
LAUSANNE: International Olympic Committee
President Thomas Bach said Wednesday that the
postponed Tokyo Games would require “sacri-
fices and compromises” from all sides to make
them work.

“These postponed Olympic Games will need
sacrifices, will need compromises by all of the
stakeholders,” Bach told reporters in a confer-
ence call the day after the IOC decided to delay
the 2020 Games because of the coronavirus
pandemic.

The IOC’s role, Bach said, was “to make the
Olympic dreams of athletes come true”. He ad-
mitted that cancelling the Tokyo Games was
“discussed and considered”, but said: “It was
very clear from the beginning that cancellation
was not something the IOC would in any way
favour.” It is the first Olympic Games in peace-
time to be postponed. Bach said the reschedul-
ing of the Games in 2021 remained a “very
challenging question”.

A taskforce, named ‘Here We Go’, had been
created to examine the issue, Bach added, saying

the first port of call would be with the 33 inter-
national federations, likely starting with a con-
ference call on Thursday.

“The first step, we have to see with them, to
see what the options are. We also have to take
into account the sports calendar around the
Olympic Games,” the German said.

The rescheduling, he added, “is not restricted
just to the summer months. All the options are
on the table, before and including the summer of
2021”. Both World Athletics and the Interna-
tional Swimming Federation say they are pre-
pared to move their 2021 world championships
to accommodate the rescheduled Games.

The Athletics world championships are due
to be held in Eugene, Oregon on August 6-15
next year, with the swimming worlds at Fukuoka
in Japan between July 16 and August 1.

One of the many logistical headaches caused
by the historic postponement of the Tokyo
Olympics has been the uncertainty around the
Athletes’ Village overlooking Tokyo Bay.

Touted by developers as a “flagship neigh-

bourhood for urban lifestyles”, the buildings
housing the 11,000 competitors were to be
hastily repurposed into more than 4,000 condos
with stunning city views, some carrying a price
tag of 170 million yen ($1.5 million).

When asked about how a postponement
might affect the Village and its conversion, Bach
said: “I cannot tell you what the situation is.

“It’s one of the many thousand of questions
the taskforce has to address. “It’s the Olympic
Village (where) the heart of the Games is usually
beating.”

Bach, who was part of West Germany’s gold
medal-winning foil fencing team at the 1976
Olympics, added: “Of course, I’d be very, very
delighted if we could have the Olympic Village
in the traditional form.

“Everybody who has once lived in an
Olympic Village knows that this is the real
Olympic experience, that this is a once-in-a-life-
time experience. “Living under one roof with the
whole world, sharing your meals together, cele-
brating together, discussing together, and form-

ing this unique Olympic unity.”
Bach concluded by saying: “We are at an un-

precedented situation and have an unprece-
dented challenge. “We have to find the best
possible situation under the circumstances that
we are living in.” — AFP 
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Football training in 
the age of COVID-19
MIAMI: Inter Miami captain Luis Robles never imagined
his first few months in South Florida would be like this.

Two weeks ago, the veteran Major League Soccer goal-
keeper had been preparing to lead David Beckham’s new
franchise into their first ever home game.

But 48 hours before that eagerly awaited landmark fix-
ture against the LA Galaxy on March 14, the coronavirus
pandemic brought the US sports world to a standstill.

It has left Robles and his team-mates in limbo, unable to
train properly and in the dark over when the season may re-
sume. With MLS facilities shuttered, Robles and his team-
mates have been required to improvise in order to stay fit.

“It’s an unprecedented situation and it’s really tough at
times to find a place to train but the most important thing is
to continue to follow the guidelines from health officials,”
Robles said during a conference call on Wednesday.

“We all have been finding time in the day to carve out
the training regimen given to us. Most of it is running and
then a couple of days a week there is a strength portion.

“You can do that at home. I don’t have weights but one
of the examples used when it comes to resistance training
is filling up a gallon milk jug and using that as a weight. I
have done that for some of the exercises so it is a creative
way to do the training.” Luckily for Robles, some of his
team-mates live near him in the Florida suburbs so pound-
ing the streets hasn’t seemed like such a chore.—AFP
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LONDON: British Olympic rower Polly Swann was counting
down to Tokyo 2020 just days ago. Now she is considering start-
ing her medical career early to help in the battle against the coro-
navirus. The 31-year-old, who won a silver medal as part of the
women’s eight at the 2016 Games in Rio, was looking to go one
better in Japan before beginning her new life on the hospital
wards.

Swann said this week’s decision to postpone the Olympics at
least gives athletes clarity after weeks of uncertainty.

The former Edinburgh University student was gearing up to
start her foundation programme as a doctor after competing in
Japan but she said there were rumours that health chiefs in Scot-
land could be looking for reinforcements in the next few weeks
as COVID-19 takes hold.

“I think I need to make some hard choices,” said Swann, who
was in a good position to win a place in the women’s four. 

“The Olympics are my dream and something very personal to
me. I want to go and win an Olympic gold medal but also the
pressure we’re under globally is much bigger than just sport.

“Obviously medicine is a huge passion to me so I feel passion-
ate about having a duty, being a tiny cog in the NHS machine.”

The former world and European champion described the post-
ponement of the Games as frustrating but said it meant athletes
now had an extra year to prepare to hit their peak.

And she has not given up on her dream, saying the National
Health Service is generally supportive of doctors who want to
compete at the Olympics.

But she admitted: “It will be tough. I had the perfect solution.”
Medical student Imogen Grant, a lightweight sculler, is also

coming to terms with having to rejig her plans but remains firmly
focused on Tokyo next year.

The Cambridge University student, who was due to restart her
medical studies shortly after the end of the Olympics after a two-
year hiatus, said the change of dates had not dimmed her desire.

“I had a few hours where I threw the toys out of the pram but
ultimately the reason I wanted to be on the GB team was I wanted
to go to the Olympics and win a medal,” she said. “That dream
hasn’t changed.”  Grant, 24, is relatively new to the sport. She fell
into rowing at the start of her university career at Cambridge, at-
tracted by the lure of free drinks as a reward for signing up to a
club taster session. She is hoping she can negotiate another year
off before she dives back into her medical degree.

Swann and Grant are both training at home now after the clo-
sure of the British rowing team’s Caversham training base near
London on Saturday as a result of the coronavirus.—AFP

British rowing 
stars reset after 
Olympic let-down

IOC’s role was ‘to make the Olympic dreams of athletes come true’: Bach

AVIS: File photo shows Britain’s Jo Wratten (L) and Polly Swann
warm up on the rowing machine ergo ahead of a test at a GB Row-
ing Team pre-Olympic 2020 training camp in Avis, central Portugal
on February 12, 2020. — AFP


