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ISTANBUL: Turkish prosecutors have charged
20 suspects over the brutal 2018 murder of
Riyadh critic Jamal Khashoggi. Prosecutors ac-
cuse Saudi Arabia’s deputy intelligence chief
Ahmed Al-Assiri and the royal court’s media
tsar Saud Al-Qahtani of leading the operation
against Khashoggi and giving orders to a Saudi
hit team.  Khashoggi, 59, a commentator who
wrote for The Washington Post, was killed after
he entered the Saudi consulate on October 2,
2018, to obtain paperwork for his wedding to
Turkish fiancee Hatice Cengiz.

The Saudi insider-turned-critic was stran-
gled and his body cut into pieces by a 15-man
Saudi squad inside the consulate, according to
Turkish officials.  His remains have never been
found despite repeated calls by Turkey for the
Saudis to cooperate. Riyadh insists he was
killed in a “rogue” operation. 

Cengiz on Wednesday welcomed the
charges, describing the prosecutor’s decision
as a “good step towards justice”. She urged the
US National Director of Intelligence to publish
a report on who is responsible for the murder,
and called on Washington to carry out “an in-
ternational investigation”. “Not holding Jamal’s
real killers accountable gives those officials a
green light to continue their oppression of
their people (and) sends the wrong message to
the world that the wealthy and powerful are
above the law.”

‘Monstrous killing’ 
Turkey carried out its own investigation after

being unhappy with Saudi Arabia’s explanations.
The Istanbul prosecutor’s office said in a state-
ment that Assiri and Qahtani were charged with
“instigating the deliberate and monstrous killing,
causing torment”. The murder caused relations
between Ankara and Riyadh - longstanding ri-
vals - to worsen. Saudis, who enjoy investing
and holidaying in Turkey, were urged to boycott
the country last year.

Turkey meanwhile is a key backer of Qatar,
especially after a Riyadh-led economic block-
ade began against the Gulf state in 2017, and is
accused of supporting groups including the
Muslim Brotherhood. Saudi Arabia views the
Brotherhood as an existential threat. Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan has vowed
Ankara will not give up the case. “This hap-
pened in my country, how am I not going to fol-
low up on that? Of course I’m going to follow
up. This is our responsibility,” Erdogan told Fox
News last year.

‘Insufficient evidence’ 
Eighteen other suspects-including intelli-

gence operative Maher Mutreb, forensic expert
Salah Al-Tubaigy and Fahad Al-Balawi, a mem-
ber of the Saudi royal guard-were also charged
with “deliberately and monstrously killing,
causing torment”. They face life in jail if con-

victed. Mutreb, Tubaigy and Balawi had been
among 11 people on trial in Riyadh. Western of-
ficials said many of those accused defended
themselves by saying they were carrying out
Assiri’s orders, describing him as the opera-
tion’s ringleader.

Five unnamed people were sentenced to
death in Saudi Arabia in December while three
others were handed jail terms totaling 24 years

over the killing. Qahtani had been investigated
but he was not charged by the Saudi authorities
because of “insufficient evidence” while Assiri
was charged but eventually acquitted on the
same grounds. The Turkish prosecutor said a
trial in absentia would be opened against the
20 suspects but did not give a date. The pros-
ecutors have already issued arrest warrants for
the suspects who are not in Turkey. —AFP
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ISTANBUL: This file video grab shows Saudi journalist Jamal Khashoggi (right) arriving at the Saudi Arabian
consulate in Istanbul. —AFP

Netanyahu’s ally resigns 
as speaker of parliament
JERUSALEM: A right-wing ally of Israel’s Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu stepped down as speaker of parliament on
Wednesday in a blow to the embattled premier, the latest de-
velopment in a months-long political crisis. Yuli Edelstein’s res-
ignation paved the way for Netanyahu’s rival Benny Gantz, who
is trying to form a government, to place an ally in the powerful
post. That could spell new risks for the premier as he faces trial
for alleged corruption. Lawmakers who oppose Netanyahu
have pushed for a law blocking him from remaining prime min-
ister while facing the charges, all of which he denies.

Edelstein, a member of Netanyahu’s right-wing Likud party,
had refused to schedule a speakership vote until a new govern-
ment was formed, resigning instead after the Supreme Court set
a Wednesday deadline for the vote. “The High Court ruling con-
stitutes a crude and arrogant intervention of the judiciary in the
matters of the elected legislature,” Edelstein said. “I won’t allow
Israel to descend into anarchy. I won’t lend a hand to civil war,”
he said as the court’s deadline approached. “I hereby resign
from my position as Knesset speaker.” His departure, however,
would take effect only in 48 hours. That means he remains bound
to call the vote on Wednesday in line with the Supreme Court
order, according to attorney general Avichai Mandelblit. —AFP

Prince Charles tests 
positive for coronavirus
LONDON: Prince Charles, the eldest son and heir to Queen
Elizabeth II, is showing mild symptoms of the new coronavirus
and is self-isolating in Scotland, his office said on Wednesday,
as Prime Minister Boris Johnson praised the country’s re-
sponse to tackling the outbreak. The 71-year-old Prince of
Wales is staying on his mother’s sprawling Balmoral estate in
Scotland, but “otherwise remains in good health”. His wife,
Camilla, Duchess of Cornwall, 72, tested negative, Clarence
House said in a statement.

The disclosure about the future king, whose age puts him
in the most-risk category for the disease, came as Britain said
there were more than 8,000 cases of COVID-19 and 422
deaths as of Tuesday. The Foreign Office said its deputy head
of mission at the British embassy in Budapest, Steven Dick,
37, had died after conracting the virus. And a 21-year-old
woman with no apparent underlying health conditions also
died, her family said, urging people to heed official advice.

The government on Monday ordered a three-week lock-
down of the country to cut close-contact transmission, to
slow the rate of infection and reduce the burden on health-
care services. The elderly and most vulnerable, including
those with underlying health issues, have been told to stay
at home, and anyone displaying symptoms to self-isolate
for seven days. Clarence House said doctors believe Charles

became contagious on March 13 - a day after last meeting
his mother.

The 93-year-old queen has been staying with her 98-year-
old husband Prince Philip at Windsor Castle, 640 miles south
of Balmoral, since March 19. Given their age - and Prince
Philip’s stay in hospital at Christmas - the prince’s diagnosis
prompted questions about their potential exposure to the
virus. But a Buckingham Palace spokeswoman said: “Her
Majesty the Queen remains in good health. —AFP

LONDON: In this file photo, Britain’s Prince Charles, Prince of Wales sits with
Britain’s Queen Elizabeth II during the State Opening of Parliament in the Houses
of Parliament. Prince Charles, the eldest son and heir to Queen Elizabeth II, has
tested positive for the new coronavirus. —AFP


