
RIYADH: Saudi Arabia reported its second
coronavirus death and tightened a nationwide
curfew on Wednesday, barring travel in and out
of Riyadh, the capital, and the holy cities of
Makkah and Madinah, as well as movement be-
tween all provinces. The orders, approved by
King Salman and published by state media, also
brought forward the start of a curfew in the three
cities to 3 pm from 7 pm.

Saudi Arabia introduced the curfew on Mon-
day, initially for 21 days,
after registering a jump in
infections. Its second fatal-
ity was a 46-year-old for-
eign resident of Makkah,
among 133 new cases that
took Saudi Arabia’s total to
900. Across the six-nation
Gulf Cooperation Council,
the tally rose to 2,472 with
seven deaths, as the United
Arab Emirates registered 85 new infections,
Oman 15 and Kuwait four.

Saudi Arabia has halted international flights as
well as suspending visas for the year-round
Umrah pilgrimage and closing mosques, schools,
malls and restaurants. The restrictions have al-

tered the rhythm of daily life in the country of
some 30 million, where late-night gatherings at
coffee shops or private homes are common.

Turkish resident Nasif Erisik, who plays cards
most nights with friends at one of their homes,
said the group had resorted to online gaming to
keep in touch. “Corona has ... changed our habits
and everything in our lives,” Erisik said. The au-
thorities say those who violate restrictions will
be fined or jailed. The Interior Ministry on

Wednesday reported high
compliance.

Quarantine breached
In the UAE, the region’s

tourism, business and
transit hub, 64 people
were facing legal action
for not obeying a 14-day
home quarantine order
after coming into contact

with people confirmed to be infected, the gov-
ernment tweeted. 

The UAE said it closed all public transport from
8 pm yesterday to 6 am on Sunday as it disinfects
all public facilities, state news agency WAM said.
Movement of traffic and people would be re-

stricted and people were urged to stay home un-
less they needed food, medicine or healthcare, or
if they worked in vital sectors, it said. Hundreds of
Europeans were stranded in the UAE after the
Dubai and Abu Dhabi airports stopped flights on
Tuesday night with little warning.

Oil engineer Jamie Richardson had been due
to return to Britain on Wednesday for a new job.

“It’s proper stressful,” he said. “You have no idea
what’s going on.” UAE authorities have urged
people to stay home but have not announced an
official curfew or suspended work. On Wednes-
day the business regulator in Dubai, one of the
member-emirates, told private companies to im-
plement remote working for 80% of staff
through April 9. — Reuters
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DUBAI: A herd of camel grazes the centre of Dubai where all the traditional camel races have stopped
amid the COVID-19 coronavirus pandemic in Dubai. —AFP 
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Second death in Saudi Arabia, total 900 infections
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travelers stranded in UAE 

Yemen war: 
5 years on, 
rebels tronger 
than ever
DUBAI: Five years after Saudi Arabia in-
tervened in Yemen’s civil war, leading a mil-
itary coalition to prop up the government
which had been driven out of its capital, the
Houthi rebels are only stronger, more re-
silient and gaining ground. The Iran-
aligned insurgents’ capabilities have
developed in the past year, with attacks on
strategic targets in Yemen and neighboring
Saudi Arabia using sophisticated drones. 

Experts say that pressure on the Saudis
to reduce civilian casualties in air strikes, a
drawdown by their coalition partner the
United Arab Emirates’ in mid-2019, and
rifts within the government camp, have
strengthened the rebels’ resolve. The novel
coronavirus sweeping the world could be a
wild card in the conflict. 

Saudi Arabia has reported hundreds of
cases and imposed tough lockdown meas-
ures, while Yemen appears highly vulnera-
ble even if its broken healthcare system has
not yet registered any cases. But after mil-
itary victories in recent months that have
given them the upper hand, the sixth year

of the conflict is likely to deliver more gains
to the rebels, and more hardship to civilians
who have endured the long war.

Who are the Houthis?
The Houthi tribal fighters belong to the

Zaidi minority, an offshoot of Shiite Islam,
that makes up a third of Yemen’s Sunni-ma-
jority population. They rose up in the 1990s
over alleged sectarian discrimination.

The movement is named after its late
spiritual leader Badreddin Al-Houthi and
his son Hussein, who was killed by Yemeni
government forces in 2004. Between 2004
and 2010, the group-known as Ansarullah
(Supporters of God)— fought six wars
against Yemen’s then-government and bat-

tled Saudi Arabia in 2009-2010 after
storming across the border. 

They also took part in protests that
forced veteran ruler Ali Abdullah Saleh
from office in 2012 but later formed an al-
liance with him before again falling out
and killing him in 2017. The Houthi ouster
of the government of Yemeni President
Abedrabbo Mansour Hadi and takeover
of the capital Sanaa set off the Saudi-led
intervention in March 26, 2015. Since
then, the coalition has not been able to
defeat the insurgents, who have none of
their adversaries’ high tech firepower but
are well-trained, tenacious and accus-
tomed to battling in Yemen’s harsh and
mountainous terrain. — AFP 

SANAA: Yemeni men chant slogans as they hold up Kalashikov assault rifles during a tribal
meeting in the Houthi rebel-held capital Sanaa, as tribesmen donate rations and funds to fight-
ers loyal to the Houthis along the fronts. — AFP 

‘Who will feed us?’ 
Viral shutdown hits 
N Africa’s workers
RABAT: In Algeria, Tunisia and Morocco, workers in informal
jobs fear not only the novel coronavirus, but how they will sur-
vive emergency measures that have cut off their livelihoods.
“We are stuck at home, with no work and no pay,” said Hakim,
a 30-year-old father who until last week worked in a bar-
restaurant in the Moroccan capital Rabat. His boss told em-
ployees he wouldn’t pay them for the month of March, but
Hakim said they can’t do anything about it. Morocco, Algeria
and Tunisia, like many other countries worldwide, have an-
nounced strict measures to confront the COVID-19 pandemic.

Police and soldiers patrol deserted roads, cafes and
restaurants have closed, street vendors have disappeared and
small businesses have pulled down their shutters. The three
North African countries have a combined population of
around 90 million. Among them are millions working in infor-
mal, undeclared or precarious employment lacking social pro-
tections, from day laborers to street vendors, craftspeople to
cleaners, caretakers to construction workers. 

“There are no more clients,” said Mohamed, a self-em-
ployed plumber and father of three in a working-class neigh-
borhood of Rabat. “At the same time, the price of vegetables
has soared.” The situation is particularly critical in Morocco,
where informal employment is estimated at almost 80 percent
of the workforce. That compares to 63 percent in Algeria and
almost 59 percent in Tunisia, according to figures published
in 2018 by the International Labor Organization. — AFP 


