
LONDON: Double Olympic triathlon champion
Alistair Brownlee confirmed Wednesday that he
will defend his title at the Tokyo Games after they
were postponed until 2021. Britain’s Brownlee, 31,
is planning to switch from short course events to
‘Ironman’ races following
the Olympics in Japan,
which were originally
scheduled to start on July
24 but will now take place
no later than summer next
year following Tuesday’s
decision to push back the
event. “Tokyo 2020 would
have 100 percent been
my last short distance
race, and I am now going
to have to extend it for another year,” Brownlee
told the UK’s Press Association.

Gold medallist in London in 2012 and in Rio four
years later, Brownlee was training with medal-win-
ning brother Jonny in New Mexico, USA when he

heard about the delay. “The logical conclusion is
that it will be more difficult because I will be an-
other year older. But you never know what is going
to happen in a year in endurance sport,” added
Brownlee, who is the only triathlete to have claimed

back-to-back gold
medals at the Olympics.

“It is going to be a
challenge but there are a
lot of people in a far
worse position than me.
“The Olympics are an in-
spirational thing, but
when people are in hos-
pital losing their lives, it
seems inappropriate if
any of those resources

are being put into a sporting event.”
Earlier, former road cycling world champion

Alejandro Valverde revealed Wednesday that he
wants to take part in next year’s postponed 2020
Olympics despite turning 41 in 2021.

Valverde, who will celebrate his 40th birthday
next month, announced in February that he would
be retiring at the end of the 2021 season, making
the yet-to-be-rescheduled Tokyo Games one of his
last chances for a major honour. “If the Games fi-
nally take place in the summer of 2021, if every-
thing goes well and I’m still in good shape, I will
go, even if I’ll be 41 and everything will obviously
be more complicated,” Valverde said in a video
published by his team Movistar on Twitter. “If the
selectors pick me, I’ll go there to give my best.” The
2009 Vuelta a Espana winner has never won an
Olympic medal despite participating three times,
in 2004, 2008 and 2012. He is currently in isolation
at his home in Spain, one of the countries worst-
hit by the COVID-19 outbreak.  On Wednesday
Spain joined Italy in seeing its number of deaths
overtake China, with fatalities surging to 3,434. Cy-
cling is on hold until at least the end of April as the
world grapples with a virus that has take the lives
of over 20,000 people and left more than three bil-
lion living under lockdown. — AFP
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Turkish boxers 
get coronavirus
LONDON: The International Olympic Committee (IOC) has
been accused of irresponsibility after two Turkish boxers and
a trainer caught the coronavirus during a qualifying event in
London this month.

According to the Turkish Boxing Federation website, ath-
lete Serhat Guler and trainer Seyfullah Dumlup. nar con-
tracted the virus at the European qualifiying tournament.

“While the world was taking extreme measures to deal
with the virus, I am baffled that an IOC taskforce and the
British government allowed the tournament to start even
though many of us had concerns and almost every other
sport had shut down,” federation President Eyup Gozgec
was quoted as saying in the Guardian.

London’s Copper Box arena hosted the official Olympic
qualifying tournament, featuring boxers from 40 nations. It
continued for three days despite virtually every other sport
being suspended because of the pandemic.

In a letter to other boxing federations, seen by the
Guardian, Gozgec, who is also vice-president of the Euro-
pean Boxing Confederation, said: “Unfortunately, two of our
athletes and our Turkish head coach have tested positive for
the new type Covid-19 coronavirus after returning to Turkey
from London.

“All of them are in treatment now and thankfully they are
in good condition. This is the disastrous result of the irre-
sponsibility of the IOC taskforce. “This virus has been
around since December 2019. Therefore, it is inevitable to
ask why the European qualification event was not postponed
before it took place?

“They did not consider anyone’s health, which led them to
organise this horrible event.” — Reuters
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PARIS: From perfecting pizza dough to fermenting tea, rugby players
in Europe have found different ways to pass their time during the
lockdown forced by the coronavirus pandemic.

Australia international Scott Higginbotham, who plays for Bor-
deaux-Begles, has been busy in his kitchen during the confinement
period which started in France on March 17.

“My wife and I take turns in going out and doing a bit of exercise
and a lot of cooking. Every meal is made from scratch,” Higginbotham
told AFP this week. “I made my own pizza dough the other day which
was quite nice. I do love pizza so that was a big one for me going for-
ward. “I made a chili con carne on Monday which was pretty good if
I don’t mind saying so myself,” he added.

New Zealand-born Dean Budd plays for Treviso in northern Italy
where people have been confined to their homes for more than two
weeks due to COVID-19. “I’ve made some nice pickled eggplant, that
was my go-to. I tried to make some fermented hot sauce, but that
failed,” Budd told AFP. “I’m brewing kombucha (fermented tea) so
that keeps me busy as well. The problem with fermentation is time so
I’m wanting to taste them and staring at them wanting them to go
faster because I’ve got nothing else to do,” he added.

Second-row Budd, who has 29 caps for the Azzurri, lives in an
apartment with partner and lifestyle blogger Amelia Rogers and said
keeping fit has been difficult. “There’s only a certain access to things
and only so much you can do with your creative mind by lifting tables,
hanging off tables and running up and down stairs. It’s very challeng-
ing to stay active,” he added.

MBANDA THE MAN 
Budd’s Italy team-mate Maxime Mbanda has become a volunteer

ambulance driver in the city of Parma during the outbreak.
“He’s always been a real team man. He’s always put his body on

the line but he’s now putting it on the line for different reasons,” Budd
said. “What Max has done is awesome and symbolises what a rugby
player is about. Giving to the greater good,” he added.

For Racing 92 coach Mike Prendergast in Paris the task of keeping
in touch with work is different. “It’s a tricky one because there is no
day-to-day training or games to analyse. What I’ve been doing is
working off my laptop, looking at our games throughout the year, lit-
tle areas we can get better at,” he told AFP. “There’s not much more
you can do as coaches. You can’t even plan ahead because you don’t
know what’s going to happen,” he added.

The French Top 14 and the Pro14, which Budd’s Treviso compete
in, are both postponed without a restart date. Higginbotham, who
won the last of his 34 Wallabies caps in 2017, called for a  training
period of up to a month before matches take place again.

“There’s definitely going to need to be a few weeks of re-condi-
tioning before they think about playing games. That’s without ques-
tion,” he said. “Three to four weeks would be enough to get us back
to game playing weight,” he added.—AFP

How rugby players 
keep busy during 
lockdown

Ex-cycling world champ Valverde aiming for postponed Tokyo Games

PARIS: Bordeaux-Begles’ Scott Higginbotham has honed his culi-
nary skills during the coronavirus lockdown in France.


