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KUWAIT: Minister of Health Sheikh Dr
Basel Al-Sabah has assured the novel
coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak in
Kuwait is manageable. The ministry is
monitoring on daily basis some cases of
those who had contacted infected peo-
ple, Sheikh Basel said in an extraordinary
cabinet meeting held Monday at Dar
Salwa under the chairmanship of His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. The minister,
however, warned that the crisis might
worsen in the coming two months as the
pandemic is still spreading across the
world. After these two months, the num-
ber of new infections is expected to slow
down before taking a downward curve,
he projected. Sheikh Basel said that
Kuwait is ready to secure any vaccine
for the deadly virus once it becomes
available. Kuwait has secured malaria
and HIV medicines, which are used to
help suppress symptoms of the infection,
he unveiled. 

Sufficient stockpiles 
Meanwhile, His Highness the Prime

Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah has assured that
Kuwait has huge and ample stockpiles of
food and medicine. “We have huge food

and medicine stocks, but we have to
manage it wisely,” he said during the ex-
traordinary cabinet meeting His High-
ness the Premier, however, urged
rationalization of consumption to avoid
squandering these stockpiles. He also
noted that the government is counting
the number of Kuwaitis abroad and co-
ordinating with the Ministry of Health to
prepare for their evacuation and the
medical producers which they will un-
dergo upon their arrival. “We can now
say that we are ready for their return
soon,” Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled stressed.
He, however, admitted that nobody
knows how long this crisis will last and
how hard will it be  Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled said that the government is tak-
ing necessary measures according to the
developments to protect people’s safety.

Kuwait now is in this phase of virus
containment and the Ministry of Health
has conducted tests for enormous num-
ber of people and is about to conclude
this phase to pave the way for evacua-
tion of Kuwaiti abroad, he clarified. His
Highness Prime Minister thanked His
Highness the Amir for his wise directives,
and unlimited backing to the government
during this delicate time. He also con-
veyed the cabinet’s gratitude to National

Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem and
all lawmakers for their support to government.
The premier spoke highly about the efforts
and sacrifices of the emergency teams in the
first and second lines of confrontation against
the deadly virus. He pointed out that the gov-
ernment has put in place the emergency plan
from the first day of the coronavirus outbreak,
but “we are facing a relentless and ruthless
enemy, so our measures should be also ruth-
less.” He lauded the cooperation of citizens
and residents to implement the preventive
measures. His Highness the Prime Minister
also was grateful to the private sector, civil
society and ordinary people’s backing to the
government.

Wise directives
Also during the meeting, His Highness the

Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah extolled his Highness the Amir

Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s
wise directives to the government on tackling
the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak.
His Highness the Crown Prince also praised
His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah
Al-Khaled and his government and all those
who are offering sacrifices to protect the dear
homeland. He also lauded the government and
the National Assembly constructive coopera-
tion during this critical time. 

In the meantime, National Assembly
Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem expressed
gratitude to His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah for his
directives, instruction and successful man-
agement of novel coronavirus outbreak crisis.
Ghanem also thanked His Highness the Crown
Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah for his efforts in this regard. The chief
lawmaker apprised Kuwaiti people unity and
their support for their political leadership and

government to implement all preventive and
precautionary measures, “which are some-
times harsh,” to contain the virus.

Ghanem voiced great appreciation of the
tremendous efforts exerted by His Highness
the Prime Minister and his inter-agency team
to counter the coronavirus challenge. He also
spoke highly about the lawmakers’ backing
to the government during the current crisis.
He unveiled that several meetings were held
recently between the government and law-
makers. During these meetings, the lawmak-
ers conveyed to the government several
proposals to consider and briefed it about
Kuwaiti people’s feedback about the recent
decisions, he said. Ghanem also thanked all
medical teams and their supporting teams
especially volunteers who stand in the front-
line against the respiratory disease as well as
donors and residents who support the gov-
ernment’s efforts. — KUNA

COVID-19 outbreak in Kuwait
under control: Health Minister 

Crown Prince eulogizes Amiri directives, state’s anti-COVID 19 efforts 

KUWAIT: Kuwait confirms two new
coronavirus cases during the past 24
hours, said the Health Ministry yester-
day. During a press conference, the
ministry’s spokesman Dr Abdullah Al-
Sanad said that the two cases are re-
lated to a Philipino and an Indian
residents who were in contact with pa-
tients that arrived from the UK, bring-
ing the number of infections in the
country to 191 cases. The Spokesman
revealed that out of the 191 cases, 39 of
them have recovered and 152 are still
receiving treatment. He indicated that
there are five cases still in the ICU.
Some 708 individuals had finished the
quarantine period, he affirmed. The
Ministry of Health urged the citizens
and residents to abide by all the deci-
sions and recommendations issued by
authorities.

Meanwhile, Minister of Health Dr
Basel Al-Sabah announced the recov-
ery of nine people who were infected
with coronavirus. Dr Basel Al-Sabah
said eight males and a female - all
Kuwaiti citizens - recovered from the
virus. This increased number of recov-
ered people to 39. Kuwait has been im-
plementing a series of measures aimed
at containing spread of virus, also
known as COVID-19. 

In the meantime, Dr Sanad under-
lined the importance for everyone to

stay at home and avoid contacts when
leaving the house for the sake of every-
one’s health. Dr Sanad said the new
virus, no matter how dangerous, “we
can reverse its course, but we need to
fully understand and have faith in our
ability to do so, and limit its spread, and
that is not impossible.” He added that
this was proven through work con-
ducted in the Chinese city of Wuhan,
which was the focus of where the virus
was first detected, but now things are
changing and other areas became the
focus of this virus.  — KUNA

Kuwait confirms two new virus
cases: Health Ministry

KUWAIT: Health Ministry spokesman
Dr Abdullah Al-Sanad speaks during a
press conference yesterday. — KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and
His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah attend
the extraordinary cabinet meeting. — Amiri Diwan photos His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah chairs the extraordinary cabinet meeting.


