
Nigeria prepares
for virus 
lockdown and
mass burials
ABUJA: The Nigerian Army is preparing
to forcibly transfer the sick to hospital
and enforce curbs on movement to try to
shield the country from the coronavirus,
and is leasing equipment for “possible
mass burial”, according to an army memo
seen by Reuters. The memo from Army
headquarters also outlines plans to pro-
tect government food storage from loot-
ers as Africa’s most populous nation
braces for the illness to spread further in
the country.

“Following the rise and continuous
spread in cases of the coronavirus disease
(COVID-19) in Nigeria, the (Chief of Army
Staff) has deemed it necessary for all to
take protective measures to ensure the
safety of (army) personnel and their fam-
ilies,” the memo said. There are currently
46 confirmed cases in Nigeria, and one
death, but the infection has hit the top lev-
els of society, infecting President Muham-
madu Buhari’s chief of staff. With a
population of 200 million, 20 million of
whom are packed into the commercial

capital of Lagos, many fear the virus could
spread quickly without containment.

The memo said the army was suspend-
ing leave passes for all personnel and
called for them to be on “maximum secu-
rity alert and be ready for deployment.”
The virus has swept across the world,
killing thousands and forcing millions into
quarantine. Several nations have activated
armed forces to help combat it. South
Africa deployed its army to enforce a 21-
day lockdown that begins this week, and
US President Donald Trump activated the

National Guard in New York, California
and Washington.

The US, French and Moroccan armies
have set up field hospitals, and Russian
President Vladimir Putin ordered the army
to carry out drills to increase its readiness.
Nigerian Finance Minister Zainab Ahmed
told the heads of parliament’s two houses
that the government would release 6.5 bil-
lion naira ($18 million) to the National
Centre for Disease Control to help fight
the virus, the Senate president’s office said
in a statement. — Reuters

JERUSALEM: Jerusalem’s Church of the Holy
Sepulchre, believed by Christians to house
Christ’s tomb, was shut Wednesday, as Israel
tightened movement restrictions and the Pales-
tinians announced their first novel coronavirus
death. The church, located in Jerusalem’s Old
City, was closed shortly after 5:00 pm, as Israel
imposed a series of new measures meant to curb
the spread of the virus, including shutting down
places of worship.

“We have been in-
formed of the closure.
Our understanding is that
it is for one week. We
hope (the church) will re-
open as soon as possi-
ble,” said Wadie
Abunassar, a spokesper-
son for the local clergy.
“We hope to reopen by
Easter,” he said. The shuttering of the church to
the public comes a short time ahead of Easter
celebrations to be held this year on the second
weekend of April, and days after Muslim au-
thorities closed the nearby Al-Aqsa mosque
compound, Islam’s third holiest site.

The new restrictions to curb the virus spread

in Israel prohibited residents from leaving their
homes except to buy essentials such as food
and medicine, to seek medical treatment or in
some cases, for work. The measures were an-
nounced in a statement from Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu’s office Wednesday and
will be in place for seven days. “Violating the
prohibitions will constitute a criminal offense”
the statement said, noting that police were
tasked with enforcing the orders.

“Individuals aged 60
and over, especially the
elderly and at-risk groups,
must remain at home and
avoid putting themselves
at risk by going out,” it
added. Netanyahu warned
on Wednesday night that
the situation could worsen
quickly and require

stricter measures. “In two weeks, we are liable
to find ourselves with thousands of patients,
many of whom will be in danger of death,” he
said in a televised address. “If we do not see an
immediate improvement in the trend, there will
be no alternative but to impose a complete
lockdown.”

The number of Israelis who have tested pos-
itive for the COVID-19 disease reached 2,369 on
Wednesday evening and five people have died
in recent days after contracting the virus. Pales-
tinian authorities in the occupied West Bank re-

ported the territory’s first death from the virus
on Wednesday, with 60 cases recorded so far.
The Palestinian Authority on Sunday banned all
non-essential movements for 14 days to curb the
spread of the disease. — AFP 
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JERUSALEM: Adeeb Joude, the custodian in charge of the ancient key to the Church of the Holy Sepul-
chre, closes the entrance gate to the church due to the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, in
Jerusalem’s Old City. — AFP 
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Spain overtakes
China with 3,434
virus deaths
MADRID: Spain’s coronavirus death toll overtook that of
China on Wednesday, rising to 3,434 after another 738
people died as Madrid announced a multi-million-euro
deal with Beijing for critical supplies. The spike in fatalities
means that across the globe, only Italy-with 7,503 deaths-
now has a higher death toll than Spain. In China, where the
virus emerged late last year, the COVID-19 epidemic has
claimed 3,281 lives. 

The latest figures were announced as Spain entered the
11th day of an unprecedented lockdown to try and rein in
the deadly coronavirus outbreak that has now infected
47,610 people, the health ministry said. Deputy Prime
Minister Carmen Calvo, who has been in hospital since
Monday, has tested positive for the virus and is improving,
the government said.

Two other ministers in Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez’s
government are infected. The surge in numbers has
brought the medical system to the brink of collapse, with
Spain struggling with a lack of medical supplies for testing,
treatment and the protection of frontline workers, and a
growing number of cases among healthcare personnel
with more than 5,400 infected. To address the shortages,
Health Minister Salvador Illa said the government had
inked a major deal with China.  — AFP 

LAGOS: A Fitness club engages in physical exercises but dispersed upon the arrival of Lagos
Task Force team against social gatherings at Broad Street in Lagos. Nigeria, the most popu-
lated country in Africa has tightened restrictions in three states on places of worship, airports
and bars to try and protect its population against the COVID-19 coronavirus. — AFP 


