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One-third of humanity  
under virus lockdown

4 new coronavirus cases in Kuwait • Saudi reports first death as infections spike 

KUWAIT/NEW DELHI/WASHINGTON: 
India’s billion-plus population went into a three-
week lockdown yesterday, with a third of the world 
now under orders to stay indoors, as US politicians 
agreed to spend $2 trillion to counter the economic 
damage of the coronavirus pandemic. Kuwait’s 
ministry of health yesterday confirmed four addi-
tional cases of coronavirus in the last 24 hours. The 
cases are of a Kuwaiti woman who recently 
returned from the UK and a Kuwaiti man who 
recently arrived from Saudi Arabia, in addition to 
two expats from Philippines and Somalia, Health 
Ministry Spokesman Abdullah Al-Sanad said in a 
daily briefing.  

This brings Kuwait’s count of confirmed infec-
tions with the novel coronavirus to 195, he said, 
adding 152 patients are still receiving medical 
treatment. Six patients are being treated in inten-
sive care units, while a total of 717 cases have com-
pleted the quarantine period, Sanad elaborated. 
Health Minister Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah earlier 
yesterday announced the recovery of four addi-
tional people, raising the country’s total recoveries 
to 43. The cases are of two Kuwaiti citizens and 
two residents, the minister told KUNA, noting that 
lab tests and analyses had shown the recovery of 
the four patients.  
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• Kuwaitis get 6-month loan repayment respite (Page 3) 
• Senate, White House agree $2tn rescue package (Page 9)

• Loss of smell could reveal hidden virus cases (Page 16) 
• Hubei lifts restrictions; no new cases in China (Page 8)

KUWAIT: This picture taken on Tuesday from Hamra Tower shows a view of the empty streets of Kuwait City during 
a curfew imposed to prevent the further spread of the coronavirus. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

TOKYO: Japan set about the unprecedented task 
of reorganizing the Tokyo 2020 Olympics 
Wednesday after making the tough decision to 
postpone the Games by a year as the coronavirus 
pandemic locks down one third of the planet. The 
dramatic step to shift the Olympics, never before 
seen in peacetime, upends every aspect of the 
organization - including venues, security, ticketing 
and accommodation. 

In a move symbolic of the difficulties now fac-
ing Tokyo, Olympic countdown clocks in the city 
switched from displaying the number of days to 
go, instead simply showing today’s date and the 
time. “It’s like taking seven years to build the 
world’s biggest jigsaw puzzle and, with just one 
piece to go, having to start again but now with less 
time to finish,” tweeted Craig Spence, spokesman 
for the International Paralympic Committee. 

It is not even clear exactly when the resched-
uled Games will take place, with the International  
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