Polynesia, following his 
indictment on drug charges.—AFP  

 In this file photo taken on October 12, 2015 French car-
toonist and author Albert Uderzo takes part in a press 
conference in Paris for the release of the Asterix album 
“Le Papyrus de Cesar” (Caesar’s Papyrus). – AFP  

Maddalena serves ice cream to customers at the Brivido ice cream parlour in the Testaccio district of Rome.—AFP photos 

T
he Quebec government on Tuesday offered a 
conditional loan of US$200 million to Cirque du 
Soleil, the world’s most famous circus troupe, 

which is struggling due to the coronavirus pandemic. 
“I am announcing today that the executive council has 
granted financial assistance of up to $200 million for 
the revival of the circus,” said Quebec’s economy min-
ister Pierre Fitzgibbon. He noted that an agreement in 
principle between the province and Cirque’s current 
shareholders — American investment group TPG 
Capital and China’s Fosun Group, as well as the Caisse 
de depot et placement du Quebec (CDPQ) — had 
been reached. 

Under the agreement, Cirque du Soleil’s headquar-
ters will stay in Montreal, and Quebec can potentially 
buy out the participating shares from the Chinese and 

American groups. Cirque du Soleil has been hit hard 
by the pandemic, which forced it to cancel 44 shows 
around the world and furlough 4,679 employees, or 95 
percent of its staff. Founder Guy Laliberte announced 
Sunday he intends to try to buy back the troupe. 
Laliberte, a former stilt-walker-turned-millionaire who 
co-founded the troupe in 1984, sold his last remaining 
stake in Cirque in February. 

He announced his intention during the popular 
Radio Canada show “Tout le monde en parle” 
(“Everybody’s talking about it”). “We have a good 
plan. We think we’ll be able to bring back the sacred 
fire,” he said. On Monday, he noted that “it goes with-
out saying, this relaunch will have to be done at the 
right price... Not at any price.” The circus is heavily 
handicapped by an estimated debt of $900 million. 

Laliberte, who sold most of his shares to Fosun and 
TPG Capital in a $1.5 billion deal in 2015, declined to 
give details on his eventual offer or his partners, saying 
only he was well-supported. In 2015, TPG Capital 
acquired a 60 percent majority stake in the troupe, 
and China’s Fosun Group bought a 20 percent stake. 
Caisse de depot et placement du Quebec (CDPQ), an 
institutional investment company, bought a 10 percent 
stake. CDPQ then bought Laliberte’s remaining 10 per-
cent stake in February, bringing its total stake to 20 
percent. Several groups, including Quebec-based 
Quebecor, have expressed an interest in an eventual 
buyout of Cirque du Soleil.—AFP  

 

Quebec comes to rescue of struggling Cirque du Soleil 

Asterix creator who 
died from virus leaves 
drawings to hospitals 
 
 

F
our original drawings by the creator of Asterix 
the Gaul sold Tuesday for nearly 400,000 euros 
to benefit Paris hospitals. Albert Uderzo, who 

invented the plucky hero who gleefully took on 
Roman legions, died from heart failure linked to the 
coronavirus in March at the age of 92. 

His widow Ada said the charity auction was a way 
of thanking “our new heroes who have resisted the 
invader,” a reference to the virus that has killed more 
than 28,000 people in France. The four original car-
toons sold for 390,000 euros ($426,000), the auction 
house Artcurial told AFP. 

Uderzo co-created Asterix with scriptwriter Rene 
Goscinny and kept the epic going after his friend’s 
untimely death in 1977. He went on to create an entire 
gallery of characters beloved of children and adults 
across the world. The drawings—which included 
images from the relatively recent adventures, “Asterix 
and the Secret Weapon” and “Asterix and Obelix All 
At Sea”—were donated to the Paris hospitals trust by 
the artist’s widow and daughter. 

Ada Uderzo and her daughter Sylvie wanted “to 
join with whole nation in paying tribute to French 
hospital staff” for their work during the pandemic, the 
auction house said. More than 380 million Asterix 
books have been sold worldwide in 111 languages, 
with films, television series, video games and a French 
theme park dedicated to the comic and its charac-
ters.—AFP  

S
trawberry and chocolate or fig and hazelnut? 
Italians have been celebrating the end of the 
coronavirus lockdown with one of their favourite 

treats: artisanal gelatos. “After a long period spent at 
home, many have chosen to cool down with an ice 
cream even during the week, at lunchtime,” agriculture 
group Coldiretti  said in a statement. The country’s 
39,000 gelato shops, which employ 150,000 people 
and post annual sales of 2.8 billion euros ($3.1 billion), 

were being “saved” by people’s desperation to spend 
time outdoors after almost three months inside. 

The sector had “decidedly picked up again” follow-
ing the economically-crippling nationwide shutdown, 
it said. Nearly 240 tonnes of ice cream were consumed 
last weekend in Rome and along the Lazio coastline 
alone, but cones were being licked up and down the 
country in cities and seaside resorts alike, it said. 

They were helping fight not only lockdown fever 

but also stickier than average temperatures, with this 
year being classified so far as the hottest since records 
began in 1880, Coldiretti said. A whopping 94 percent 
of Italians regularly eat ice cream, it said, with seven in 
10 preferring it piled on a cone rather than scooped 
into a little tub. Many like it with freshly-whipped 
cream on top.—AFP  

 

Italians celebrate lockdown’s end with ice cream 

“N
othing will ever be the same 
again” has been the constant 
refrain of the coronavirus 

era. But for the fashion world that may 
well be true. Tectonic plates have been 
shifting inside the industry during the 
lockdown, with a wave of designers 
standing up to say that the mad whirr of 
the fashion circus has to slow. 

 While many have questioned its fre-
netic rhythm and wasteful over-produc-
tion for years, few big-name insiders 
dared openly to question the hamster 
wheel of spring/summer, autumn/winter, 
cruise and pre-fall shows, as well as the 
now mandatory capsule collections. The 
first cracks in the facade began to 
appear last month, when Saint Laurent 
designer Anthony Vaccarello said he was 
pulling out of Paris fashion week this 
year. Henceforth “the brand will lead its 
own rhythm... and take control of its pace 
and reshape its schedule,” he declared. 

 
‘Clothes need longer life’  

This week Gucci’s Alessandro 
Michele joined the revolt by saying he 
was slashing his shows from five to two a 
year, and questioning the very idea of 
seasonal collections which have under-
pinned fashion since World War II. 
“Clothes should have a longer life,” he 
said in a virtual press conference from 
Milan, insisting that his future collections 
would be “seasonless”. Michele is no 
pouting rebel, but fashion’s commercially 
savvy darling who has turned Gucci into 
a cash cow for the French luxury con-
glomerate Kering with his ironic kitschy 

style that has echoes of Wes Anderson 
and John Waters films. 

And it is not the just the young guns 
who have had enough.    The doyen of 
designers, Giorgio Armani—still working 
at age 85 — said it was time to “cut out 
the superfluous” and rein in fashion’s 
gruelling schedule. “The times that we 
are living in are turbulent, but they give 
us a unique chance to see what is not 
working... to find a more human dimen-
sion to it,” he said. More significant still 
has been an open letter initiated by the 
Belgian master Dries Van Noten and ris-
ing French designer Marine Serre calling 
for a rethinking of how luxury fashion 
works. 

Several hundred industry players have 
since signed it including brands, creators 
and department stores like Chloe, Thom 
Browne, Y/Project, Lemaire, Alexandre 
Mattiussi, Nordstrom, Bergdorf 
Goodman, Selfridges and Harvey 
Nichols. They call for “fundamental 
change that will simplify businesses, 
making them more environmentally and 
socially sustainable” and are now in talks 
with the organisers of the four big fash-
ion weeks in Paris, Milan, New York and 
London. 

 
Over-production  

Van Noten has also called for an end 
to the frenzy of discounting and Black 
Friday-type sales and pleaded for 
clothes to stay longer in the shops. He 
wants winter clothes to hit the shops in 
winter and summer ones in summer, 
rather than months before as they do 

now.  
“It’s not normal to buy winter clothes 

in May,” Van Noten said. Nor was it nor-
mal for a collection to be “discounted at 
50 percent a month after it hits the 
floor.” He said current retail culture was 
creating a “vicious circle” of waste and 
over-production. “After the sales, shops 
need something new and we are pushed 
to make more and more collections,” he 
told the French daily Le Monde. “I may 
be naive, but I think that maybe what 
happened with gastronomy a few years 
ago could happen in fashion. We saw the 
emergence of a wave of restaurants with 
shorter, seasonal menus that were less 
ostentatious,” Van Noten said. 

Serre—who has made a name for her-
self for up-cycling and reusing materi-
al—said fashion should see the coron-
avirus crisis “as a chance take responsi-
bility” environmentally.   “The advantage 
of being independent is that you are not 
motivated by money. What matters is the 
quality of our work,” she said. “That 
makes change possible.” Gucci and Saint 
Laurent are part of Kering, one of two 
French giants that dominate luxury fash-
ion. But contacted by AFP, it declined to 
comment on whether it supported the 
overhaul of the calendar its creators are 
championing. LVMH, the world’s biggest 
luxury goods group, which owns Louis 
Vuitton, Dior and a plethora of other 
labels, has also remained silent.—AFP  

 

US writer Joyce 
Carol Oates wins 
France’s richest 
book prize 
 

U
S writer Joyce Carol Oates, so 
often a bridesmaid for the Nobel 
literature prize, won France’s 

richest books prize Monday. The Cino 
del Duca World Prize, which is worth 
200,000 euros ($218,000), is often 
seen as a stepping stone to the Nobel, 
with Andrei Sakharov, Mario Vargas 
Llosa and the French novelist Patrick 
Modiano all winning it before going on 
to Nobel glory. Five of Oates’ books, 
including her novel “Blonde”, which 
chronicled the inner life of Marilyn 
Monroe, have been finalists for the 
Pulitzer Prize, without ever winning. 

However, the 81-year-old has won 
the US National Book Award and a 
host of other accolades for her more 
than 60 novels, short story collections, 
plays and a memoir, “Lost Landscape”. 
Regularly tipped for the Nobel, Oates 
has been hailed for fearlessly walking 
into some of the most contentious 
debates in US society, with her novel, 
“A Book of American Martyrs”, turning 
on the murder of a doctor in an abor-
tion clinic. An avid Twitter user, she 
shares pictures of her cats in between 
frequent digs at US President Donald 
Trump, who she has branded a 
“lunatic”.  “Every day he’s setting these 
little fires all over” while a “more dan-
gerous fire... is corroding away, one by 
one, the things that we hold dear,” she 
said last year. 

The prize is named after an Italian-
born businessman, film producer and 
philanthropist and run by the Institut 
de France, which includes the 
Academie Francaise, the guardian of 
the French language and its official dic-
tionary. It was due to be handed to 
Oates in Paris next month but the cere-
mony has been cancelled because of 
the coronavirus.—AFP  

 

Marie-Antoinette’s 
travel bag goes  
for royal ransom 
 

A
 travel bag belonging to the ill-fated 
French queen Marie-Antoinette sold 
for more than five times its estimate in 

an auction of royal memorabilia near her one-
time home at the Palace of Versailles. A large 
embroidered serviette used during the coro-
nation of the Austrian-born monarch—who 
lost her head during the French Revolution—
also went for several times its estimate. The 
Osenat auction house said that there had 
been fierce bidding late Sunday “both in the 
room, over the telephone and on the internet” 
for the relics of France’s most iconic queen. 

The leather travel bag with the studded 
“Queen’s room number 10” inscription went 
for 43,750 euros ($47,600), having had an 
estimate of between 8,000 and 10,000 euros. 
The damask serviette embroidered with the 
royal fleurs de lys insignia and leaf crowns 
with a bouquet of roses at its centre, went for 
14,500 euros. Marie-Antoinette had fond 
memories of the coronation ceremony in 
Reims cathedral in 1775, writing to her moth-
er in Vienna, “it’s an amazing thing to be so 
well received two months after the revolt” 
over high bread prices. 

Ironically, it was her supposed insistence 
that the starving peasants eat cake—“Let 
them eat brioche”—that would later help seal 
her fate and that of the French monarchy, 
although there is no evidence that Marie-
Antoinette actually said that.   A lock of hair 
from her husband, Louis XVI, who also lost 
his head on the guillotine, went under the 
hammer for 4,000 euros. The couple are still 
regarded as martyr saints to French monar-
chists, with the king’s hair kept inside a 
medallion of rock crystal in the shape of a 
heart. — AFP  

 

In this file photo US writer Joyce 
Carol Oates poses during a photocall 
at the 36th American Film Festival, in 
Deauville, northwestern France.—AFP 

In this file photo taken on February 24, 2016 designer 
Alessandro Michele walks the runway at the end of the show 
for fashion house Gucci during the Autumn-Winter 2016 / 
2017 Milan Fashion Week. 

  In this file photo taken on February 19, 2020 models present creations for Gucci’s Women Fall - Winter 2020 collection in 
Milan. –AFP photos 

  In this file photo taken on June 21, 2018 Belgian designer 
Dries Van Noten acknowledges the audience at the end of his 
men’s Spring/Summer 2019 collection fashion show in Paris. 

Fashion revolution as designers  

rebel against ‘wasteful’ calendar


