
RareJob’s monthly fee of $60 for Japanese students 
and $100 for business-level English is cheaper by 
up to 40 times versus learning centers in Japan. 

Japanese teenagers form the bulk of Kristine 
Concepcion’s 26 daily students. “I’m happy to be of 
service in this situation and I admire them for still 
choosing to learn,” said Concepcion, a RareJob 
tutor of five years, who uses candy, Astroboy and 
stuffed toys to keep her child students engaged. 
But not everywhere can cope, including the south-
ern city of Davao, which has a backoffice industry 
comprising 50,000 mostly call centre agents, but 
no more than 300 home-based online tutors. 

“We could not meet the demand,” said Samuel 

Matunog, president of the industry group, ICT 
Davao. “Every day, we are asked if we still have a 
supply of teachers.” Regardless of whether school 
and work shutdowns will continue for much longer, 
online learning firms are hoping to leave a lasting 
impression on an underserved market. 

51Talk wants to engage 100,000 Filipino tutors by 
2025 or earlier and hopes its teachers will get good 
ratings and referrals after the surge in customers to 
ensure demand after coronavirus containment meas-
ures are over. “Of course we don’t want this outbreak 
to last a long time but this is the best moment. If teach-
ers do their best, even after things normalize, students 
will look for them,” said country head Que. — Reuters
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He praised the efforts of all those who put their 

lives on the line in the service of the country during 
these turbulent times, saying that their efforts will 
always be remembered.  

HH the Amir also commended the National 
Assembly speaker and MPs for their cooperation 
with the Cabinet during the coronavirus crisis, say-
ing that their collaboration will contribute to the 
fight against COVID-19. Sheikh Sabah also thanked 
all members of the society and the private sector for 
their positive contribution to battle the spread of 
the disease.  

Commenting on the situation globally, the Amir 
expressed remorse over the impact of the coron-
avirus on the world, saying that it was necessary 
on the national level to continue the stride to safe-
guard Kuwait during such a crisis. “Everybody 
realized that food rations and supplies are abun-
dant in the country,” said HH the Amir, who added 
that it was important to protect such resources 
from overconsumption and irresponsible use. He 
stressed that in the current situation, it is impor-
tant to “focus on controlling the pandemic and 
saving lives as a priority”.  

HH the Amir affirmed it was important to look 
forward beyond the current situation and address 
social, economic and educational consequences as a 
result of the virus spread in the future. Sheikh 

Sabah said that he was aware of the grave impact of 
the spread of the virus on the morale of Kuwaitis 
and residents alike; however, he affirmed that 
Kuwait will overcome the coronavirus through uni-
ty, solidarity and sacrifice. He urged for patience 
and confidence during these troubling times to 
overcome this grave situation.  

Kuwait yesterday confirmed one new coron-
avirus case during the past 24 hours. During a press 
conference, the Health Ministry Spokesperson Dr 
Abdullah Al-Sanad said the case is of a Kuwaiti 
woman who recently returned from the UAE, bring-
ing the number of infections in the country to 189. 
The spokesman revealed that out of the 189 cases, 
30 have recovered and 159 are still receiving treat-
ment. Five cases are still in the ICU. Some 702 indi-
viduals have completed the quarantine period, 
Sanad added. The ministry urged citizens and resi-
dents to abide by all the decisions and recommen-
dations issued by official authorities. 

The ministry of commerce and industry yester-
day announced that based on a Cabinet decision, it 
will pay the difference in cost between air- and sea-
shipped meat and foodstuff imported during the cri-
sis. A statement issued by MoCI explained that the 
ministry will pay the price difference to keep prices 
under control and ensure the availability of goods.  

The statement also explained that these meas-
ures are part of preparations made for the upcom-
ing holy month of Ramadan and in a bid to avoid 
losses meat and foodstuff importers might suffer 
due to the increase in freight costs under the cur-
rent circumstances. Expressing its keenness on pro-
viding all local market needs and strategic reserves, 
MoCI urged importers to visit its commercial con-
trol department. — Agencies

Amir heads Cabinet 
session, hails...
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The world’s top crude exporter faces plunging 

oil prices, the mainstay of government revenue, 
which have slipped to around $25 a barrel to touch 
multi-year lows on the back of sagging demand due 
to the virus and a price war with Russia. More than 
1,300 coronavirus infections have been detected in 
the Gulf region, with most cases initially identified 
among travellers returning from Iran which is one of 
the world’s worst affected countries. 

   Dubai’s famous malls will shut down for a fort-
night under the United Arab Emirates’ plan to curb 
coronavirus, which will also see its airports closed 
to passenger and transit flights. The decision to 
close commercial centers takes in shopping centers 
as well as fresh food markets, but pharmacies and 
food retail outlets will be allowed to stay open. 
Restaurants are limited to home deliveries.  

The health ministry and the disaster management 
authority said in a statement early yesterday that 
the move would come into force within 48 hours 
and last “for a renewable period of two weeks”. 
Dubai’s vast shopping centers include Mall of the 
Emirates, which has its own indoor ski slope, and 
Dubai Mall which is one of the world’s largest and 
features a giant aquarium.  

The move came as UAE authorities announced 
they would suspend all passenger and transit flights 
for two weeks, as the coronavirus outbreak prompts 
many countries to shut their borders. Cargo and 
emergency evacuation flights are exempt from the 
measure. “Additional examination and isolation 
arrangements will be taken later should flights 
resume in order to ensure the safety of passengers, 
air crews, and airport personnel and their protec-
tion from infection risks,” they said in a statement. 

The UAE is home to two major international air-
ports, in Abu Dhabi and Dubai, which are major 
transit hubs. Yesterday’s announcement came hours 
after Dubai carrier Emirates said it would suspend 
all passenger flights by March 25, only to swiftly 
reverse its decision. It later said it “received 
requests from governments and customers to sup-
port the repatriation of travellers” and would con-
tinue to operate passenger flights to 13 destinations. 

However, after the new UAE suspension the air-
line confirmed it would suspend all passenger serv-

ices for two weeks starting from March 25. “We are 
very sorry for any inconvenience caused to our 
customers and travellers. These measures are in 
place to contain the spread of COVID-19, and we 
hope to resume services as soon as feasible,” it said. 
The UAE announced on Friday its first two deaths 
from the COVID-19 disease, having reported more 
than 150 cases so far. 

Gulf countries have imposed various restrictions 
to combat the spread of the novel coronavirus pan-
demic, particularly in the air transport sector. The 
UAE has already stopped granting visas on arrival 
and forbidden foreigners who are legal residents 
but are outside the country from returning.  

Meanwhile, disgraced Hollywood mogul Harvey 
Weinstein has tested positive for the novel coron-
avirus, US media reported Sunday. Weinstein, 68, is 
in prison in northern New York state after being 
sentenced to 23 years in jail for rape and sexual 
assault. The fallen film producer’s diagnosis was 
reported Sunday evening by celebrity news website 
TMZ and local paper the Niagara Gazette. 
Weinstein’s spokespeople have declined to com-
ment to US media on the subject. 

The New York State Department of Corrections 
did not respond when contacted by AFP for confir-
mation of the reports. Sources told TMZ that 
Weinstein was one of two inmates to test positive at 
the high-security Wende Correctional Facility 
northwest of New York City and that he has had no 
contact with family or his lawyers since his diagno-
sis. Prior to his transfer, he stayed at Rikers Island 
prison and a Manhattan hospital, where he was 
treated for chest pains. 

Crowded US prisons have the potential to become 
hotbeds for coronavirus infections. Last week, 
guards at Rikers and New York’s Sing Sing prison 
tested positive for the virus, local media reported. As 
of Sunday, the virus has killed 417 people in the US 
out of more than 33,000 cases, according to a track-
er managed by Johns Hopkins University. 

Weinstein was convicted in February of a crim-
inal sexual act in the first degree and rape in the 
third degree, while being cleared of predatory 
sexual assault charges. He was convicted of raping 
ex-actress Jessica Mann in 2013 and of forcibly 
performing oral sex on former production assis-
tant Mimi Haleyi in 2006. Nearly 90 women, 
including Angelina Jolie and Salma Hayek, have 
leveled sexual misconduct allegations against 
Weinstein, the Oscar-winning producer of 
“Shakespeare in Love” and numerous other criti-
cal and box office hits. — Agencies 

Curfew in Saudi; 
UAE shuts malls...

MANILA: Filipino teacher Raven Kate De Leon is 
in demand, spending up to 10 hours a day at her 
home computer surrounded by mini cars and 
stuffed toys that she uses as props to inject fun into 
her English classes for students far away in China. 
Since the coronavirus took a hold in China at the 
start of this year and forced schools and offices to 
shut down, thousands of Filipino teachers are cash-
ing on overtime as grade schoolers and profession-
als in China, Japan and beyond turn lockdowns into 
opportunities to better their English. 

One of only a few countries in Asia that can com-
bine affordable e-learning with an ample supply of 
teachers and strong English proficiency, the Philippines 
is uniquely placed to absorb demand in Asia for 
Internet language classes. Online platforms like 51Talk 
of China Online Education Group and RareJob 
Philippines, and a host of smaller local Philippine out-
fits, have seen demand and usage soar since February, 
bucking the devastating effect on the world’s 
economies from coronavirus, which has infected more 
than 337,500 people and killed more than 14,500. 

“I usually have 20 classes every day, so I could 
meet the demand of the great number of students 
nowadays,” said De Leon, 22, who works for 
51Talk. “I take that opportunity to give them a fun 
and fruitful distraction because I know they’re 
stressed, worried.” De Leon is currently now work-
ing from 8 a.m. to 11 p.m., without a day off. 51Talk 
charges around 45 yuan ($6.36) per 25-minute ses-
sion, with teachers earning around 130 pesos 

($2.53) per hour. 
China shut down its schools in February to contain 

infections. More than two dozen countries followed 
suit, sending more than 290 million children and 
youths out of school, data from UNESCO, the United 
Nation’s cultural agency, showed. “More and more, 
the safe way to continue learning is to go online,” 
said Jennifer Que, country head of 51Talk , which has 
20,000 partner-teachers in the Philippines. Many 
online teachers in the Philippines typically work from 
home, which has insulated them from the home quar-
antine measures that have devastated businesses and 
restricted tens of millions in the Philippines, which 
has nearly 400 confirmed cases. 

Shares in the $419-million China Online 
Education has surged 154 percent year-to-date, 
compared to the NYSE composite index’s 34 per-
cent slump in the same period. Other e-learning 
firms like TAL Education Group, New Oriental 
Education & Technology Group Inc and GSX 
Techedu Inc have seen their shares rally up to 24 
percent, 17 percent and 112 percent, respectively, 
notably at the height of the school closures in mid-
February. 

RareJob, which has around 6,000 Filipino tutors 
and specializes in the Japan market, saw its users 
nearly double to 800,000 since February, CEO 
Gaku Nakamura told Reuters. Japan shut down its 
schools last month to halt the coronavirus spread. 
“In these kinds of situation, parents do not want 
their kids to go out,” Nakamura said, adding that 

Online tutors boosting incomes as  
demand surges due to lockdowns

DOHA: Foreign workers in Qatar living in an area 
sealed off to contain the spread of the novel coron-
avirus have complained of a lack of information, as a 
rights group warned conditions put residents at 
risk. Qatar has reported 481 confirmed COVID-19 
cases so far, making it the second worst-affected 
Gulf nation. Last week, after a number of cases 
were detected in the densely populated working 
class district southwest of the capital Doha known 
as the Industrial Area, authorities restricted resi-
dents from leaving for an initial two-week period.  

Rights group Amnesty International warned that 
“cramped conditions” put residents at risk, but the 
government has insisted healthcare had been rein-
forced in the district. Amnesty has called for “peo-
ple (to) have access to healthcare, including preven-
tive care and treatment for everyone affected, with-
out discrimination”. Several workers from South 
Asia living in the Industrial Area told AFP over the 
weekend they have access to healthcare and food 
supplies, but felt they were being left in the dark by 
authorities. 

“There are some shops open, everyone is healthy, 
no problem. (But) we are getting no information,” 
said one man working at a builders’ merchant in the 
Industrial Area, who gave his name as Mahmoud. 
Another man, who did not want to give his name 
and is employed at an industrial supplies showroom, 

said the “area is blocked, we cannot get out. Small 
shops are open,” adding that “nobody is sick here”. 
His colleague said they had “no idea” when the lock 
down would end. “The road is blocked, there is a 
certain boundary and beyond that boundary, 
nobody can go or come in.” 

The area is mostly frequented by migrant labor-
ers and includes light industrial premises, show-
rooms, as well as commercial and residential prop-
erties. The district has been ringed with police 
checkpoints and a decontamination unit deployed 
to disinfect vehicles used to deliver supplies. 
Officials have not said how many people were under 
lockdown in the area.  

Ninety percent of Qatar’s 2.75 residents are for-
eigners, many of them from poor developing coun-
tries working on projects linked to the 2022 World 
Cup. Rights groups have previously criticized labor 
practices in Qatar, which has responded with a raft 
of initiatives to enhance worker welfare and 
improve its image abroad. 

Assistant Foreign Minister Lolwah Al-Khater, the 
public face of Qatar’s COVID-19 response, paid 
“special tribute to those in Qatar who are under 
quarantine - including in the Industrial Area”. In a 
video posted on Twitter Saturday, she assured peo-
ple confined to the area that the government was 
working to “support local residents, and safeguard 
(their) health and well-being”. Extra medical servic-
es had been deployed to the area, she added. 

Qatar has yet to report any deaths from COVID-
19, but has imposed strict nationwide measures to 
contain its spread, including bans on non-citizen 
arrivals and large gatherings, including for prayer. 
Authorities also closed schools, restaurants and 
non-food stores. —  AFP 

Uncertainty in  
Qatar area sealed  
over virus fears

The sun sets behind the derelict West Pier in Brighton on the south coast of England on Sunday. Up to 1.5 million vulnerable people in Britain, identified as being most at risk from the coronavirus epidemic, should stay at home for 
at least 12 weeks, the government said Sunday.  —  AFP 


