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They will be discharged from hospital within 

two days, the minister added.  
Financial markets soared as the Senate and the 

White House thrashed out a stimulus package 
worth roughly 10 percent of the entire US econo-
my, an injection Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell said represented a “wartime level of 
investment into our nation”. US President Donald 
Trump has voiced hope that the United States 
would be “raring to go” by mid-April, but his opti-
mism appeared to stand almost alone among world 
leaders, who were ratcheting up the movement 
restrictions in a bid to stifle the spread of the dis-
ease. India ordered its 1.3 billion people - the 
world’s second-biggest population - to stay at 
home for three weeks. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s “total lock-
down” call doubled the number of people around 
the globe under some form of movement restriction 
to more than 2.6 billion people. “To save India, to 
save its every citizen, you, your family... every 
street, every neighborhood is being put under 
lockdown,” Modi said in a televised address. 

Mumbai vegetable trader Rafiq Ansari said his 
customers were getting angry over shortages and 
price hikes. “I don’t understand what’s going on,” 
the 35-year-old told AFP. “It’s getting increasingly 
difficult to source produce. We are going to face 
major shortages in the days ahead.” However China, 
where the new virus emerged last year, loosened 
tough rules on the 50 million people in Hubei 
province yesterday after a months-long lockdown 
as the country reported no new domestic cases. The 
provincial capital Wuhan - the ground zero of the 
outbreak after it was initially detected at a market 
that sold wild animals for human consumption - will 
allow residents to leave from April 8. 

The pandemic has cut a swathe through the 
world’s sporting and cultural events, and on 
Tuesday claimed the biggest of them all: the Tokyo 
2020 Olympics. Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe tried to sound an optimistic note, vowing that 
the rescheduled Games in 2021 would be “a testa-
ment to mankind’s defeat of the new virus”. The 
postponement marks the first time that the world’s 
biggest sporting event, set to open on July 24, has 
been delayed in peacetime. 

Across the planet, the grim COVID-19 toll 
mounted further, with more than 18,200 deaths and 
405,000 declared infections, half of them in 
Europe according to an AFP tally. The medical situ-
ation is still critical in Europe, where hardest-hit 
Italy had mixed news. The Mediterranean country’s 
death toll shot back up to 743 after two days of 
slight decline from a world-record peak of 793 on 
Saturday. But officially registered new infections 
rose just eight percent for the second straight day. 

Elsewhere Ireland ordered non-essential busi-
nesses shut, Britain planned a 4,000-bed emer-
gency hospital in London and Spain called for 
practical support from the NATO military alliance. 
Countries in Africa, where health systems are often 
fragile, are also ramping up their response to the 

virus as cases and deaths rise. And nearly 130 mil-
lion Americans, or 40 percent of the population, are 
under or will soon come under some lockdown 
order, including in the largest state of California. 

Many governments are l istening to health 
experts who warn the only way to slow the epi-
demic - and save the lives of the elderly and vulner-
able - is by imposing “social isolation” measures on 
a population. But Trump is not convinced the move 
is worth the enormous economic cost. “A lot of 
people agree with me. Our country - it’s not built to 
shut down,” he told Fox News. “You can destroy a 
country this way by closing it down.” 

Global markets finally started to recoup some of 
the losses they have logged over a tumultuous few 
weeks. The Dow Jones Industrial Average on 
Tuesday surged 11.3 percent, its biggest rally since 
1933 during the Great Depression. The massive rise 
- which was followed by huge jumps on Asian mar-
kets, including an 8.0 percent bump in Tokyo - 
came as traders took heart from agreements on 
Capitol Hill for the largest ever emergency spend-
ing effort. “At last, we have a deal,” McConnell said, 
after negotiating into the small hours. 

The Senate and House of Representatives still 
need to pass the legislation before sending it to 
Trump for his signature. The US Federal Reserve 
earlier unveiled an unprecedented bond-buying 
program, in a move not seen since the global finan-
cial crisis more than a decade ago. And finance 
ministers and central bank chiefs of the Group of 
Seven major industrial democracies have vowed to 
“do whatever is necessary to restore confidence 
and economic growth and to protect jobs, busi-
nesses, and the resilience of the financial system”.  

Saudi Arabia on Tuesday reported its first death 
from the new coronavirus as the total number of 
infections spiked to 767, according to the health 
ministry. An Afghan resident in the western city of 
Madinah died from the virus, the ministry said, 
while reporting 205 new infections - the biggest 
jump in the kingdom in a single day. Saudi Arabia, 
which has reported the highest number of infec-
tions in the Gulf, began implementing a nationwide 
dusk-to-dawn curfew on Monday to limit the 
spread of the deadly COVID-19 illness. 

The Arab world’s biggest economy has also 
closed down cinemas, malls and restaurants, halted 
flights and suspended the year-round umrah pil-
grimage as it steps up efforts to contain the virus. 
Similar restrictions and stimulus measures have 
been reported by other countries in the Gulf, where 
more than 2,100 coronavirus infections have been 
reported so far. 

In the neighboring United Arab Emirates, a two-
week suspension of all passenger flights and tran-
sits announced a day earlier began at 11:59 pm 
(1959 GMT) on Tuesday. Dubai’s international air-
port is the busiest in the world for international 
passengers, with 86.4 million travellers passing 
through last year. Oman also said it would suspend 
all passenger flights from March 29 except to and 
from Musandam, bordering the UAE. 

The UAE said Tuesday it had arrested a woman 
for posting a video allegedly “encouraging people 
to defy authorities on social distancing instruc-
tions”. Nearby Bahrain recorded its third death 
from the virus on Tuesday. Kuwait’s Cabinet has 
said anyone caught intentionally spreading the 
virus could face up to 10 years in jail, according to 
state media. —  Agencies 
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Olympic Committee saying the new date would be 

“beyond 2020 but not later than summer 2021”. Japan 
has framed Tokyo 2020 as the “Recovery Games” - a 
chance to show the world it has bounced back from 
the “triple disaster” in 2011 when a massive earth-
quake sparked a tsunami and the Fukushima nuclear 
meltdown. 

The delayed event - still to be called Tokyo 2020 - 
will now be a “testament to mankind’s defeat of the 
new virus”, said Japan’s Prime Minister Shinzo Abe. 
He repeated that message in a call yesterday with US 
President Donald Trump, in which the leaders agreed 
the Games would be “proof that humans have beaten 
the new coronavirus”, a Japanese government 
spokesman said. The Olympic flame “could become 
the light at the end of the tunnel in which the world 
finds itself at present”, Japan and the IOC said in a 
joint statement. 

The quadrennial Olympics, which has weathered 
boycotts, terrorist attacks and protests, is the highest-
profile event affected by the virus that has killed 
thousands and postponed or cancelled sports compe-
titions worldwide. The IOC had come under fire for 
appearing out of touch by sticking to its schedule, but 
it eventually bowed to the inevitable, citing the need 
to protect the health of athletes. Bach said the post-
ponement was “about protecting human life”, with 
more than 11,000 athletes expected along with 
90,000 volunteers, and hundreds of thousands of 
officials and spectators from all over the world.  

US swimming star Ryan Lochte summed up the 
combination of disappointment and relief expressed 
by most athletes, after many had voiced anger at 
being asked to continue training during the pandemic. 
“I was a little pissed off because I’ve been training my 

butt off and I’ve been feeling great,” the 12-time 
Olympic medallist told the Los Angeles Times. “But 
this whole thing is way bigger than me,” Lochte 
added. “It’s way bigger than the Olympians, it’s affect-
ing the entire world right now.” 

There were similar feelings on the streets of Tokyo, 
which had won widespread praise for its prepara-
tions, with tickets in high demand and venues com-
pleted well ahead of schedule. “It is disappointing for 
sure, but when you think about the health of athletes 
as well as spectators, I understand,” IT engineer 
Momoko Doku told AFP on the bustling Shibuya 
crossing. “The new coronavirus is spreading so fast in 
the world, and this is a very serious issue internation-
ally,” he said. 

The Japanese media were also broadly supportive, 
although the Tokyo Shimbun daily screamed “surprise 
and embarrassment”. “It is like all the efforts of the last 
seven years are back to square one,” the Nikkei busi-
ness daily said. The Olympic torch relay, due to begin 
from Fukushima today, has also been postponed but 
the flame will stay in the area until it is safe to begin. 

Organizers now have to wrestle with a host of 
unanswered questions: are the venues still available? 
What to do with ticket-holders and volunteers? How 
to fit the Games into a crowded 2021 sporting sched-
ule? The athlete’s village was due to be renovated 
into more than 4,000 luxury apartments, hundreds of 
which have already been snapped up. Tens of thou-
sands of hotel rooms will need to be cancelled and 
rebooked. 

Japan and the organizing committee were spend-
ing $12.6 billion on the Games and experts say they 
may need to spend around half that again to 
rearrange the event - before hopefully recouping the 
losses when the Olympics are held. Tokyo 2020 presi-
dent Yoshiro Mori, an 82-year former prime minister 
and cancer survivor, pointed to his own health battles 
as inspiration for the difficult times ahead. “We have 
no choice but to have hope. I myself suffered cancer... 
But I was saved by a new drug. I am here, allowed to 
live. “Let us hope for these things.” —AFP 

Tokyo begins 
Olympic task of...

A picture shows Dubai’s Burj Khalifa lit up with a message “Stay Home” on Tuesday, reminding people to stay home amid the coronavirus COVID-19 pandemic. — AFP 

PARIS: From a mother unable to smell her baby’s nappy 
to a lawmaker who suddenly could not taste food, some 
coronavirus patients have described a loss of olfactory 
senses - and experts say this might be a new way to 
detect the virus. Ear, nose and throat (ENT) specialists in 

Britain, the United States and France have noted a grow-
ing number of patients in recent weeks with anosmia - 
the abrupt loss of smell - and have said this could be a 
sign of COVID-19 in people who otherwise appear well.  

Official figures suggest the coronavirus has infected 

some 380,000 people as the pandemic proliferates 
around the world, but with many cases going undetected 
experts have become concerned about the potential for 
people without symptoms to spread the virus. The World 
Health Organization lists the most common signs of 
COVID-19 as fever, tiredness and dry cough.  

In Britain, ENT doctors have urged health authorities 
to advise people with a sudden loss of smell or taste to 
self-isolate even if they have no other symptoms. 
“Anything we can do to delay transmission is absolutely 
vital,” Claire Hopkins, the president of the British 
Rhinological Society, told AFP. Hopkins, who published an 
open letter on the issue on Friday with ENT UK chief 
Nirmal Kumar, said she was not surprised when she 
heard initial reports from Iran and France of COVID-19 
patients reporting a loss of smell.  

Around 40 percent of cases of sudden loss of smell in 
adults are caused by post-viral anosmia, she said, and 
previously known coronaviruses are thought to account 
for up to 15 percent. But she said the turning point came 
when an Italian colleague working in a hospital in the 
worst-hit north of the country mentioned he had 
observed a high incidence of loss of smell among frontline 
health workers. This led to a flurry of posts on profes-
sional message boards.  

“We all started to note an increase in patients who 
were young and otherwise completely asymptomatic 
presenting with new onset sense of smell loss,” said 
Hopkins. Nine out of the 20 patients she saw last week 
had recently lost their ability to smell. “That’s extremely 
unusual,” she said, adding that several of these patients 
had called Britain’s health authorities concerned about 
COVID-19 but were told there was no need to self-iso-

late because it was not a recognized symptom. 
Experts in several countries have flagged anosmia as a 

potential sign of COVID-19. In France the head of the 
health service, Jerome Salomon, on Friday said ENT spe-
cialists had observed a “surge” in anosmia cases and said 
while it was still relatively rare, it had been seen in 
younger patients with “mild” symptoms. The American 
Academy of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery on 
Sunday noted growing anecdotal evidence that anosmia 
and dysgeusia - taste disorder - were “significant symp-
toms” of the virus.  

In Germany, virologist Hendrik Streeck from the 
University of Bonn, went house to house in Heinsberg, 
where around 1000 people were put under a two-week 
quarantine in February because of a local outbreak. He 
said some two thirds of infected people reported losing 
their sense of smell and taste for a few days. “It went so 
far that one mother could no longer smell her child’s full 
nappy. Others couldn’t smell their shampoo anymore and 
their food started to taste bland,” he told the Frankfurter 
Allgemeine Zeitung newspaper.  

A lack of testing in many countries means that often 
only those with the most severe symptoms are con-
firmed to have the virus. But several high-profile 
patients with milder cases have reported a loss of 
olfactory senses. Nadine Dorries, the first British politi-
cian to test positive, said she lost both her sense of 
smell and taste. “Eating and drinking warm or cold 
that’s all I can tell,” she posted on Twitter last week. 
French basketball player Rudy Gobert, 27, whose posi-
tive coronavirus test prompted the NBA to shut down 
its season, tweeted he had not “been able to smell any-
thing for the last 4 days” on Sunday.  — AFP 

Loss of smell could reveal  
hidden coronavirus cases 


