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Minister says decision soon on 
unpaid private sector wages 

KUWAIT: Kuwait confirmed 13 new coronavirus
cases during the past 24 hours, bringing the total
to 208, said the health ministry. During a press
conference, the ministry’s spokesperson Dr Ab-
dullah Al-Sanad said six cases are of citizens
who recently arrived from Saudi Arabia, Egypt,
France and one case still under investigation. The
seven other cases are of people who were in
contact with previously infected patients. 

Sanad revealed that out of the 208 cases, 49
have recovered and 159 are still receiving treat-
ment. He indicated seven cases are in the ICU.
Some 853 individuals have finished the quarantine
period, he affirmed. The ministry of health urged
citizens and residents to abide by all the decisions
and recommendations issued by authorities. 

Govt could ask to delay 10% transfer to future generations fund

KUWAIT: The government on Wednesday
urged people of the country to disregard rumors
and fabricated video clips amid the current crisis
emanating from the novel coronavirus outbreak.
Tareq Al-Merzem, the government spokesper-
son, speaking at a news conference at Seif
Palace, said spreading of rumors and unfounded

reports has intensified over the past 48 hours.
“Help us to stop the dissemination of the ru-
mors...along with fabricated video clips promot-
ing wrong information...do not forward these
erroneous materials,” said the official
spokesman. 

Asked how authorities will secure delivery of
necessities to the people in case a total curfew is
enforced, he indicated that the government emer-
gency team is still discussing the matter with rep-
resentatives of cooperative societies and
supermarkets to find a delivery mechanism.
Merzem called on the people of Kuwait, in case of
a full lockdown, to abstain from excessive shop-
ping and consumption of food and other necessary
goods “until the situation improves”. —KUNA 
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KUWAIT: The ministry of commerce and in-
dustry announced yesterday the closure of 14
commercial stores that did not abide by the law

and precautionary measures to combat the
spread of coronavirus. In a statement, the min-
istry said that its inspection teams monitored
238 cooperative societies, popular markets,
commercial stores and standalone vegetable
shops to determine the extent of their commit-
ment to new regulations and maintain stability
of prices. 

The ministry noted that inspection teams

also monitored 38 catering branches, in addi-
tion to eight automated bakeries that belong to
Kuwait Flour Mills and Bakeries Company. The
statement added that its emergency center had
received 422 complaints via hotline 135, in ad-
dition to renewing 204 ration cards. The min-
istry underlined the importance of adhering to
laws due to the exceptional circumstances that
the country is going through. — KUNA 

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: Minister of Social Affairs Mariam Al-
Aqeel said yesterday she is currently consider-
ing how to deal with private sector employers
who have not paid their staff. “We will not take
long to issue a decision on how to deal with this
wrong situation, because how can employees
meet their financial commitments if they don’t
get paid,” the minister said on Kuwait TV. The
issue concerns thousands of expatriate workers
who make up the overwhelming majority of the
private sector workforce.

The ministry has the power to force employ-
ers to pay wages and can use the guarantee

money deposited with the ministry to pay un-
paid wages. Businesses in Kuwait as well as all
over the world have been hit hard by the shut-
downs and curfews due to the coronavirus, ren-
dering many small businesses helpless in coping
with the difficult financial situation. Aqeel said
cooperative societies have been performing well
during the current crisis and warned violators
will be penalized.

Meanwhile, government spokesman Tareq
Al-Mazrem said yesterday that the government
has not discussed imposing a total round-the-
clock curfew and the issue has not been pro-
posed. But he added that imposing a total curfew
remains an issue in the hands of the health au-

thorities. 
The health ministry meanwhile reported 13

new coronavirus cases yesterday, raising the
number to 208, while announcing that six more
cases have recovered, bringing the total to 49.
Health Ministry spokesman Abdullah Al-Sanad
said that of the 159 cases receiving treatment,
seven are in the intensive care unit, of whom two
are in critical condition. More than 800 people
have so far been discharged from quarantines. 

Flights repatriating Kuwaitis continued yes-
terday with two flights from Britain and Ger-
many, while Kuwait Airways announced plans to
operate a flight to New York tomorrow. Special
flights repatriated hundreds of Kuwaitis from

Lebanon, Egypt and Bahrain on Tuesday and the
health ministry admitted that some of them
tested positive for coronavirus. All repatriated
citizens are placed in quarantines for 14 days.

Parliamentary sources said yesterday that the
government is expected to request the Assembly
to delay the 10 percent mandatory transfer from
revenues to the future generations fund. This
would amount to around KD 1 billion. The rare
request requires approvals from the National
Assembly and a decision by the government. By
law, the government must transfer 10 percent of
public revenues, regardless of deficit or surplus,
to the future generations fund, which has assets
of around $600 billion invested mostly abroad.
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KUWAIT: Kuwait is a leader in the Gulf
and Middle East in sequencing the genome
of coronavirus, named by the World Health
Organization as SARS CoV-2. Dasman Di-
abetes Institute (DDI) recently sequenced
the genetic makeup of four samples of the

coronavirus, DDI’s Director General Dr
Qais Al-Duwairi told KUNA. The samples
were taken from cases coming from
abroad, rather than from Kuwait, he said.
The virus has genetic mutation abilities,
making it more serious than other viruses,
he said, adding that the technique was con-
ducted to have a greater understanding of
the virus and answer relevant scientific
questions. Information and data coming
from all countries show that the virus has
slight mutations, but strikingly, studies car-
ried out by Kuwaiti researchers proved
that the strains of viruses in Kuwait are, to
a large extent, similar to those found in the

Chinese city of Wuhan and Germany,
Duwairi remarked.

Researchers from DDI and other sev-
eral countries strongly believe that this
variable virus strain in Europe is more
fatal, the Kuwaiti doctor said. Further-
more, the institute plans to study the novel
coronavirus, in collaboration and with the
effective backing of the ministry of health
to fight this pandemic, Duwairi noted. The
DDI was established in 2006 mainly to
combat the prevalence of diabetes in
Kuwait through focused diabetes re-
search, integrated prevention, training and
education. — KUNA 
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