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Julio Mis, the executive sous chef at Sociale, prepares dinners for delivery and
curbside pickup in the kitchen with a reduced staff on March 27, 2020 in San
Francisco, California. 

A couple sits on the terrace of a restaurant as bars remain closed at Plaza Fiesta in
Tijuana, Baja California state, Mexico.

Gaetano Arnone, executive chef at Otto Enoteca stands in the closed restaurant on
March 25, 2020 in New York City. One by one, small businesses, the pride of New
York City, are drawing their curtain, unable to survive the economic downturn
caused by the coronavirus pandemic. — AFP photos

German resident of an ‘artists’ colony’ Ingrid Ihnen-Haas performs a song by Edith Piaf in her
flat in south-west Berlin as part of a collective effort to help entertain a country confined to
their homes by the coronavirus pandemic. — AFP 

In this file photo taken on March 07, 2020 Britainís Prince
Harry, Duke of Sussex and Meghan, Duchess of Sussex arrive
to attend The Mountbatten Festival of Music at the Royal
Albert Hall in London. — AFP 

It was supposed to be a happy time for Will, a musi-
cian in the Washington area. He was planning a
wedding reception at a local restaurant. Instead, he

had to cancel the party due to the coronavirus crisis.
And, despite a few misgivings, he’s also decided to
ask the restaurant for a complete refund right away-
in case the pandemic forces the eatery to shut its
doors forever. “My original plan was just to save the
money to credit and to have a big party there in the
future,” the 47-year-old told AFP, who asked that his
last name not be used.

But then, he lost his job at a music store. And of
course, he can no longer perform in restaurants and
bars, because they are all closed for the foreseeable
future. “We’re just too worried about them shutting
down the business and not getting the money back,”
he said. The restaurant industry has been one of the
hardest-hit since local governments across the
United States started ordering residents to stay at
home as much as possible to curb the spread of the
novel coronavirus.

Many Americans have launched appeals to help
their local restaurants, which are either closed or only
offering takeout while the country rides out the crisis.

Such help could come in the form of buying gift
cards, which are a “much-needed revenue source
during the pandemic disruption,” according to the
National Restaurant Association. “In the best of
times, restaurants operate on razor-thin margins, typ-
ically three to six percent, and 90 percent are small
businesses with less than 50 employees,” the associ-
ation’s executive vice president of public affairs, Sean
Kennedy, told AFP.

A key US sector   
Of course, a few gift cards are not going to save the

sector, a vital one in the world’s largest economy. It is
the country’s second-biggest employer, only behind
the health care sector. There are more than one million
bars, restaurants and fast food outlets across the
United States. Before the coronavirus crisis took hold,
the National Restaurant Association had said it was
expecting sales of nearly $900 billion this year. Now, it
says the industry could lose at least $225 billion-and
five to seven million jobs-over the next three months.
There are no guarantees those jobs would be restored
after the crisis.

So far, 40 of the 50 US states have ordered restau-

rants to shut their doors or severely curtail their activi-
ties. For many, their very survival is on the line. A sur-
vey carried out by the restaurant association among
4,000 places of business and released Wednesday
showed that three percent were forced to close for
good. Another 11 percent said they would have to do
so in the next month. Restaurant owners have asked
for $455 billion in government aid, including a $100
billion emergency fund, $130 billion to pay unemploy-
ment benefits and $45 billion in loans.

‘No nest egg’    
Since last week, two petitions have been circulat-

ing-and gaining hundreds of thousands of signatures-
to ask local authorities for relief, including waived pay-
roll taxes and rent abatement. “Just as many individu-
als live from paycheck to paycheck, so too do restau-
rants and bars. There’s no nest egg,” says the “Save
America’s Restaurants” petition signed by more than
320,000, including a number of celebrity chefs, as of
Thursday. “We are on the brink of extinction,” it warns.
Kennedy says while takeout and delivery meals have
kept some restaurants going, it is no substitute for reg-
ular service.

“That is just a lifeline, and is not sustainable,” he
told AFP. Kennedy, who has been lobbying national
leaders for more help, hailed the Senate’s passage of a
$2 trillion economic rescue plan, which the House of
Representatives will consider on Friday. “This measure
is an important first step to help restaurants weather
the storm, take care of our employees, and prepare for
when we are given the signal to open our doors once
again,” he said. But he warned of the “challenges that
remain.” Restaurant owners say they hope the emer-
gency funds will come quickly-and not get tied up in
bureaucratic red tape.

Alain Roussel, who owns La Ferme in Maryland, is
supposed to celebrate 35 years in business in
November. In recent days, he was forced to lay off his
38 employees. “I am lucky-I own the place and I don’t
have any debt. But I can only hold on for a couple of
months,” Roussel said. As for whether he can eventual-
ly rehire his staff, he said that would depend on his
customers, and how quickly they come back. “After the
global financial crisis, business was slow to pick up
again,” he recalled.— AFP 

In her sun-soaked Berlin living room,
Ingrid Ihnen-Haas belted out Edith
Piaf songs into a microphone-part of a

collective effort to help entertain a
country confined to their homes by the
coronavirus pandemic. “Especially for
elderly people who have to stay at home,
the concept of ‘concerts in your living
room’ is brilliant,” said Ihnen-Haas, 71.

With concert halls, restaurants and
most shops shut, public life in Germany
has ground to a halt as the population is
urged to stay home to help contain the
spread of the virus. Ihnen-Haas and fel-
low residents of an “artists’ colony” in
southwest Berlin have joined voices to
record albums, audiobooks or readings
to share online. The former social worker
who sings regularly in small venues
across the capital has now turned her
living room into a recording studio.

Outside in a common area, comedian
Cornelia Schoenwald is sitting on a
bench, reading aloud from a short story
by Erich Kaestner, a classic of German
children’s literature. Her reading, accom-
panied by the chirping of sparrows, is
being filmed by Christian Sekula, one of
the leaders of the association that man-
ages cultural life in the colony. He will
later edit the recording and put it up on
the website of the association, which
usually stages plays and other cultural
activities.

“Right now I don’t have any book-
ings,” said Schoenwald, whose calendar
quickly emptied as Berlin’s cultural life
came to a standstill over the past few
weeks.

But far from lamenting her fate, she’s
convinced there are benefits to this time
when everyone is being forced to take
their foot off the pedal. It’s “enriching
because it allows us to focus on what’s

really important,” she said. “Perhaps, as
artists, we have a different relationship
with the highs and lows of existence. We
are more used to them,” she added,
referring to the precarious nature of
work as an artist.

‘Social crisis’
The artists’ colony in Wilmersdorf

was founded in 1927 when two artists’
associations bought three buildings and
turned them into affordable accommo-
dation for the city’s musicians, actors
and writers. Back then, the arts were
thriving in Berlin, with theatres and
nightclubs buzzing with scenes like
those from the musical “Cabaret.” The
cluster of 80 homes comprises inner
courtyards where bright yellow daffodils
add a splash of color to the 1920s archi-
tecture.

Nobel Prize winning German author
Guenther Grass lived not far from here,
as did philosopher Hannah Arendt,
before she was expelled by the Nazis.
The homes are still reserved for artists
and intellectuals, active or retired, with a
modest income. For jobbing actors and
musicians or for painters who have seen
their exhibitions postponed or cancelled,
the COVID-19 crisis is an existential
one. “Those who work only two or three
days a week have no financial reserves.
A social crisis is brewing,” Sekula said.

Despite their own worries, the resi-
dents of the complex will continue to
support each other and provide the
small services that make up the fabric of
community life. “The last guy who
moved in went out to get me some
drinks,” said Gerda Schulz, an 82-year-
old retired flamenco dancer who is cur-
rently only going out once a day for an
early-morning walk. Meanwhile, Ihnen-
Haas continues to belt out songs from
her living room, blue glasses and dishev-
elled hair completing her look. There
may be no live performances, no club
nights and no can-can girls in Berlin
today. But in Wilmersdorf, at least, life is
still a cabaret.- AFP 

Prince Harry’s wife Meghan will make an instant
start to life away from Britain’s royal frontline
by narrating a new film about a family of

African elephants, Disney announced on Thursday.
The documentary will follow the family of elephants
as they cross Africa’s Kalahari Desert. Its broadcast
date is just three days after she and Harry will offi-
cially step down as senior royals. “Disneynature’s
Elephant, an Original Movie narrated by Meghan, The
Duchess of Sussex, starts streaming April 3,” the
channel said on its Twitter account. The couple
stunned the family in January by announcing their
plans to quit the royal frontline and move to North
America.

Harry, the youngest son of heir-to-the-throne
Prince Charles and the late Diana, Princess of Wales,
was heard mentioning former actress Meghan’s
voiceover abilities to Disney boss Bob Iger. “You
know she does voiceovers?” he told Iger at the
London premiere of “The Lion King” in July last year.
“She’s really interested.” Iger was heard to reply:
“Sure. We’d love to try.” Both Harry and Meghan are
dedicated to environmental causes and are looking to
develop their charitable foundation as part of a “pro-
gressive new role”. They will now formally be known
as “Harry, The Duke of Sussex” and “Meghan, The
Duchess of Sussex”. — AFP 

Footballers and musicians have
been on the frontline of the
fight against coronavirus in

Africa, reaching not just for social
media to spread awareness of the
dangers of the virus but also for the
cheque book. Among the first to
step up was Senegalese winger
Sadio Mane - a key player in
Liverpool’s push for the English
Premier League title this year - who
donated 30 million CFA francs
($50,000) to his country’s National
Medical Commission to fight the
deadly microbe.

In Ivory Coast, former Chelsea
striker Didier Drogba gave masks to
the cathedral of Abidjan, with the
warning: “My sisters, my brothers, I
ask you to take the matter very
seriously... we tend to be too light
about our reactions to the situa-
tion.” Another great African striker,
the Cameroonian Samuel Eto’o, also
now retired, was quick to urge
African communities to adhere
strictly to precautionary measures.

“My African brothers and sis-
ters! Corona Virus has taken over
our lives. With malice, arrogance
and without notice,” Eto’o wrote. “It
knows neither race, religion nor
political parties. It kills the rich and
the poor. Even in countries where
research is done well, the conse-
quences are disastrous.
Unpredictable. Eto’o spent most of
his playing career in Spain. “For all
these reasons my brothers, sisters,
dear parents, I ask you to respect
the instructions given by the
authorities of our countries and the
World Health Organization.”

Affected after Asia and Europe,
sub-Saharan Africa has recorded
only 1,642 cases and around 20
deaths, according to an AFP count
at 1100 GMT Thursday from offi-
cially declared cases. The continent,
however, fears a lightning-like
spread that would overwhelm its
already fragile health structures. In
South Africa, the most affected
country on the continent, Springbok
rugby captain Siya Kolisi released a
couple of videos online showing
himself at home with his children,
adhering to the isolation regulations
laid down by President Cyril
Ramaphosa. “Stay safe, stay strong,
let’s fight this together,” he says.

Musicians give support  
African musicians are also step-

ping up as the continent faces one
of its bleakest hours. Youssou
N’Dour, described by Rolling Stone
magazine in 2004 as “the most
famous singer alive” in Senegal and

Africa, handed over a batch of med-
ical equipment to the health min-
istry in Dakar in mid-March. Fellow
Senegalese rappers collective “Y en
a marre” (‘Had enough’) set aside
their usual antipathy towards cor-
ruption and current politics to
release a song called “Fagaru Ci
Corona” which warns of the dan-
gers of the virus and advises on
washing hands and wearing masks.

They are among other artists
who have temporarily laid down
their protests against governments
to join forces and rally around mes-
sages being put out by the authori-
ties. In Uganda, singer Bobi Wine, a
member of parliament who was
arrested in early January for his
opposition to President Yoweri
Museveni, has asked his fans to
“watch the social distancing and
quarantine”, in a video on Twitter.

‘We want to live!’ 
In the Democratic Republic of

Congo, rumba star Fally Ipupa
stepped away from romance for
once to post a video on Twitter
called “Fally in confinement mode,
the kisses stop”, an improvised
melody on an acoustic guitar. “Stay
at home, respect the instructions
given by the authorities and the
WHO,” Kinshasa crooner said. The
authorities of DRC have not
imposed confinement yet but they
have closed borders, public places,
and put the capital Kinshasa in
lockdown. His compatriot Koffi
Olomide, a soukouss singer, a mod-
ern version of Congolese rumba,
warned fellow countrymen against
the “Kuluna-virus”, deftly weaving
in the term “kuluna” which indicates
armed gangs of Kinshasa, one of the
urban legends and terrors of the
capital. 

In Ivory Coast, the singer DJ
Kerozen also alluded to the virus in
a new song: “‘There’s a corona, let’s
respect the hygiene instructions, the
deal is serious, oh..(. ..) Even
Mbengue (slang for France), over
there, it’s spoiled... we want to live! “
The Cameroonian saxophonist
Manu Dibango, who had become a
reference for just about every musi-
cian in Africa, died in France this
week at the age of 86 as a result of
the coronavirus. The composer of
“Soul Makoss” was the first world
celebrity to succumb to the virus.
Congolese singer Aurlus Mabele, a
figure in soukous, also died a week
ago in Paris from the virus. — AFP 


