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“To the Minister of Health, with all of his orders, 

which comes in the interest of citizens’ health and 
security, I thank him for his exerted efforts,” he said, 
adding that “not one negative comment came dur-
ing his work, which is a testament of acceptance by 
the Kuwaiti people to his work during this crisis.  

The ministry of education said Monday that resi-
dent teachers and ministry staff can travel back to 
their respective countries without needing a leave 
permit. According to the ministry’s Twitter account, 
the decision was made in coordination with the 
ministry of interior. Regarding resident teachers and 
staff whose residency visas will expire while 
abroad, the ministry said efforts will be coordinated 
with Kuwaiti diplomatic missions to allow them to 
travel back to Kuwait.  

The interior ministry said that nine expatriates 
were arrested in Farwaniya on Monday evening for 
violating the partial curfew. The detainees were 
referred to the deportation department to complete 
the procedures of their deportation, the ministry’s 
public relations and security media department said 

in a statement posted on its website. The security 
services tolerate no breach of the rules of the par-
tial nationwide curfew, it stressed.  

Egyptian Ambassador to Kuwait Tareq Al-Qouni 
said that upon coordination between EgyptAir and 
the Kuwaiti authorities, six flights will operate from 
Kuwait to Cairo from today until March 30 to fly 
out Egyptians who had applied to the Egyptian 
consulate beforehand, including visit visa holders, 
those who had annulled residency visas pending 
departure and urgent humanitarian cases.  

Qouni urged Egyptians who are contacted by the 
consulate to check with the nearest Egypt Air travel 
agent to issue their tickets. Meanwhile, the 
Directorate General for Civil Aviation announced 
that based on a request from the Egyptian con-
sulate in Kuwait, a daily EgyptAir flight will depart 
from Kuwait International Airport to Cairo 
International Airport at 4 pm from March 25 to 30.  

Kuwait confirmed two new coronavirus cases 
during the past 24 hours. Health Ministry 
Spokesperson Dr Abdullah Al-Sanad said that the 
two cases are of Filipino and Indian residents who 
were in contact with patients that arrived from the 
UK, bringing the number of infections in the coun-
try to 191 cases. Sanad revealed that out of the 191 
cases, 39 of them have recovered and 152 are still 
receiving treatment. He indicated five cases are still 
in the ICU, while 708 individuals have completed 
the quarantine period.  —  Agencies 
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middle and secondary schoolchildren. “It’s as if 

the pupil was in class with his colleagues and 
teacher,” said Education Minister Mohamad Amari 
Zayed. Mahdi al-Naami, a secondary school 
teacher in the Hay al-Andalous district of Tripoli, 
said: “Children must study at home and it’s the 
responsibility of the parents to make sure they do 
so.” As bank employee Salima Abdel Aziz pointed 
out, that particular responsibility falls mainly on 
mothers. 

In Jordan, where a 24-hour curfew has now 
been enforced on pain of immediate arrest, a 
sports channel has refashioned itself into an edu-
cational broadcaster. Schools in the kingdom are 
also using the popular WhatsApp multi-platform 
Internet service to send out and receive homework 
and then return it  marked with corrections. 
According to 2018 figures, some 9.1 million of the 
kingdom’s 9.5 million people has Internet access. 
But “this system will never be the same as lessons 
in school where  pupils can ask questions and 
interact with their teachers,” said Saif Hindawi, a 
40-year-old father of four girls. 

Haneen Farouq, a college professor in Baghdad, 

said the authorities had instructed teachers to turn 
to electronic media after schools were closed as 
part of measures to curb the spread of the COVID-
19 virus. Her private college has opted for the 
schoolwork app Google Classroom for its remote 
learning during the coronavirus lockdown. 
“Lessons are sent out each day in PDF format,” she 
said. But she acknowledged after months of anti-
government protests since October, that the virus 
was a further blow to her students. “They’re not 
motivated at all,” she said, ruefully admitting that 
“there’s a high chance we’ll just have to redo every-
thing when schools and colleges reopen anyway”. 

In the West Bank, now under lockdown by the 
Palestinian authorities, teachers in government 
schools are using the Zoom app to teach up to 
100 students at once, with many using mobile 
phones. But such interrupted schooling could 
have lingering effects. According to a report from 
the UN children’s agency UNICEF earlier this 
year - before the virus fully emerged - some 63 
percent of chi ldren across the Middle East 
already could not read or understand a simple 
text by the age of 10. 

The education ministry in Morocco, which has 
some eight million schoolchildren, this week start-
ed to operate a digital platform for lessons on the 
television and Internet. Television, however, 
“remains the main tool of remote learning for fami-
lies which don’t have computers even if they have 
internet access,” said a teacher at a rural school 
near the southern city of Marrakesh. — AFP 
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The UAE’s Telecommunications Regulatory 

Authority (TRA) declined to comment on VoIP avail-
ability. State-controlled Etisalat and DU directed 
Reuters questions to the TRA. Virgin Mobile, part of 
Du, did not respond to comment requests, but told 
one customer complaining about VoIP restrictions on 
Twitter it was “working” on the issue. 

Oman, while still blocking WhatsApp - owned by 
Facebook Inc - said Skype for Business, Google 
Meet, Zoom and WebEx were now useable. Its 
Telecommunications Regulatory Authority said the 
move was to help business continuity and communi-
cation. In Qatar, where VoIP applications must also 
be authorized, a Vodafone Qatar customer helpline 
said WhatsApp and Skype are restricted, but Zoom 
and WebEx are available on mobile data. 

“Please please please unblock VoIP apps, it’s real-
ly hard to work and teach remotely when we have to 
use a VPN,” university worker Shaima Sherif tweeted 
at Qatar’s telecoms regulator and firms, referring to 
the virtual private networks (VPN) used by many to 
by-pass state internet restrictions. “In this time of 
fear, when everyone is being price sensitive, it is 
ridiculous to have to use a VPN,” said a Dubai-based 
consultant who pays $10-20 a month for VPN, and 
who declined to be identified due to sensitivities. 
Qatar’s communications regulatory authority did not 
immediately respond to requests for comment. 

SMEX, a Lebanon-based digital rights advocacy 
group, urged all countries to remove VoIP bans dur-
ing the coronavirus crisis. The UAE likely blocks the 
apps to support its telecoms firms and for national 
security reasons, SMEX Executive Director 
Mohamad Najem told Reuters, saying pushing spe-
cific VoIP programs helps “control data and the flow 
of information”. Sultan Al-Qassimi, a writer and 
member of the ruling family of the UAE Sharjah emi-
rate, also supports lifting restrictions. “The benefit to 
the entire economy outweighs the benefit to a single 
firm,” he said in a Twitter post. — Reuters 
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Delhi is under a lockdown until the end of the 

month to halt the spread of the virus and public gath-
erings of more than five people have been banned.  

The Citizenship Amendment Act, which eases the 
path for non-Muslims from neighboring Muslim-
majority countries to gain citizenship, triggered 
weeks of sometimes violent protests against Modi’s 
government after it was passed in December. 

At least 78 people have been killed in demon-

strations triggered by the law across the country, a 
large number of them in another part of Delhi in 
clashes between Hindus and Muslims. Critics say 
the law discriminates against Muslims and it has 
deepened concern that Modi’s administration is 
undermining India’s secular traditions. Modi’s ruling 
Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party denies any 
bias against India’s 180 million Muslims. 

Even before the coronavirus epidemic, the 
protest at Shaheen Bagh had become a thorn in the 
government’s side, and there had been calls by 
hardline Hindu groups linked to Modi’s alliance and 
residents in the area to clear it out. India has 
reported 471 cases of the coronavirus but health 
experts have warned that a big jump is imminent, 
which would likely overwhelm the underfunded and 
crumbling public health infrastructure.  — Reuters 

Indian police  
clear anti-govt...

ISTANBUL: In Turkey, sprinkling hands with 
cologne has long been a ritual for a visit to the barber, 
a meal at a restaurant or even a trip on the bus. It is 
seen as a symbol of hospitality, as well as an aid to 
hygiene, in a country that sets great store by both. 
Now Turkish cologne - found in almost every house-
hold, either in the fridge or a closet - is seeing 
unprecedented demand as a weapon in the fight 
against the novel coronavirus. 

Many Turks believe cologne, which has a high alcohol 
content, is effective in keeping hands and faces clean and 
thus warding off the risk of COVID-19. Long queues 
could be seen outside cologne shops in Istanbul’s busy 
spice market, in the historic Eminonu district, in early 
March before Turkey announced its first confirmed case. 
Now shops and pharmacies have put up signs reading 
“cologne sold out”. 

People are commonly seen sprinkling cologne 
into their hands in the middle of the street, while taxi 
drivers offer doses to their clients. An association in 
the northwestern city of Izmit is delivering free 
cologne as well as bread to the elderly, local media 
reported. Eyup Sabri Tuncer, a leading traditional 
cologne maker, said it has received tens of thou-
sands of orders in recent weeks. “In order for a 
healthy delivery to the customers... we have tem-
porarily suspended further online orders,” company 
official Atilla Ariman told AFP. 

Bottles of cologne have flown off the shelves since 
Health Minister Fahrettin Koca urged Turks to use the 
liquid as an alternative hand sanitiser against the 
virus. One user, Ilyas Gocdu, said he is using cologne 
three times more than before. “I believe it is more 
effective against germs as it contains alcohol,” he said. 
Demand is so great that a black market has developed 
for both cologne and other hand sanitisers, with 
Istanbul police raiding a manufacturing plant last 

week to confiscate products made “unhealthily”. 
Announcing his government’s economic stimulus 

package last week, President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
said face masks as well as cologne would be handed 
out free to people aged 65 and over. Turkey has so far 
recorded 37 coronavirus-related deaths and 1,529 
cases. 

Is the belief that cologne is effective against coron-
avirus grounded in science? Professor Bulent Ertugrul, 
board member of the Turkish Society of Clinical 
Microbiology and Infectious Diseases, said alcohol can 
destroy the outer membrane of the coronavirus. “As 
alcohol is a good solvent, it destroys this lipid enve-
lope,” he told AFP. Ertugrul said the best protection 
against the new coronavirus is washing one’s hands 
after contact with the environment. 

But he added: “If soap and water are not available, 
using a hand sanitizer that is at least 60 percent alco-
hol can help.” Cologne fits the bill, he said. “As we 
know, cologne contains at least 70 percent alcohol,” 
he said.  “That’s why it is a good hand sanitizer 
against COVID-19.” — AFP 

Turks fight  
coronavirus  
with cologne 

AL HAJJAH, Yemen: Hand-washing to 
combat the spread of coronavirus is the 
order of the day, but it’s an unaffordable 
luxury for mill ions in war-ravaged 
Yemen where clean water is dangerous-
ly scarce. Yemen’s broken healthcare 
system has yet to register any cases of 
the disease, but if the pandemic does hit, 
the impact will be unimaginable in a 
country where the long conflict has cre-
ated what the UN calls the world’s worst 
humanitarian crisis. 

Five years after a Saudi-led military 
coalition intervened in Yemen to sup-
port the government against the Iran-
backed Houthi rebels, some 80 percent 
of the population of 30 million is in 
need of aid. Doctors Without Borders 
(MSF) said it was concerned many 
Yemenis have no access even to clean 
water or soap. “We are extremely wor-
ried,” Caroline Seguin, MSF’s head of 
programmes in Yemen, Iraq and Jordan, 
told AFP. “We can recommend they 
wash their hands, but what if they don’t 
have anything to wash with?” 

Nearly 18 million people, including 9.2 
million children, do not have regular 
access to safe water, according to 
UNICEF, and only a third of the popula-
tion has access to piped supplies. Eleven-
year-old Mohammed’s family, who live in 
the rebel-controlled Hajja province north 
of the capital Sanaa, are among those for 
whom water does not come out of a tap. 
He and his sister leave their home on the 
back of a donkey every morning to fill up 
containers from a murky well about three 
kilometers from their home. 

“I get the donkey ready... and then 
head out at 7:30am, and I keep going 
back and forth until 10am,” Mohammed 
told AFP. The two children wait for their 
turn to fill up plastic canisters with a dirty 
hose. Their family has no choice but to 

drink the contaminated water and use it 
for cooking. Yemen suffered one of its 
worst ever outbreaks of cholera in 2017 
and Oxfam said Tuesday that the forth-
coming rainy season could see another 
deadly episode that would be com-
pounded by the new virus threat. 

“Flights into and out of the country 
have been stopped, restricting movement 
for some aid workers responding to the 
humanitarian crisis,” it said in a state-
ment. Only half the health centres in the 
country are functioning, and even those 
that are open face severe shortages of 
medicines, equipment and staff, it said. 
“After five years of death, disease and 
displacement and in the face of a rising 
threat from a global pandemic, Yemenis 
desperately need all warring parties to 
agree to an immediate countrywide 
ceasefire,” Oxfam’s country director 
Muhsin Siddiquey said in a statement. 

Tens of thousands of people - most of 
them civilians - have been killed since 
March 2015 when the Saudi-led coalition 
intervened in the war that has pushed 
the country to the brink of famine. The 
conflict, which shows no signs of abating, 
has crippled the country’s healthcare 
system and paved the way for the spread 
of diseases. Mohammed Aqil, a doctor at 
Al-Jaada medical centre in Hajja, said the 
clinic deals with around 300 patients a 
day. “Most of the cases are linked to dis-
eases transmitted by consuming water 
that is not safe for drinking,” he told AFP.  

MSF said that given the state of the 
healthcare system, it would be “a dis-
aster” if the new coronavirus reached 
Yemen, long the Arabian Peninsula’s 
poorest nation. “Frequently washing 
hands is the most effective way to 
protect against the coronavirus, but 
what will more than half the Yemeni 
people who don’t have access to safe 

water  do,”  the Internat ional 
Committee of the Red Cross in Yemen 
tweeted on Sunday. More than 16,000 
deaths have been recorded worldwide 

s ince the virus f i rst  emerged in 
December, according to an AFP tally, 
most of them in Europe. In Sanaa, the 
Iran-backed Houthi insurgents who 

control the capital and large parts of 
the north have suspended schools and 
flights as cases of the virus in nearby 
countries soar. — AFP 

Hand-washing: Luxury  
Yemenis cannot afford 

SANAA: A government worker fumigates a neighborhood in the Yemeni capital on Monday— AFP 

ISTANBUL: A man pours cologne into another person’s 
hands in Sultanahmet Square on March 21, 2020. — AFP 


