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Australia freezes 
domestic competition 
MELBOURNE: Rugby Australia has shelved plans
for a domestic competition in lieu of Super Rugby
following a government crackdown on non-essen-
tial travel because of the coronavirus pandemic.

The remodelled competition had a planned
start date of April 3 but had been suspended
until at least May 1, Rugby Australia (RA) said
yesterday. “Rugby Australia and the Super
Rugby teams have made the decision today to
suspend the start of the revised competition on
the latest guidance from the various government
and health authorities and our Chief Medical
Officer,” RA chief executive Raelene Castle said
in a statement. “Our priority is the health and
welfare of our athletes and our wider Rugby
community as we continue to adapt to an
unprecedented and constantly-evolving situation
for our game and society.”

RA had planned to put on a domestic compe-
tition after Super Rugby, which involves teams
from New Zealand, South Africa, Argentina and
Japan, was suspended after the New Zealand
government imposed strict border controls.

The halt of the franchise-based competition
was a major blow for RA and partner unions in
the southern hemisphere, which rely on broad-
cast revenues to support their domestic games.

Two more Australian states said on Sunday
they would close their borders from Tuesday to
restrict the movement of people, following similar
actions in the Northern Territory and Tasmania
announced last week. —Reuters

LAUSANNE: The International Olympic Committee
said Sunday that postponing the 2020 Olympics is
one its options as the world grapples with the coro-
navirus pandemic, but that cancellation of the Tokyo
showpiece was “not on the agenda”. 

The IOC has faced strong pressure to push back
this summer’s Tokyo Games, scheduled from July 24
to August 9, from sporting federations and athletes
worried about the health risk as the COVID-19
global death tally rose past the 13,000 mark.

On Sunday, IOC President Thomas Bach, a for-
mer Olympic fencing gold medallist, told athletes a
decision on the Games would be made “within the
next four weeks”. “Human lives take precedence
over everything, including
the staging of the Games,”
Bach wrote in a letter.

He acknowledged that
this was a time of “tremen-
dous uncertainty” which,
he said “destroys hope.”
“We have, as indicated
before, been thinking in
different scenarios and are
adapting them almost day
by day,” he said. 

But, he added that
“there are significant improvements in Japan” and
he still had hopes the Games could be held on
schedule, even if that would present logistical diffi-
culties.  “A final decision about the date of the
Olympic Games Tokyo 2020 now would still be pre-
mature,” he said. 

Bach explained that the IOC was discussing its
options with health authorities and “stakeholders”.
“We are confident that we will have finalised these
discussions within the next four weeks.” He made clear
that there would a Games in Tokyo at some point.

THUMBS DOWN
“Cancellation would not solve any problem and

would help nobody,” Bach said. “Therefore it is not
on our agenda.” 

The idea of holding the games on schedule  has
drawn a swelling chorus of objectors. On Sunday,
nine-time Olympic track and field champion Carl
Lewis, as well as the head of French athletics added
their voices to the US and French swimming federa-
tions, the US and Spanish athletics federations, the
Norwegian Olympic Committee and past and cur-
rent athletes.

Sprinter and long jumper Lewis, who won gold at
four different Olympics, told Houston television sta-
tion KRIV, that he backs calls for postponement. “I
just think it’s really difficult for an athlete to pre-

pare, to train, to keep
their motivation if there’s
complete uncertainty.
That’s the hardest thing.

“I think a more com-
fortable situation would
be two years and put it in
the Olympic year with the
Winter Olympics and then
make it kind of a celebra-
tory Olympic year. “There
are some athletes who are
right on the edge of retir-

ing that may hurt, but in reality, you have to focus
on what (will best serve) the masses.”

US media reported on Sunday that American
athletes had voted during a virtual town hall with
US Olympic and Paralympic Committee (USOPC)
officials and given Tokyo the thumbs down.

The IOC has sent a questionnaire to National
Olympic Committees about the impact of the coro-
navirus crisis on Games preparation. Alfons
Hoermann, head of the German NOC, on Sunday
explained what he wanted to know in a message to
athletes.

“The aim is to clarify which of you might want to
take part in the Olympic Games on the dates

planned and who is in favour of another date.” In
the USA, almost three-quarters of the 300 athletes
who met on-line with USOPC supported delaying
the Games, USA Today reported.

In all, with another 23 percent saying it would
depend on the consequences, according to details
supplied by a member of the USOPC Athletes
Advisory Council.

‘REALLY SELFISH’ 
Almost a quarter wanted a decision no later

than April 15, while 18 percent wanted an imme-
diate decision. “I feel the IOC is being really,

really selfish in trying to push it,” US hammer
thrower Gwen Berry told USA Today. “And
there’s no need to push it.”

US swim and athletics trials to determine the
nation’s two largest Olympic delegations are set for
June. The head of the French athletics federation
said postponement was inevitable.  “Everyone
agrees that the Games cannot be held on the dates
planned,”  Andre Giraud said. 

“If the crisis is contained by the end of May, we
can envisage a postponement of the Games to the
autumn. But Plan C would be a six-month or one-
year postponement,” he said. —AFP

Around 70 percent of the athletes support postponement of Games

IOC admits postponing Olympics an 
option, but cancellation ‘not on agenda’

TOKYO: File photo taken on November 28, 2018 International Olympic Committee (IOC) President
Thomas Bach (L), Japan’s Prime Minister Shinzo Abe (R) and Association of National Olympic
Committees (ANOC) President Sheikh Ahmad Al-Fahad Al-Sabah attend the XXIII ANOC General
Assembly in Tokyo. A decision to postpone the 2020 Olympics “may become inevitable” if the new
coronavirus outbreak makes it impossible to hold the Games safely. —AFP

Carl Lewis wants 
Olympics postponed 
for up to two years
WASHINGTON: Nine-time Olympic track and field
champion Carl Lewis says he wants a delay of up to
two years for the Tokyo Olympics but rejects any
bid to cancel them outright.

The 58-year-old US athletics legend told
Houston television station KRIV that he backs the
calls for postponement by USA Track and Field and
USA Swimming due to disruptions caused by the
coronavirus pandemic.

“The best part about that is they’re creating
some solidarity in their message,” Lewis said.

“I just think it’s really difficult for an athlete to
prepare, to train, to keep their motivation if there’s
complete uncertainty. That’s the hardest thing.

“Because it’s a health issue, it’s beyond every-
one’s control. I think most athletes are accepting
that.” The Tokyo Olympics are set to start July 24
while US swim and athletics trials to determine the
nation’s two largest delegations for the event are set
for June. Many athletes have struggled to continue
training while being forced to stay home to avoid
spreading the deadly virus.

“The athletes cannot prepare for an Olympic
Games if they don’t have an Olympic Trials, if they
don’t have competition,” Lewis said.

“I think USATF, in this case, stepped up. I think
they’re creating a voice that puts the athletes first
and I think the athletes appreciate it.”

Lewis called upon the International Olympic
Committee to consider pushing back the Olympics
to 2022, after the scheduled 2022 Beijing Winter
Olympics.

“If we delay what should we do?” Lewis said. “I

think a more comfortable situation would be two
years and put it in the Olympic year with the Winter
Olympics and then make it kind of a celebratory
Olympic year. “There are some athletes who are
right on the edge of retiring that that may hurt, but
in reality, you have to focus on what (will best
serve) the masses.”

2022 TOKYO, 2024 PARIS? 
For Lewis, that would mean staging a Tokyo

Olympics only two years ahead of the 2024 Paris
Olympics.

“Two years isn’t a big deal, and then two years
later we have the summer (Olympics) again. I think
that that would kind of give them time to re-pre-
pare,” Lewis told the TV station.

“I just think there’s a way to put sports in its per-
spective, understand the athletes’ lives and their

dedication and give them a second chance they
deserve in a way that they can be respected and
also have a chance to be the best they can be.”

Lewis, an assistant coach for the University of
Houston track team, knows the pain of missing an
Olympics.  He missed out on the 1980 Moscow
Games after qualifying in the long jump and
4x100m relay when the United States boycotted
the event.

Lewis said any idea to cancel the Tokyo
Olympics outright was wrong.

“That would be devastating and what happens is,
then all of a sudden you take the athlete’s voice out
of the conversation,” Lewis said.

“Canceling to me would be a non-starter for the
athletes. It’s just not fair. If you delay and say this is
what we’re going to do, then it gives the athletes a
chance to make a positive out of a negative.” —AFP

Carl Lewis

IOC is being 
really selfish

Sports events around 
the world hit by 
coronavirus pandemic
NEW YORK: Major sports events around the world that have
been hit by the coronavirus pandemic:

OLYMPICS
The Tokyo 2020 Olympics torch lighting ceremony in

ancient Olympia was held without spectators.
• Tokyo 2020 organisers received the Olympic flame in a

scaled-down handover ceremony that was closed to spectators.
• The Hellenic Olympic Committee suspended the remainder

of the torch relay through Greece to avoid attracting crowds.
OLYMPIC TRIALS

• US trials for wrestling (April 4-5) were postponed.
• US Rowing postponed its team trials.
• US diving trials (April 3-5) were postponed. All USA

Diving events postponed for next 30 days.
COURT OF ARBITRATION FOR SPORT

• The Court of Arbitration for Sport said all cases were
being put on hold until May. No in-person hearings will be
held before May 1.

NORTH AMERICA
• The NBA suspended its season.
• The NHL suspended its season.
• The MLB further delayed its 2020 season’s opening day

of March 26 after CDC calls for gatherings of 50 or more peo-
ple to be cancelled or postponed for eight weeks.

• Boston Marathon organisers postpone the race from
April 20 to Sept. 14.

• The National Hockey League told players, including those
from outside North America, that they can return home and
should self-quarantine through March 27, lengthening the
period the NHL had said it was pausing its season.

SOCCER
• Euro 2020 was postponed. Europe’s flagship tournament

will now be staged from June 11 to July 11, 2021.
• This year’s Copa America, originally scheduled for June-

July in Colombia and Argentina, was postponed to June 11-
July 11, 2021.

• FIFA has agreed to delay the first edition of its revamped
Club World Cup due to be held in 2021.

• UEFA put all club and national team competitions for men
and women on hold until further notice.

• All elite games in England, including the Premier League,
Football League and Women’s Super League, were suspended
until April 30 but the current season can be extended indefi-
nitely.

• Germany’s Bundesliga and second division will pause at
least until April 2.

• UEFA postponed all Champions League and Europa
League matches due to take place between March 17-19.

• South America’s two biggest club competitions, the Copa
Libertadores and Copa Sudamericana, were suspended until
at least May 5.

• The CAF postponed two rounds of the 2021 Africa Cup
of Nations qualifiers (March 25-31).

• CONCACAF suspended all competitions, including the
Champions League and men’s Olympic qualifiers.

• The top two tiers of French football — Ligue 1 and Ligue
2 — were suspended.

• All matches in Spain’s top two divisions were postponed
for two weeks.

• US Major League Soccer suspended its season.
• All soccer in the Netherlands was suspended until the

end of March.
• FIFA and AFC agreed to postpone Asian World Cup

qualifying matches in March and June.
• FIFA postponed South American qualifying matches for

the 2022 World Cup between March 23-31.
• Spain’s Copa del Rey final between Athletic Bilbao and

Real Sociedad (April 18) was postponed.
• New seasons in the Chinese, Japanese and South Korean

leagues were postponed.
• A four-team event in Doha featuring Croatia, Portugal,

Belgium and Switzerland (March 26-30) was cancelled.
• Asian Champions League: Matches involving Chinese

clubs Guangzhou Evergrande, Shanghai Shenhua and
Shanghai SIPG were postponed. The start of the knockout
rounds was moved back to September.

• The Asian Football Confederation postponed all AFC Cup
2020 matches scheduled for March and April.

• The Brazilian football Confederation suspended all
national competitions until further notice.

• The state championships of Rio de Janeiro and Sao Paulo,
the two biggest in Brazil, were suspended on March 16, the
former for 15 days and the latter until further notice.

• All events organised by the Russian Football Union,
including Russian Premier League fixtures, between March
17-April 10 were cancelled.

• The CAF postponed the African Nations Championship, a
national team tournament for home-based players only
(Cameroon; April 4-25).

• The Turkish Super Lig, among the last to continue playing
matches, was suspended after players complained. Basketball
and volleyball leagues in the country were also suspended.

OTHER SPORTS
ATHLETICS

• The Diamond League postponed its first three meetings of the
2020 season due to be held in April and May in Qatar and China.

• The World Athletics Indoor Championships (Nanjing,
March 13-15) were postponed. They will be held in the same
city from March 19-21, 2021.

• The Paris and Barcelona marathons were postponed.
• The London marathon (April 26), was postponed to Oct. 4.
• The Penn Relays (April 23-25), were cancelled for the first

time in the event’s 125-year history. The Mt. SAC Relays and
Florida Relays, also scheduled for April, and the March Texas
Relays, were all cancelled.

• Kenya’s athletics authority ordered the closure of training
camps and clubs, hampering athletes’ preparations for the
Olympics.

AUSTRALIAN RULES
• The Australian Football League’s attempt to forge on

with the season despite the virus outbreak lasted one
round before it was shut down on March 22 in the wake of
a government crackdown on non-essential travel.

BADMINTON
• The Badminton World Federation cancelled the last

five tournaments in the qualification period for the
Olympics, making the All England Open played from
March 11-15 the final event to count towards qualification.

BASEBALL
• The final qualification tournament in Taiwan for the

Olympics was put back from April to June 17-21, while the
March 22-26 qualification event in Arizona was postponed.

• Japan’s professional league postponed the start
of the season.

BASKETBALL
• Euroleague Basketball  suspended all  2019-20

EuroLeague, EuroCup and Euroleague Next Generation
Tournament games.

BOXING
• The European, American and final world qualifying

boxing tournaments for the Tokyo Olympics were sus-
pended on March 16. The European qualifier in London
that was underway and due to run to March 24, ended
after the evening session on March 17.

• Anthony Joshua’s world heavyweight title defence
against Bulgarian Kubrat Pulev at Tottenham Hotspur’s
stadium on June 20 could be postponed if Spurs need the
stadium to complete this season’s Premier League fix-
tures.

CRICKET
• The last two games of Australia’s three-match one-

day international series against New Zealand in Sydney
and Hobart were cancelled. 

• Australia and New Zealand’s limited-overs tours were
postponed.

• The start of the Indian Premier League T20 tourna-
ment (March 29) was postponed until April 15. —Reuters


