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HONG KONG: Hong Kong riot police fired pepper pel-
lets to disperse protesters in the heart of the global fi-
nancial centre yesterday, as new national security laws 
proposed by Beijing revived anti-government demon-
strations. Police also surrounded the Legislative Council 
where a bill was due to be debated that would criminal-
ize disrespect of the Chinese anthem, amid soaring ten-
sions over perceived threats to the semi-autonomous 
city’s freedoms. 

People of all ages took to the streets, some dressed 
in black, some wearing office clothes, and some hiding 
their identities with open umbrellas in scenes reminis-
cent of the unrest that shook the city last year. “Although 
you’re afraid inside your 
heart, you need to speak 
out,” said Chang, 29, a clerk 
and protester dressed in 
black with a helmet respira-
tor and goggles in her back-
pack. A call to gather around 
the Legislative Council was 
scrapped due to a heavy 
presence of riot police. Many 
shops, bank branches and of-
fice buildings closed early. 
Dozens of people were seen 
rounded up by riot police 
and made to sit on a sidewalk. 

Protests have returned to the streets of Chinese-
ruled Hong Kong after Beijing proposed national secu-
rity laws aimed at tackling secession, subversion and 
terrorist activities. The planned laws could see Chinese 
intelligence agencies set up bases in the semi-au-
tonomous city. The move triggered the first big street 
unrest in Hong Kong in months on Sunday, with police 
firing tear gas and water cannon to disperse protesters. 
The United States, Australia, Britain, Canada and others 

have expressed concerns about the legislation, widely 
seen as a potential turning point for China’s freest city 
and one of the world’s leading financial hubs. 

Police said they had arrested at least 16 people yes-
terday, aged 14-40, for alleged crimes including posses-
sion of offensive weapons, possession of tools for illegal 
use and dangerous driving. Protesters in a downtown 
shopping mall chanted “Liberate Hong Kong! Revolution 
of our times” and “Hong Kong independence, the only 
way out”, but dispersed as lookouts shouted a warning 
to “go shopping!” at the sight of police vans outside. One 
protester was seen with a placard reading “one country, 
two systems is a lie”, referring to the political system put 

in place at Britain’s 1997 
handover of the city to China 
that is meant to guarantee 
Hong Kong’s freedoms until 
at least 2047. 

“I’m scared ... if you don’t 
come out today, you’ll never 
be able to come out. This is 
legislation that directly af-
fects us,” said Ryan Tsang, a 
hotel manager. Chinese au-
thorities and the Beijing-
backed government in Hong 
Kong say there is no threat 

to the city’s high degree of autonomy and the new se-
curity laws will be tightly focused. “It’s for the long-term 
stability of Hong Kong and China, it won’t affect the 
freedom of assembly and speech and it won’t affect the 
city’s status as a financial centre,” Hong Kong Chief Sec-
retary Matthew Cheung told reporters. “It would pro-
vide a stable environment for businesses.” 

Hong Kong’s most prominent tycoon, Li Ka-shing, said 
in a statement security laws were within every nation’s right, 
but Hong Kong had the “mission-critical task” to maintain 

trust in “one country, two systems”. Hong Kong media re-
ported Beijing had expanded the scope of the draft security 
legislation to include organizations as well as individuals. 
The law was being revised to cover not just behavior or 
acts that endanger national security, but also activities, 
broadcaster RTHK and the South China Morning Post re-
ported. US President Donald Trump on Tuesday said the 
United States this week would announce a strong response 
to the planned security legislation for Hong Kong.  

 
Hong Kong shares slide 

The US-China Business Council (USCBC) urged “all 
leaders to take those steps necessary to de-escalate ten-
sions, promote economic recovery and the rule of law, 
and preserve the ‘one country, two systems’ principle.” 

Asian shares slipped over rising tensions between the 
United States and China. Hong Kong shares led declines 
with the Hang Seng falling 0.46%, though it kept a bit 
of distance from a two-month low touched on Monday. 
Protesters and pro-democracy politicians say Hong 
Kong’s National Anthem Bill, which aims to govern the 
use and playing of the Chinese national anthem, repre-
sents another sign of what they see as accelerating in-
terference from Beijing.  

The bill carries penalties of up to three years jail 
and/or fines of up to HK$50,000 ($6,450) for those who 
insult the anthem. It also orders that primary and sec-
ondary school students in Hong Kong be taught to sing 
the “March of the Volunteers”, along with its history and 
etiquette. —Reuters 

Crash landing:  
Virus hits global  
air transport hard  

 
 
PARIS: The COVID-19 pandemic has bat-
tered the air transport sector by all but 
grounding planes, resulting in layoffs, bank-
ruptcies and rescue plans. The International 
Air Transport Association (IATA) has esti-
mated global airlines will lose $314 billion (286 
billion euros) in 2020 revenues. That’s a 55 
percent dive compared to 2019, and air traffic 
will not bounce back to where it stood before 
the virus until 2023, the IATA says. Here’s a 
recap of some of the major casualties. 
 

Gone under  
Latin America’s largest airline LATAM, 

which has more than 42,000 employees, be-
came the latest carrier to file for bankruptcy 
on Tuesday. It entered into a voluntary reor-
ganization under Chapter 11 protection in the 
United States, which allows a company that 
is no longer able to repay its debt to restruc-
ture without pressure from creditors.  This 
comes just two weeks after Colombia’s 
Avianca, which has 20,000 staff, also filed for 
bankruptcy in the US to reorganize its debt. 
Cash-strapped giant Virgin Australia also col-
lapsed on April 21, going into administration. 
The airline had appealed for a Aus$1.4 billion 
($930 million) loan to stay afloat, but the gov-
ernment refused to bail out the majority for-
eign-owned company. The pandemic has also 
led to the collapse of South Africa’s Comair 
and South African Airways (SAA), Britain’s 
Flybe and four subsidiaries of Norwegian Air 

Shuttle in Sweden and Denmark. 
 

Jobs slashed   
Air Canada plans to lay off more than half 

of its workforce, or at least 19,000 employ-
ees. British Airways will shed 12,000 jobs or 
30 percent of its workforce, US Delta Air 
Lines will carry out 10,000 redundancies (11 
percent), while Scandinavia’s SAS will lay off 
5,000 jobs (40 percent). Other job losses will 
come at United Airlines in the US (3,450 of-
ficials), Britain’s Virgin Atlantic (3,150), Ire-
land’s Ryanair (3,000) and Aer Lingus (900), 
Icelandair (2,000), Brussels Airlines (1,000), 
Hungary’s Wizz Air (1,000) and Fiji Airways 
(758). The damage to the air sector extends 
beyond the airlines. US plane manufacturer 

Boeing has announced 16,000 layoffs, or 10 
percent of its workforce in the civil aviation 
sector. In the engine sector, US manufacturer 
General Electric and Britain’s Rolls-Royce 
have also slashed 12,600 and 9,000 jobs re-
spectively. 

German airline group Lufthansa struck a 
nine-billion-euro ($9.8 billion) rescue deal 
with the government on Monday, under 
which Berlin will become its main share-
holder. Also in Germany, charter firm Condor, 
a subsidiary of bankrupt travel agency 
Thomas Cook, secured 550 million euros in 
loans, underwritten by the state. France and 
the Netherlands have rushed to the rescue of 
Air France-KLM with a plan of between nine 
and 11 billion euros. — AFP 

HONG KONG: Hong Kong riot police (left) issue a warning as they plan to clear away people who gathered in the 
Central district of downtown Hong Kong yesterday. — AFP
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Confusion, jitters 
as India domestic 
flights resume 

 
 

NEW DELHI: Domestic flights resumed in 
India on Monday even as coronavirus cases 
surge, while confusion about quarantine rules 
prompted jitters among passengers and the 
cancellation of dozens of planes. India had 
halted all flights within the country, and de-
parting and leaving for abroad, in late March 
as it sought to stop the spread of coronavirus 
with the world’s largest lockdown. 

But desperate to get Asia’s third-largest 
economy moving again, the government an-
nounced last week that around 1,050 daily 
flights—a third of the usual capacity—would 
resume on Monday. Aviation Minister Hard-
eep Singh Puri said strict rules would include 
mandatory mask-wearing and thermal 
screenings, although middle seats on the air-
craft would not be kept empty. The an-
nouncement reportedly caught airlines and 
state authorities off-guard, with several local 
governments announcing that passengers 
would have to go into quarantine for two 
weeks on arrival. 

Maharashtra, the Indian state with the 
highest number of coronavirus cases, 
capped at 50 the number of departures and 
arrivals in and out of its capital Mumbai. Air-
lines scrapped dozens of flights on Monday 
while hundreds of passengers cancelled their 
bookings, reports said. The NDTV news 

channel said 82 flights to and from New 
Delhi had been cancelled and nine at Ban-
galore airport. Other flights from cities in-
cluding infection hotspots Mumbai and 
Chennai were struck off, many at short no-
tice, reports said. At Mumbai airport social 
distancing was forgotten as irate passengers 
harangued staff after their flights were can-
celled at the last minute. 

 
‘Really scary’  

At New Delhi airport, hundreds of people 
anxious to get home but apprehensive about 
the risks queued from before dawn—all 
wearing masks and standing at least one 
metre (three feet) apart. Security personnel 
behind plastic screens verified check-in doc-

uments and that passengers had the govern-
ment contact tracing app, Aarogya Setu, on 
their phones. “While I’m looking forward (to 
flying home), the idea of flying is really 
scary,” student Gladia Laipubam told AFP as 
she stood in line. “Anything can happen. It’s 
very risky. I don’t really know when I’ll be 
able to come back to Delhi now. There is no 
clarity from the university too at this time.” 
One female airline employee wearing gloves, 
a mask and a protective face shield said she 
and many other colleagues felt “very nerv-
ous” about starting work again. “Dealing 
with so many people at this time is so risky. I 
must have interacted with at least 200 people 
since this morning,” she told AFP, not wishing 
to be named. —AFP 

NEW DELHI: Passengers lineup to check-in outside the Indira Gandhi International airport 
during the first day of resuming of domestic flights after the government imposed a nation-
wide lockdown. — AFP 

MUNICH: A technician of the German airline Lufthansa works at a parked plane at the ‘Franz-
Josef-Strauss’ airport in Munich, southern Germany. A rescue program for the coronavirus-
stricken airline giant Lufthansa has been reached according to Lufthansa. — AFP  
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India backs 
use of HCQ 

 
 

NEW DELHI: India’s top biomedical 
research body on Tuesday backed the 
use of the anti-malarial hydroxychloro-
quine as a preventive against coron-
avirus, after the WHO suspended 
clinical trials of the drug over safety 
concerns. The endorsement from the 
Indian Council of Medical Research 
came a week after US President Don-
ald Trump said he was taking the drug 
as a preventative measure. 

Observational and case control 
studies in India showed there were “no 
major side effects” of taking the drug 
as a prophylactic, ICMR Director-Gen-
eral Balram Bhargava said.  Cases of 
nausea, vomiting and heart palpitations 
were noted, he added. Last week, the 
ICMR - which is leading the govern-
ment’s response to the virus - ex-
panded its advisory for the use of 
hydroxychloroquine as a preventative 
measure. The body said all healthcare 
workers in hospitals and some frontline 
personnel could now take the drug for 
up to several weeks under strict med-
ical supervision. 

“We recommended that for prophy-
laxis, it should be continued, because 
there is no harm. Benefit may be there,” 
Bhargava told reporters. Bhargava 
added that when the ICMR weighed 
the risks and benefits of the drug, it de-
cided that “we should not deny it to our 
frontline workers and healthcare work-

ers.” But he stressed that personal pro-
tective gear should still be worn. The 
previous ICMR guidelines for hydrox-
ychloroquine stated that only asymp-
tomatic healthcare workers caring for 
suspected or confirmed patients, or 
household contacts of confirmed pa-
tients, could be given the drug. 

On Monday, the WHO said it was 
halting testing of the drug as a COVID-
19 treatment after studies questioned 
its safety, including one that found it 
actually increased the risk of death. 
Under India’s clinical guidelines for 
coronavirus treatment, hydroxychloro-
quine can be administered, but only to 
patients “with severe disease and re-
quiring ICU management”. India - 
which accounts for 70 percent of 
global production of hydroxychloro-
quine - on Tuesday reported 145,380 
cases of the virus including 4,167 
deaths. The country ramped up output 
of the drug amid increased demand, 
after Trump pushed for hydroxychloro-
quine as a potential shield or treatment 
for the virus.  

Meanwhile, a member of its scien-
tific committee said Algeria will con-
tinue to use the drug 
hydroxychloroquine against the novel 
coronavirus, despite the World Health 
Organization suspending clinical trials 
of such treatments. “We’ve treated 
thousands of cases with this medicine, 
very successfully so far,” said Mo-
hamed Bekkat, a member of the scien-
tific committee on the North African 
country’s Covid-19 outbreak.  “We 
haven’t noted any undesirable reac-
tions,” he told AFP. — Agencies  

Maid spotlights 
India inequality  

 
 
LONDON: A computer game where 
players morph into housemaid in India 
who tries to dodge the new coronavirus 
and feed her family has opened people’s 
eyes to inequality, one of its creators 
said on Tuesday. The “Survive COVID” 
game brings to life the pandemic’s im-
pact on poor families in India as the 
character tries to avoid infection while 
she keeps the household fed and safe, 
with no savings or running water to fol-
low handwashing guidelines. “We have 
heard back from several hundreds of 
people that it has been a real eye-
opener,” said Vedika Agarwal, head of 
Chennai-based non-profit organization 
Yein Udaan, which created the game 
together with technology firm XR Labs. 

“They make a large part of India’s 
workforce and population so we can’t 
just turn a blind eye ... not just because 
of our reliance on them but because 
they are also people who are a part of 
our society and our country - they 
need to be looked after.” Millions of 
workers already living a marginal exis-
tence were left facing starvation under 
a lockdown introduced by India’s gov-
ernment in March, amid lags in prom-
ised government aid. Agarwal said she 
hoped growing awareness of the dev-
astating impact of COVID-19 on India’s 
poor and their lack of security would 

create a push to build a fairer society 
in the wake of the pandemic. 

“Their plight has been highlighted 
and it’s in people’s faces, so the govern-
ment can use this as an opportunity to 
restructure and re-implement its poli-
cies and law,” she told said. Since its re-
lease a month ago, more than 150,000 
players around the world have been put 
into the shoes of a housemaid fighting 
to buy food each day, manage her ex-
posure to the coronavirus without in-
come, savings or proper sanitation. 
They lose if they run out of money or if 
their COVID risk reaches 100%. The 
game has also attracted interest glob-
ally, said Agarwal, with community 
leaders from Brazil to Kenya getting in 
touch to say that the challenges shown 
in the game mirrored those faced by 
the poor in their countries. 

India has extended its nationwide 
lockdown to May 31, with almost 
150,000 cases and more than 4,000 
deaths, with infections rising in states 
witnessing millions of migrant laborers 
returning from the big cities. The fami-
lies who inspired the games are still suf-
fering, Agarwal said, amid continuing 
uncertainty and discrimination. But in-
vestment by governments to help pre-
vent the spread of the disease and 
re-start economies offers a chance to 
increase equality at a time when the 
issue is at the forefront of minds and 
shown how communities are connected, 
she added. “The lockdown has proved 
that a lot of us rely on these individuals 
and their labour,” she said. — Reuters


