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This photo taken on April 12, 2020 shows Italian tenor 
and opera singer Andrea Bocelli sing during a rehearsal 
on a deserted Piazza del Duomo in central Milan.—AFP  

In this file photo taken on July 20, 2012 US drummer 
Jimmy Cobb performs during the 47th Heineken 
Jazzaldia, in the northern Spanish city of San 
Sebastian.—AFP  

The creator of the “Harry Potter” books JK 
Rowling said on Tuesday she would release a free 
online serialisation of a bed-time story she wrote 

for her children 10 years ago. The superstar British 
writer said she decided to pull “The Ickabog” story 
“down from the attic” and publish it for children forced 
to stay at home during the coronavirus lockdown. “My 
now teenagers were touchingly enthusiastic, so down-
stairs came the very dusty box, and for the last few 
weeks I’ve been immersed in a fictional world I thought 
I’d never enter again,” she said in a statement. 

Rowling said she would post the first two chapters 
on a dedicated website — www.theickabog.com — on 
Tuesday, with 34 further instalments released each 
weekday until July 10.  She then intends to publish the 

story in English in November and other languages later 
on. All royalties will be given to projects assisting 
groups particularly affected by the pandemic. Written 
to be read aloud, “The Ickabog” is a story “in the fairy 
tale tradition” set in an imaginary land and aimed pri-
marily at children aged between seven and nine.  

It is unrelated to any of Rowling’s other previous 
works, though she noted it was penned “in fits and 
starts” between her “Harry Potter” books. “‘The 
Ickabog’ is a story about truth and the abuse of pow-
er,” she said, adding it was not “intended to be read as 
a response to anything that’s happening in the world 
right now”. “The themes are timeless and could apply 
to any era or any country,” she said. The author is invit-
ing budding young artists inspired by its “host of 

colourful characters and fast-paced plot” to illustrate 
the story and enter their artworks into a global compe-
tition being run by her publishers. 

The winners will have their drawings included in the 
published book in their part of the world.  “Having 
decided to publish, I thought how wonderful it would 
be if children in lockdown, or otherwise needing dis-
traction during the strange and difficult time we’re 
passing through, illustrated the story for me,” she said. 
Rowling added she wanted to see “imaginations run 
wild”.  “Creativity, inventiveness and effort are the most 
important things: we aren’t necessarily looking for the 
most technical skill!” she said.—AFP  

 

JK Rowling to publish fairy tale free for locked-down children 
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Italian tenor  
Andrea Bocelli says 
he had coronavirus 
 

Renowned Italian tenor Andrea Bocelli said 
Tuesday he had caught the novel coronavirus 
but was now recovered, describing the experi-

ence as “a nightmare”. Bocelli, who has been blind 
since age 12, raised spirits in Italy during the pan-
demic, which has killed nearly 33,000 people, by 
singing alone in Milan’s Duomo on April 12. That was 
just over a month after the 61-year-old had tested 
positive for the virus. “It was a tragedy, my whole 
family was contaminated,” he told journalists at a 
hospital in Pisa where he had gone with his wife to 
donate their plasma for COVID-19 research. 

The blood plasma will be used by scientists hoping 
to develop treatments. “We all had a fever—though 
thankfully not high ones—with sneezing and cough-
ing,” Bocelli said. “I had to cancel many concerts... It 
was like living a nightmare because I felt like I was no 
longer in control of things. I was hoping to wake up 
at any moment,” he said. The singer, who has sold 
over 90 million records worldwide, said he “thanks 
God” he was not a politician who had to take deci-
sions but felt there was “too much scaremongering” 
about COVID-19 in Italy now the crisis appears to 
have passed its peak.—AFP  

Hundreds of people gathered to mourn the death 
of Guinean singer Mory Kante in his native 
country’s capital Conakry on Tuesday, to the 

sound of keening and traditional musical laments.   
Kante, who helped introduce African music to a 
world audience in the 1980s, died in Conakry on 
Friday after at age 70 after succumbing to untreated 
health problems. Restrictions related to the global 
coronavirus pandemic had prevented him from trav-
elling abroad to seek medical help. 

Born into a celebrated family of “griots” — tradi-
tional singer-poets — Kante is best known for his 
dance song “Yeke Yeke,” which was a huge hit in 
Africa before becoming a No. 1 in several European 
countries in 1988. At a pre-burial ceremony on the 
grounds of a Conakry hospital on Tuesday, two 
women collapsed in tears as the musician’s coffin, 
which was draped in the Guinean flag, was laid inside 
a tent. 

Some 200 people — relatives, friends and govern-
ment officials — attended the ceremony, where 
Mandingo griots sang laments accompanied by kora 

and balofon music. Hundreds more mourners stood 
outside the hospital grounds, and followed the 
cortege as it made its way to a nearby cemetary. A 
large contingent of Kante’s family, including many of 
his 14 children, were unable to attend the funeral 
because of coronavirus restrictions.  

“They are all stuck in Paris, in Ivory Coast, in Mali, 
and even in the United States,” said Kader Yomba, 
one of the musician’s sons, who managed to attend 
the funeral.  “It’s sad and a shame,” he added.  Guinea 
is one of the African countries that has been worst hit 
by the coronavirus pandemic, with authorities having 
recorded over 3,300 cases to date, with 20 fatalities.  
It has closed its borders in a bid to curb infections. 

Guinea’s culture minister, Sanoussi Bantama Sow, 
promised that a more fitting ceremony would be held 
for Kante after the pandemic ebbs. Kante’s death 
sparked an outpouring of tributes from musicians and 
dignitaries across the world.   Guinean President 
Alpha Conde tweeted on Friday that “African culture 
is in mourning”.—AFP  

 

Mourners gather for funeral of Guinean singer Mory Kante 

In this file photo taken on July 14, 2010 Guinea’s singer 
Mory Kante performs during the 46th session of the 
International Carthage festival at the Roman theatre in 
Carthage, near Tunis. –AFP photos 

The coffin of the late Guinean singer Mory Kante is displayed during his funeral on 
Monday in Conakry Guinea. 

Mourners cry during the funeral of the late Guinean singer Mory Kante. 

Last Paris street 
singer takes final bow 
 

Paris’ last street singer—who once competed 
with Edith Piaf to draw the crowds—has died, 
her godson said Monday. Lily Lian, a legend of 

Paris working class life who was immortalised twice 
in full flow with her loud hailer by the photographer 
Robert Doisneau, died on Sunday in a hospital near 
Paris aged 103. A friend of the crooner Maurice 
Chevalier and of actor and singer Yves Montand, she 
was regarded as the last exponent of a 300-year-old 
trade, where singers sold lyrics and sheet music for 
their songs on the street. 

Known as “Lily Panam”, after the slang term 
“Paname” for the French capital, she began her career 
with Piaf in its cafes and on street corners where 
singers were the walking jukeboxes of pre-war Paris. 
But with the spread of radios and record 
players, street singers found it hard to compete, and 
Lian never quite made the transition into the indoor 
entertainment industry despite her good looks. Born 
in 1917 when World War I was at its height, she lost 
her father, a communist resistance fighter, in 1944.    
But the one-time muse of the songwriter Vincent 
Scotto had something of renaissance in the 1980s 
after writing her autobiography, “Lily Panam: 
Memories of the Last Street Singer.”—AFP  

‘Kind of Blue’ jazz 
drummer Jimmy 
Cobb dies 
 

Jimmy Cobb, the drummer on Miles Davis’s 1959 
jazz classic “Kind of Blue”—revered by critics 
as one of the greatest albums of all time—has 

died aged 91, US media reported Monday. His wife 
Eleana Cobb said the musician died on Sunday of 
lung cancer at home in Manhattan, according to 
broadcaster NPR and other outlets. “He was a very 
special and unusual person—a gifted musician with 
natural talent, like an athlete,” she told the New York 
Daily News. 

Cobb had been the last surviving member of the 
sextet who recorded “Kind of Blue” over two days in 
a converted church in New York. Led by Davis at the 
height of his career on his crisp and soulful trumpet, 
the group included saxophone legends John Coltrane 
and Julian “Cannonball” Adderley, pianists Bill Evans 
and Wynton Kelly, and bassist Paul Chambers. In a 
2009 interview with AFP, Cobb said Davis had only 
told the group what he wanted after they arrived at 
the Columbia Records studio. “It was just something 
Miles had on a slip of manuscript paper,” he said. 

Most of it was done in one take, “because that’s 
what Miles liked. If you keep doing it over it gets to 
be stale a little bit. He figured your first shot is your 
best shot.” “Kind of Blue” was another venture by 
Davis into modal jazz—which emerged in the 1950s 
and in which improvisations are based on scales, or 
modes, rather than a sequence of chords, allowing 
more freedom of melodic expression. —AFP 

Senegalese superstar Youssou N’Dour and 
Grammy-winner Angelique Kidjo were among a 
galaxy of African talent brought together for a vir-

tual concert to raise awareness of the coronavirus pan-
demic. More than 100 artists and celebrities from across 
the continent and the diaspora took part in the WAN 
Show broadcast online by the Worldwide Afro Network 
and carried by 200 African channels on Monday to mark 
Africa Day. “After COVID-19, Africa will be great, Africa 
will be strong. Together we are unbeatable,” Malian kora 
star and hip-hop artist Sidiki Diabate said at the launch 
of the virtual concert. 

The event was modelled after the “One World: 
Together At Home” concert in April that brought togeth-
er Taylor Swift and the Rolling Stones playing from their 
homes. Malian Afro-pop star Salif Keita, Congolese 
singer Fally Ipupa, Nigeria’s Wizkid, Femi Kuti, 
Senegalese rapper Awadi, Ivory Coast’s Magic System 
and Beninese singer Zeynab were among the stars per-
forming from their living rooms, studio or garden, ending 
their songs with the line: “Together as one.” The high-
light of the evening was a remote duet between “Seven 
Seconds” star N’Dour and Coldplay’s Chris Martin, who 
sang “A Sky Full of Stars.” 

“I never thought in a million years I’d see Youssou 
sing on a Coldplay track,” viewer Awacham tweeted. “I 
am optimistic, culture is at the beginning and at the end 
of everything,” said N’Dour, sponsor of the evening, 
which aimed “first to raise awareness of the fight against 
the pandemic, but also to say that in many areas nothing 
will ever be the same again”. Brazilian artist Carlinhos 
Brown, Guadeloupean band Kassav’ and Jamaica’s The 
Wailers Band, formed by the remaining members of Bob 
Marley’s group, were among other stars taking part. 
Jamaican reggae and ska legend Jimmy Cliff recorded “a 
message in these uncertain times”. “The time has come 
again for us Africans to show the world who we are. 
Those in the continent and in the diaspora, it is time to 
be together as one,” he said.  

 
‘We shall overcome’  

Other celebrities and personalities including French 

actor Omar Sy, former Ghanaian president Jerry 
Rawlings and UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres 
also joined in. “Africa is a continent of rich history, cul-
ture uniqueness and dynamism. Africa must rise above 
this as we have done with every previous challenge,” 
said Rawlings. “Together as one  I know we shall over-
come and if music is the food of love let us play on.” 
Africa is so far coping with the global health crisis better 
than expected and has recorded around 115,000 
COVID-19 cases and 3,500 deaths. 

The pandemic has killed more than 344,000 people 
worldwide. “How sad to be stuck in the land of joy and 
good humour,” joked French-born Tunisian comedian 
Samia Orosemane, who is currently in Ivory Coast due 
to the pandemic. “I would so much have liked to return 
to Paris where people are fighting for toilet paper,” she 
said. However, the evening sometimes took a more politi-
cal turn.   Benin-born Hollywood actor Djimon 
Hounsou spoke about the controversy over vaccine trials 
in Africa. “Time for self-preservation, time to be atten-
tive, time to stay vigilant from any Westerners coming to 
test their vaccine on us,” said the “Blood Diamond” and 
“Guardians of the Galaxy” star. “Deceit can be powerful 
but truth is even more powerful,” he said.  British super-
model Naomi Campbell called for Africans to come 
together.—AFP 

Galaxy of African stars hold 
virtual coronavirus concert

A young woman and her child watches the Malian artist, 
Salif Keita perform on television, at their home in 
Abidjan.—AFP  

This file picture taken in the 50’s shows French singer 
Lily Lian posing during a photo session at the Harcourt 
studios in Paris. – AFP  

In this file photo Mexican director Alfonso 
Cuaron arrives for the 2019 LACMA 
Art+Film Gala at the Los Angeles County 
Museum of Art in Los Angeles. – AFP  

Oscar-winning Mexican film 
director Alfonso Cuaron on 
Tuesday backed calls to ensure 

thousands of domestic workers laid off 
during the COVID-19 pandemic con-
tinue to be paid. “It is our responsibility 
as employers to pay their wages in this 
time of uncertainty,” said Cuaron, who 
won the best director Oscar at the 
2019 Academy Awards for “Roma.”   
“The objective of this campaign is to 
remember how important it is to take 
care of those who care for us and the 

respect that the workers deserve,” the 
58-year-old filmmaker said. 

Cuaron, whose film cast a spotlight 
on Latin America’s domestic workers, 
threw his weight behind a campaign by 
the Center for Support and Training for 
Domestic Employees, CACEH. The 
majority of Mexico’s 2.3 million domes-
tic employees live a precarious exis-
tence from day to day and have no 
social security, the organization said. 
“Thousands of these workers have 
been left without work or without 

wages after the arrival of the coron-
avirus in this country,” it said. 

“Many employers have asked them 
to stop working to protect the health of 
the family, but have given them no cer-
tainty” about continuing payment, the 
organization said. Mexico, with a popu-
lation of 120 million, has registered over 
71,000 infections and more than 7,600 
deaths from the virus—Latin America’s 
highest toll after Brazil.—AFP  

 

Mexican filmmaker Cuaron backs domestic workers over pay 


