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WASHINGTON: Gone are the lively meetings, the
distribution of flyers on busy campuses. The coron-
avirus pandemic has put an abrupt stop to traditional
US political means of courting young voters - forcing
presidential candidates to turn to Snapchat instead.
The photo-sending app that boasts 229 million users
- better known for filters that turn your face into a
puppy or a vampire - is a new battlefield for oppo-
nents President Donald Trump and former vice pres-
ident Joe Biden, both of whom are in their 70s. 

The stakes are high: Gen Z (ages 18-23) and mil-
lennials (ages 24-39) together make up more than 35
percent of the American voting population. For them,
traditional forms of social media, particularly Face-
book and Twitter, are increasingly growing passe. In
the race to win them over, Trump’s reelection team
boasts a solid lead, nor have they suffered from lock-
downs to slow the spread of COVID-19.

“The President’s campaign has always prioritized
digital tools and data infrastructure, so it was a very
natural shift to 100 percent digital campaigning,” Ken
Farnaso, the Trump campaign deputy press secretary,
told AFP. The 100-person strong team is also backing
a candidate who is infamous for his own prolific social
media use. “It’s clear that we’re wiping the floor with
Biden’s campaign,” Farnaso said. As a result, the num-
ber of subscribers to Trump’s Snapchat account
tripled in eight months, easily reaching 1.5 million.
Biden’s team declined to share its number of Snapchat
subscribers.

Aviator filter 
“I’m sure we can do better on the internet,” Biden

himself admitted during an interview shared on
Snapchat two weeks ago, from his home in Delaware.
He had been sheltering there until Monday, when he
made his first public appearance in months for a Me-
morial Day ceremony, sporting a black face mask.
“The fact is, we’re trying,” he said.

His team has refused to provide details on its ar-
senal but insists that it has been working twice as
hard on digital campaigning since the start of the
pandemic. Top staffers for his former rivals Eliza-
beth Warren, Beto O’Rourke and Kamala Harris
have also been recruited to beef up the ranks. On
his Snapchat profile, the former number two to
President Barack Obama keeps it cool: he is shown
without a tie but with his signature aviator sun-
glasses. Followers can try on the same pair thanks
to a custom campaign filter.

Subscribers to Trump’s account, meanwhile, are in-
vited to relive one of the president’s rallies in Wiscon-
sin, a state crucial to winning the election on
November 3. Trump’s team also posts videos openly
mocking his opponents gaffes on Snapchat that are
then shared on a massive scale. If Snapchat - whose
initial premise was sending self-deleting photos - is
popular among the candidates, it is also because the
platform has expressed a desire to independently and
actively participate in American political life.

“Snapchat believes that there is no more powerful
form of self-expression than helping its users engage
in democracy and exercise their right to vote,” a
spokesperson told AFP. The app, according to the
spokesperson, reaches 75 percent of Gen Z-ers and
millennials on a daily basis - a figure it intends to take

advantage of. The platform had already inspired
450,000 young people to register to vote for the
mid-term elections in 2018, and it plans on developing
new in-app features as the election approaches.

Recently, Snapchat began offering users voter
registration links during the week following their 18th
birthday. Between 300,000 and 500,000 Snapchat
turn 18 per month. Conversely, its competitor TikTok,

owned by Chinese company ByteDance, has opted to
stick with the app’s traditionally light-hearted aes-
thetic. But that doesn’t stop political content from
flourishing on the platform. A video of a man in a hot-
dog costume listing all the reasons why he thought
Biden - whose campaign has been rocked by a sexual
assault accusation - was a “pervert” has racked up
more than 530,000 likes on TikTok.— AFP

Trump, Biden turn to a new 
campaign field - Snapchat

Photo-sending app, a new battlefield for opponents

WASHINGTON: Invited guests listen as US President Donald Trump speaks during an event in the Rose
Garden at the White House on May 26, 2020 in Washington, DC. — AFP 

OTTAWA: Conditions at Ontario nursing homes hard-hit
by COVID-19 outbreaks, as described by Canadian sol-
diers helping out there, are “deeply disturbing,” Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau said Tuesday. The Canadian mil-
itary deployed troops at the height of the pandemic in
April to five elderly care homes in the nation’s most pop-
ulous province to fill severe staffing shortages.

In a report they said they found blatant disregard for
infection control measures and “horrible” care of seniors
that verged on abusive. The soldiers said that among other
forms of mistreatment, residents had been “left in beds
soiled in diapers,” crying for help and forcefully fed, caus-
ing choking. “It is deeply disturbing,” Trudeau told a daily
briefing. After reading the report, he said: “I had obviously
a range of emotions of anger, of sadness, of frustration, of
grief.” “We need to do a better job of supporting our sen-
iors in long-term care right across the country, through
this pandemic and beyond,” he said.

“The greatest generation saw us through World War
Two. We need to be there to support them properly
through this global crisis.” The military report said that,
in one extreme case, a patient was believed to have
choked to death while being fed lying down. Attempts to
revive him failed. Soldiers said they found “significant
fecal contamination in numerous patient rooms” and dirty
diapers often leading to “skin breakdown.” Medical charts
were inaccurate and families were given wrong informa-
tion. Residents who tested positive for the coronavirus
were allowed to roam around their respective care homes,
risking infecting others.

Nurses and support workers were also observed not
changing their masks and other personal protective equip-
ment for several hours as they moved between patient
rooms. Elderly care homes have accounted for about 80
percent of all COVID-19 deaths in Canada, which topped
6,700 on Tuesday. Nearly 300 army doctors and nurses
were sent to work in the Ontario care homes. —AFP

Canada army reports
horrific conditions
in nursing homes 

BERLIN: When the Berlin Cathedral Choir gathered
for a rehearsal on March 9, the new coronavirus was
still a distant concern, with fewer than 50 confirmed
cases in the German capital. But five days later, one
of the ensemble’s 80 singers contacted choir director
Tobias Brommann to say she had tested positive for
COVID-19.

Within two weeks, around 30 members had tested
positive and a further 30 were showing symptoms - in-
cluding Brommann himself, who was struck down with
a headache, cough and fever. “We also can’t be sure if
those without symptoms were not infected too, as we
have not done antibody tests,” Brommann told AFP.
Hardly considered an extreme activity up to now,
singing - especially choral singing - is quickly earning
a reputation in the pandemic as about the most danger-
ous thing you can do. Similar horror stories have
emerged from choirs around the world, including one in
Amsterdam where 102 singers are reported to have
fallen sick with COVID-19.

High-risk activity 
Though much is not yet understood about how the

new coronavirus spreads, anecdotal evidence has been
enough to convince German authorities that singing is
a particularly high-risk activity. Under new freedoms
being gradually introduced across the country’s states,
Germans can meet friends in the park, dine in a restau-
rant, play sports, go to church, browse the shops, watch
football and even go swimming.

But singing remains broadly off limits, and it looks
likely to stay that way for the foreseeable future. In rec-
ommendations for the resumption of church services
published in April, the federal government stated that
singing should be avoided “because of the increased

production of potentially infectious droplets, which can
be spread over greater distances”. Several states have
heeded the advice and banned singing from services.
Even Germany’s revered Robert Koch Institute (RKI)
disease control centre has warned against singing, with
RKI head Lothar Wieler saying that “droplets fly par-
ticularly far when singing”.

Infectious particles 
The fears are partly based on the fact that when

singing, as Brommann points out, “you inhale and exhale
very deeply, so if there are virus particles floating in the
air then they can get into the lungs relatively quickly”.
But there is also evidence to suggest that singing pro-
duces especially high numbers of potentially infectious
micro-particles. According to a study published in the
Nature journal in 2019, saying “aah” for 30 seconds
produces twice as many such particles as 30 seconds
of continuous coughing.

Indeed, many choirs fear their future looks bleak.
Five German boys’ choirs have written to the govern-
ment saying their existence is under threat and demand-
ing action to save them from ruin. At the Church of the
Twelve Apostles in Berlin’s Schoeneberg district, there
have been no choir rehearsals since early March. So-
prano Heike Benda-Blanck, 59, has been singing there
for 10 years. “I do miss it,” she said. “You can still sing
in the shower but it’s not the same.” Some research has
given cause for optimism. The Bundeswehr University
in Munich published a study in early May showing that
singing only disturbs air flow up to half a meter (1.6 feet)
in front of the person.

Freiburg University’s Institute for Performing Arts
Medicine has also published guidelines for singing
partly based on a study it carried out in the southern
city of Bamberg with similar results. However, institute
head Bernhard Richter warns: “Contrary to what was
sometimes reported, we did not make any aerosol
measurements” - tiny particles that have the potential
to circulate much further in a room. The institute pub-
lished updated guidelines this week that include limiting
the number of people in the room and the length of re-
hearsals, staying two meters apart, keeping rooms ven-
tilated, screening choir members and wearing masks.

“This is a work in progress,” Richter said. “Of course

singers want clear statements, black and white, but then
you have to say, maybe we don’t know yet.” In propos-
als to the authorities, Germany’s Catholic Church has
endorsed “quiet singing” in services, as well as restrict-
ing numbers and requiring people to stand 1.5 metres
apart, though the Protestant Church continues to advise
a complete ban. But the potential dangers of singing be-
came clear once again this month after a virus outbreak
at a church service in Frankfurt - where the congrega-
tion had been singing and not wearing masks. At least
40 people were infected at the service, with 112 affected
overall.

It remains to be seen whether singing can be con-
trolled at other events in Germany, such as Bundesliga
football matches, which are being played behind closed
doors until further notice. Singing could also potentially
spread the virus at large events such as rock concerts
and the Oktoberfest beer festival, where rowdy singing
is an integral of the proceedings - undoubtedly one of
the reasons it has been cancelled for 2020. A
spokesman for the interior ministry told AFP that since
all major events are banned until at least August 31 in
Germany anyway, this remains a “hypothetical ques-
tion”. “It depends on how the infection situation devel-
ops,” he said.—AFP
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RIO DE JANEIRO: Brazil reported the highest daily
COVID-19 death toll in the world Tuesday with 1,039
people killed, the fifth straight day the country has
topped the list. Latin America’s largest country, which
has emerged as a new epicenter in the coronavirus pan-
demic, has seen its daily death toll surge past that of the
United States, the hardest-hit country so far. The US
recorded a death toll of 657 in the past 24 hours, said
the Johns Hopkins University tracker. That was the third
day in a row it had come in under 700, bringing the
country’s overall toll to 98,875 deaths.

Meanwhile, Brazil’s daily death toll has passed 1,000
four times since the pandemic accelerated in the country
a week ago. Brazil has now confirmed a total of 24,512
deaths, according to health ministry figures. Experts say
under-testing means the real number is probably much
higher. With a population of 210 million people, Brazil
has recorded 391,222 infections, second only to the US,
which has confirmed more than 1.68 million. Brazil is torn
over how to respond to the pandemic. Far-right Presi-
dent Jair Bolsonaro has downplayed the virus and railed
against stay-at-home measures, arguing the economic
fallout risks causing more damage than the virus itself.

But most state governments have stuck to the World
Health Organization’s guidance and closed non-essential
businesses. Bolsonaro has meanwhile pinned his hopes
on the medication hydroxychloroquine, which - like US
President Donald Trump - he has touted as a potential
wonder drug against COVID-19. Brazil’s health ministry
recommends doctors in the public health system pre-

scribe hydroxychloroquine or a related drug, chloro-
quine, from the onset of COVID-19 symptoms. It said
Monday it stood by that guideline, despite the WHO
ending clinical trials of hydroxychloroquine over con-
cerns about its safety and effectiveness against the
coronavirus.

Gov residence raided 
Meanwhile, Brazilian police raided the Rio de Janeiro

state governor’s official residence Tuesday as part of an
investigation into the alleged embezzlement of funds to
build field hospitals for coronavirus patients. Governor
Wilson Witzel, however, condemned the raid as “political
persecution” by President Jair Bolsonaro’s government.
Federal police also raided Witzel’s former home and sev-
eral other targets in Rio de Janeiro and Sao Paulo, on
suspicion that a “corrupt network... embezzled public
funds allocated to respond to the public health emer-
gency caused by the coronavirus,” they said in a state-
ment. Of the nine field hospitals that were supposed be
built to avoid the collapse of the Rio state health system,
just three have been completed so far. Witzel denied
wrongdoing.

The governor, who has clashed with Bolsonaro re-
peatedly - including over the president’s dislike of the
coronavirus stay-at-home measures he has implemented
- said he was being targeted for political reasons. Bol-
sonaro, who has downplayed the virus, regularly lashes
out at state governors’ stay-at-home policies, saying
they are needlessly hurting the economy. “What hap-
pened to me is going to happen to other governors who
are considered enemies,” Witzel told a news conference.
“I’m not going to hang my head... and I won’t stop fight-
ing against this fascism, this new dictatorship of perse-
cution in our country.”

Speaking outside the presidential palace, Bolsonaro
sent his “congratulations to the federal police” for the
raid, with a smile. The politically charged case comes as
the number of coronavirus infections has exploded in
Brazil. The country of 210 million people now has the

second-highest caseload in the world, after the United
States, and has registered more than 23,000 deaths from
COVID-19. Experts say under-testing means the real
figure is probably far higher. Witzel, who was himself di-
agnosed with COVID-19 last month, was a Bolsonaro
ally during the latter’s 2018 presidential campaign.

But the pair had a falling out, and Witzel has now
emerged as a potential rival when Bolsonaro seeks re-
election in 2022. Bolsonaro recently called Witzel a “pile
of manure” during a cabinet meeting. The video of that
meeting became public when it got swept up in a sepa-
rate investigation into allegations that Bolsonaro ob-
structed justice to protect his inner circle from federal
police probes. Investigators are looking at whether Bol-
sonaro improperly fired or pressured the justice minister,
federal police chief and head of the federal police in Rio,
all three of whom recently lost their jobs.— Agencies 
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DORTMUND: People walk past shops on a
pedestrian street in Dortmund in Dortmund,
western Germany during the novel coronavirus
COVID-19 pandemic. — AFP 

RIO DE JANEIRO: Aerial view showing the Pavao-
Pavaozinho favela surrounded by the
neighborhoods of Copacabana, Ipanema and Lagoa
in Rio de Janeiro state, Brazil during the
coronavirus pandemic. —AFP 

LOS ANGELES: Authorities in Los Angeles have warned
residents of the city’s Hollywood Hills neighborhood to
tone down their house parties which have become a
major problem during the global coronavirus pandemic.
The issue has become so bad that police and the prose-
cutor’s office released a video on Tuesday warning that
action will be taken to deal with the large gatherings,
which are prohibited under the city’s Safer at Home or-
ders issued in the wake of the COVID-19 outbreak.

The three officers who spoke in the video said the
parties have become “a major concern” because of loud
music, “loud screaming voices ... at 3 a.m.” and traffic
congestion in narrow streets. “Public intoxication as well
as urination is also an issue that we’ve seen,” one officer
says in the video. “If you can avoid these situations, you
can avoid a visit from your local police agency in the mid-
dle of the night.”

Another police officer urged residents in the swanky
hillside neighborhood - where many luxury estates are
used for short-term rentals - to call police in the event
the partying continues and to take photos and videos to
share with authorities. “If police are called to a location
of a party, there will be consequences,” warned Ethan
Weaver, prosecutor for the Hollywood division of the city
attorney’s office. He said homeowners can receive a ci-
tation or face criminal prosecution which can land them
in jail for up to six months, even if they are not present.

Hollywood Station Captain Steve Lurie told the Los
Angeles Times that last week they received 49 calls about
parties, 15 to 20 percent more than normal for a holiday
weekend. —AFP
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