
Thursday, March 26, 2020

18
S p o r t s

Established 1961 

Sponsors to stand by 
delayed Olympics
TOKYO:  Major corporate sponsors of the
Tokyo 2020 Olympics are standing by the
International Olympic Committee after the
Games were postponed and experts familiar
with the deals said the companies would not
likely seek the return of billions of dollars com-
mitted to the agreements.

Fourteen global companies including Coca-
Cola Co, Procter & Gamble Co and Intel Corp
spent $500 million this year and have committed
close to $4 billion on multi-year contracts that
designate them as top-tier sponsors, according
to research firm Global Data.

On Tuesday, the Tokyo Games were post-
poned to 2021, a first in the 124-year modern
history of the event, due to the coronavirus pan-
demic which has prompted governments to shut
businesses globally.

After the announcement, five major sponsors,
Procter & Gamble, Intel, Airbnb, Coca-Cola and
Samsung Electronics reaffirmed their commit-
ment to the games. Bridgestone Corp will seek
“creative solutions” in a delay, it told Reuters
ahead of the announcement.

“As the longest standing sponsor of the
Olympic Games, we remain committed to work-
ing together with the IOC and TOCOG (Tokyo
Organising Committee) to create a successful
and safe event,” said a Coca-Cola spokesman.

Samsung in a statement to Reuters said, “We
will continue to work closely with the IOC and
Games organizers to ensure a safe and memo-
rable Olympic Games.” Despite the severe finan-
cial toll on the sponsors, the companies general-
ly consider themselves long-term partners of the
International Olympic Committee (IOC).

“No doubt, the IOC and Japan are working
hand-in-hand with those 14 sponsors,” said
Jason Karlov, a partner at law firm Barnes &
Thornburg, who has worked on previous IOC
sponsor deals. “They keep the Olympic move-
ment functioning and thriving.”

Beyond the Olympics, the pandemic has
forced the cancellation of nearly every national
and regional sporting event in the coming
months. Lawyers involved in those deals said
many corporate sponsors, often smaller compa-
nies hard hit by the outbreak, are trying to back
out and get their money back.

However, even if a company wanted its
Olympic sponsorship money returned, it is
unlikely the deal with the IOC allows it, accord-
ing to those lawyers familiar with the deals. The
sponsorship dollars are crucial to the operations
of the IOC, which is a non-profit funded primari-
ly by broadcast rights and revenue from top
sponsors. The companies generally pay a por-
tion of the total contract upfront when they sign
and the remainder is paid in installments over
the length of the agreement.

Reuters did not view the sponsorship con-
tracts, but those familiar with the deals said
every contract differs and the delay of the Tokyo
games may not necessarily trigger any obliga-
tion for the IOC. —Reuters

PARIS: Prospective Olympic competitors were quick
out of the blocks after the Tokyo Games were post-
poned until 2021 and most gave the decision the
thumbs up on social media. The consensus was the
International Olympic Committee had made the right
decision in the face of the uncertainty caused by the
coronavirus pandemic.

“All in all a very wise decision,” tweeted Eliud
Kipchoge, the Olympic marathon champion and the
only man to run the distance in less than two hours. “I
look forward to come back to Japan to defend my
Olympic title next year and look forward to witness a
wonderful event.”

Italian cyclist Elia Viviani, a track gold medallist in
Rio in 2016, whose country has recorded most deaths
from COVID-19, summed up much of the reaction
when he tweeted:
“Postponing the
Olympics to 2021 is the
best decision for me.
Today we are all strug-
gling with a much bigger
problem....So Olympics
see you in 2021!”

One of his sprint
rivals, Britain’s Mark
Cavendish said: “BIG
news and it’s the right
call,” before adding: “On
a sporting side, there’s going to be a few nations
thankful for 12 months more preparation!”

Belgian cyclist Victor Campenaerts was worried
about his girlfriend, swimmer Fanny Lecluyse: “She
has already been selected, will she be selected for
next year’s Olympics? Does she have to qualify
again? She was planning to retire after these Games.”

For some athletes, like Simone Biles who had said
she planned to retire after Tokyo, it means another
year of hard work. Her coach said the US gymnasts
were ready. “As needed as it is, for every athlete
especially gymnasts who’ve started this journey so
young, worked as hard of even harder for this,”
tweeted Cecile Landi, who competed for France but
coaches in Texas. 

“BUT We will regroup and ‘replan’ to get back
strong for 2021!” Russian gymnast Angelina
Melnikova, was less happy with the decision. “I’m
very excited and now I’m very upset, we are all very
upset. But now we have time,” she posted on
Instagram. “I’ll do my best gymnastics ever. Let’s go
with me.”

At 25, British diver Tom Daley,  who has won medals
at the last two Olympics, said the extra year would take
a toll. “Yes, I’ll be another year older, and my body will
feel that, but I promise to work my tail off.”

Among athletes who might feel the stopwatch is
against them, there was support. Mary Kom, a 38-
year-old Indian boxer and a member of parliament,
who made news at the weekend by breaking quaran-
tine after returning from abroad, to attend a break-

fast hosted by President
Ram Nath Kovind, tweet-
ed: “Excellent and right
decision.”

‘SAME FLAME, 
NEW DATES’ 

Carli Lloyd, a 37-
year-old US footballer
who has two gold medals
told local television: “It’s
bigger than an Olympics.
I definitely think it’s the

right call. Disappointed... but I think for the safety of
everybody, it’s definitely the best thing.” 

The 2012 women’s triathlon champion, Nicola
Spirig, applauded the decision but hinted it could
mark the end of her career. “For the past months, I
have been working daily towards my goal of com-
peting at my fifth Olympic Summer Games...I am
therefore glad to have clarity now and fully support
the IOC’s decision,” the 38-year-old Swiss posted
on Instagram. 

“As far as my sporting future is concerned...I will
take my time and discuss my options together with
my family and team before coming to a decision in
the weeks to come.” 

Others did not try to hide their disappointment.

“I’m devastated. That’s not to say I disagree with
the decision, 100% understand and respect the rea-
sons,” track cyclist Elinor Barker, who won gold
with the British pursuit team in Rio posted on
Instagram. 

“This pales in comparison to the loss a lot of
people around the world are experiencing, but I
can’t pretend it doesn’t hurt a little.” But most
expressed relief and optimism.

Dutch runner Dafne Schippers, who won silver
in the 200 metres in Rio posted: “I was really
looking forward...but for now we have to look at
the bigger picture and do whatever it takes to
beat the corona virus...let’s make sure we’ll cele-

brate even harder in 2021!”
US swimmer  Lilly King, a double gold medallist

in Rio, posted: “Just one more year to get better.”
“Not denied. Just delayed,” tweeted American triple
Olympic champion Tianna Bartoletta, a sprinter and
long jumper.

“You gonna cry about it or boss up?” asked
American wrestler Jordan Burroughs, a gold medal-
ist in 2012, in a slangy tweet, “First of all imma do
both.” French double-Olympic judo champion
Teddy Riner tweeter : “See you in 2021, Tokyo. First,
we have a more important fight to win.” British
sprinter Dina Asher-Smith tweeted: “Tokyo2021.
Same flame, new dates.”  —AFP

‘Postponing Olympics to 2021 is the best decision for me’

Prospective Olympians give 
postponement plenty of likes

TOKYO: The Olympic rings are seen through the branches of a tree in Tokyo’s Odaiba district yes-
terday, the day after the historic decision to postpone the 2020 Tokyo Olympic Games. Japan yes-
terday started the unprecedented task of reorganising the Tokyo Olympics after the historic deci-
sion to postpone the world’s biggest sporting event due to the COVID-19 coronavirus pandemic
that has locked down one third of the planet. —AFP

Only war has 
cancelled 
Olympics 
TOKYO: The Olympic Games has
suffered political boycotts (Moscow
1980) and terrorism (Munich 1972),
but has only ever been cancelled due
to outbreaks of war.

With the announcement that the
2020 Games will be postponed over
the coronavirus pandemic, here is a
look back at Berlin 1916, Tokyo 1940
and London 1944 — when global
conflicts forced the Games to be
scrapped.

BERLIN 1916 
At the IOC meeting in Stockholm

in July 4, 1912, the sixth Olympic
Games were awarded to Berlin, with
the German capital beating out com-
petition from Alexandria, Amsterdam,
Brussels, Budapest and the US city of
Cleveland.

Germany pulled out all the stops,
opening a stadium with a capacity of
around 33,000 in western Berlin’s
leafy Grunewald district in 1913 to
celebrate 25 years of Kaiser Wilhelm
II’s reign as head of the German
Reich.

The stadium took only 200 days
to build, according to the German
Olympic Committee (DOSB) and fea-
tured a 100-metre-long swimming
pool on its northern side.

The sporting programme was to
feature athletics, wrestling, fencing,
shooting, modern pentathlon, cycling,
gymnastics, swimming, rowing, hockey
and golf. For the first time, women were
invited to participate in swimming, div-
ing, tennis and netball, the DOSB said in
its history of the 1916 Games.

A two-day test event was held on
June 27 and 28, 1914 in the Berlin sta-
dium. On the second day, Archduke
Frank Ferdinand of Austria and his
wife were assassinated in Sarajevo,
starting a chain of events that would
led to the outbreak of World War I.

It is not clear when the Games fell
victim to the war but the founder of
the modern Olympics, Pierre de
Coubertin, decreed that the Berlin
1916 Games still be counted as the
sixth Olympiad, even though they
never took place.

The next Games — the seventh
Olympiad — were awarded to
Antwerp in recognition of the horrors
suffered by Belgium in World War I.

A flag with the famous Olympic
rings symbol was raised for the first
time and doves were released at the
opening ceremony as a sign of peace.
Germany was excluded.

TOKYO 1940 
In the same way Tokyo 2020 offi-

cials have framed the Games as the
“Recovery Olympics” after the dev-
astating 2011 earthquake, tsunami
and nuclear meltdown, Tokyo cast a
bid for 1940 as a chance to show it
had recovered from a catastrophic
earthquake in 1923.

Spearheaded by legendary
Japanese figure Jigoro Kano, the
founder of judo and the country’s
first IOC member, Tokyo was award-
ed the 1940 Games after ferocious
lobbying, including persuading
Italian dictator Benito Mussolini to
pull out of the race.

The Games were supposed to cel-
ebrate the 2,600 years since the
enthronement of Japan’s mythical first
emperor Jimmu, but they became
untenable because of the country’s
military aggression in China.

With Japan at war with China from
1937, diplomatic pressure grew for
Japan to give up the Games and the
military began to question why
resources should be diverted from
the war effort to fund Olympic con-
struction.

The Japanese Olympic Committee
eventually bowed to the inevitable
and in 1938 told the IOC it would not
be hosting the Games, euphemistical-
ly citing the “trouble with China” as
the reason.

They also abandoned the winter
Games, planned in the northern city
of Sapporo.

The IOC awarded the summer
Games to Helsinki instead and the
winter Games to St. Moritz in
Switzerland, but these too fell victim
to World War II. Tokyo eventually
became the first Asian city to host the
Olympics in 1964.

LONDON 1944 
Despite what British Prime

Minister Winston Churchill called the
“gathering storm” over Europe due
to Nazi Germany, the IOC met in
London in July 1939 to decide which
city would host the 1944 Olympics.

They plumped for London, which
beat bids by Rome, Detroit, Lausanne
and Athens. But only three months
later, Britain had declared war on
Germany and the 1944 Games was a
non-starter. The winter Games were
due to be held in Cortina d’Ampezzo
in Italy but these were also scrapped.
The city hosted the 1956 Winter
Olympics and is due to co-host the
2026 Winter Games with Milan.

Just three years after the war end-
ed, and with the world began gradu-
ally getting back onto its feet,
London hosted what became known
as the “Austerity Games” in 1948.
Neither Germany nor Japan were
invited to participate. —AFP

British stars 
relieved at 
Olympic delay 
LONDON: British Olympic gold medal
hopefuls Katerina Johnson-Thompson,
Adam Peaty and Dina Asher-Smith
expressed their relief after Tokyo 2020
was delayed until next year on Tuesday
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

All three world champions had
expressed their frustration at the delay
of a decision on the Games, while coun-
tries across the globe imposed stringent
restrictions on movement and travel to
control the spread of the virus.

“A lot of athletes can breathe,”
Olympic 100m breast stroke champion
Peaty told BBC Sport. “We felt under
pressure to train and compete. “The
decision from the IOC (International
Olympic Committee) lifts that release
that we don’t have to be in shape over
summer and we don’t have to put unnec-
essary risk on others.”

Johnson-Thompson is hoping to add to
her world championship gold in the hep-
tathlon last year with Olympic gold after
missing out on the podium at Rio 2016.

“Waited 8 years for this, what’s
another 1 in the grand scheme of
things?” Johnson-Thompson posted on
Twitter. “As an athlete, it’s heartbreaking
news about the olympics being post-
poned until 2021, but it’s for all the right
reasons and the safety of everyone!
Hope everyone keeps safe and stay
indoors.”

Asher-Smith, Britain’s world 200m
champion, posted on Instagram:
“#Tokyo2021, Same fire, new dates. Stay
at home and stay safe everyone.”

Double Olympic triathlon champion
Alistair Brownlee also welcomed the
certainty of knowing the outcome after
the IOC said as recently as Sunday a
decision could take up to four weeks.

“Evidently a very tough decision for
the IOC and other stakeholders to make
but in my opinion the right one,” said
Brownlee. “Both, for the message it
sends to people around the world bat-
tling with the virus and to give clarity to
athletes attempting to prepare.”

Retired British track cyclist Callum
Skinner, who fronts competitor-led
movement Global Athlete, said the right
decision had been made.

“Tokyo 2021 presents an amazing
opportunity to host a full Games cele-
brating the world (hopefully) entering
the “post-pandemic” phase,”  he
tweeted.

Skinner, who won gold and silver
medals at the 2016 Olympics and is a
member of the British Olympic
Association’s (BOA) athletes’ commis-
sion questioned the IOC’s approach.

“Questions have to be asked of
Thomas Bach’s “full steam ahead” policy.
This saga has endangered athletes, pub-
lic health and damaged the Olympic
movement. What’s more he wanted this
limbo to continue for 4 weeks”

British Rowing welcomed the “cer-
tainty” over the Games. “We are now
able to start planning how we best

support our athletes, coaches and all
our programme staff throughout this
time, both within British Rowing and as
a wider group of Olympic and
Paralympic sports in the UK,” the
organisation tweeted.

British Paralympic discus thrower
Dan Greaves tweeted: “Absolutely the
right decision to postpone both the
Olympics & @Paralympics by a year.
Health comes first & with that, athletes
can now take care of theres to make
sure they are able to make the hard
work count!!”  —AFP

Dina Asher-Smith

Same flame, 
new dates


