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611 expatriates return to their 
home countries from Kuwait

KUWAIT: The interior ministry said 306 citi-
zens returned home yesterday as part of a plan
to bring back nationals from abroad due to
spread of coronavirus, while 611 expatriates
and Gulf nationals left for their home countries.
Three planes carrying a total of 306 Kuwaiti
citizens coming from Lebanon, Egypt and
Bahrain - three nations with coronavirus cases
- arrived at Kuwait International Airport on
Wednesday, as part of the first phase of a plan

due to end on Sunday, March 29, the ministry
said in a statement. 

It added 195 Kuwaitis came from Egypt, 74
from Lebanon and 37 from Bahrain. They were
all tested at airport facilities specially erected for
this purpose and then taken to compulsory quar-
antine. The ministry meanwhile said 611 non-
Kuwaitis left for their home countries after they
completed preventive measures. It said 342
Egyptians, 254 Filipinos and 15 Bahraini nation-

als were onboard planes that took them back to
their countries. 

The squad of the National Guard securing
quarantine sites received on Wednesday the cit-
izens who were flown back from Lebanon, Egypt
and Bahrain. The Guard said in a statement that
the repatriated citizens were quarantined at Joan
and Seashell resorts and will remain at the se-
cured locations to ensure they are free of the
coronavirus. A number of senior officers were

present upon arrival of the returned citizens. 
Two Kuwait Airways planes were to bring

citizens from Germany and Britain yesterday,
part of a government plan to bring nationals
from countries infected with the coronavirus,
Directorate General for Civil Aviation (DGCA)
said Wednesday. It added in a statement a
plane was scheduled to arrive from Frankfurt at
5:00 pm, and another from London at around
8:05 pm. — KUNA 

306 citizens return, quarantined at resorts secured by National Guard

KUWAIT: 611 expatriates returned to their home countries from Kuwait. — KUNA photos Kuwaiti returnees are quarantined in resorts secured by the National Guard. 

KUWAIT: Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser
Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah said on Wednesday the
success of repatriating citizens from abroad depends
on the effectiveness of national efforts to prevent the
spread of the coronavirus. Speaking at a press con-
ference held at Seif Palace on the government’s efforts
to combat the spread of COVID-19, Sheikh Ahmad
said the first phase of repatriation took place with cit-
izens being brought back from Egypt, Lebanon and
Bahrain.  Commenting on the process of repatriation,
he indicated that countries where Kuwaitis are situ-
ated were divided by three criteria - including coun-
tries where the disease is out of control such as Italy
and Spain, nations where the disease is increasingly
spreading such as the UK and Egypt, and finally GCC
countries. The success of repatriation depends on
how well the national plan to counter coronavirus is
working, reaffirmed Sheikh Ahmad, who urged the
people of the country to band together in order to
bring Kuwaitis back home. 

He indicated that Kuwaiti diplomatic missions are
working throughout the day and night to bring
Kuwaitis back. During the press conference, the for-
eign minister displayed a graph of where Kuwaitis
were located throughout the world, stressing that
their return will be conducted in a manner that is ap-
propriate and in line with what developments are oc-

curring at any given time.
The national carrier
Kuwait Airways and
Kuwaiti airline Jazeera
will be the main trans-
porters of repatriated
nationals situated in
some 11 countries, Sheikh
Ahmad said. 

HH the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah is keen
on the return of Kuwaiti
nationals, and also at the same time, adamant on mak-
ing sure that Kuwaiti missions abroad attend to the
needs of citizens wherever they are. He implored the
increasing number of Kuwaitis seeking assistance
abroad to contact the country’s diplomatic missions,
providing them with necessary data and information
to facilitate their return home.  The foreign minister
also encouraged Kuwaiti citizens to follow rules and
regulations of their respective host nations, saying
that it was paramount to aid the global fight against
the coronavirus. Sheikh Ahmad took the opportunity
at the end of the conference to thank Jordan for pro-
viding provisions to Kuwaitis during the curfew im-
posed in the kingdom. — KUNA 

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
of Defense Sheikh Ahmad Mansour Al-Ahmad
Al-Sabah on Wednesday held discussions with
Foreign Minister Sheikh Ahmad Nasser Al-Mo-
hammad Al-Sabah and Chief of the National Se-
curity Bureau Sheikh Thamer Ali Sabah
Al-Salem Al-Sabah coordination with state au-
thorities partaking in special measures to face
the novel coronavirus. 

The army said in a statement that the offi-
cials, during the meeting held at the Cabinet
Secretariat General, addressed mechanisms re-
lated to the measures. The meeting was at-
tended by the Kuwaiti Army Chief of Staff Lt
Gen Mohammed Al-Kheder, Interior Undersec-
retary Maj Gen Essam Al-Naham, officials of
the ministries of defense, foreign and internal
affairs.—KUNA
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KUWAIT: Defense Minister Sheikh Ahmad Mansour Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah meets Foreign Minister
Sheikh Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah and Chief of the National Security Bureau Sheikh
Thamer Ali Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah on Wednesday. — KUNA 


