
Tuesday, March 24, 2020L i f e s t y l e

Established 1961 15
Fe a t u r e s

A woman wearing a facemask amid concerns over the spread of the COVID-19 novel coron-
avirus, takes a photograph with her smartphone of cherry blossom at a park in Beijing.—AFP

Iraqi children play on a mini table football in their home in the capital Baghdad on March 22,
2020, as Iraq extends country-wide lockdown until March 28.—AFP

Washingtonians and tourists walk around the tidal basin to see this year’s Cherry Blossom’s despite the outbreak of Coronavirus, COVID-19. — AFP photos

As Washingtonians muddled through coron-
avirus-induced isolation Saturday, the city’s
famed cherry blossoms reached maximum

bloom, offering an enticing temptation to test the limits
of self-distancing. The delicate flowers opened just as
many of the last vestiges of entertainment closed in the
city, which is physically situated around a core of pub-
lic attractions. Among them are the US Capitol and
Smithsonian museums, now closed to visitors, as well
as looming homages to former presidents such as the
Washington Monument obelisk, also shuttered.

On Friday the cherry trees, which line the capital’s
Tidal Basin, officially reached “peak bloom” — a time
of year that normally attracts some 1.5 million visitors,
many from out of state or overseas.  With tourism
plummeting, global movement of populations sharply
curtailed and stay-at-home orders beginning to go
into effect in a handful of US states, many of the
tourists were gone. 

In their place the pandemic had churned out a new
type of visitor: local coronavirus shut-ins buoyed by
the prospect of fresh air. So much so that by Saturday,
the National Park Service urged “anyone considering a
visit to see the cherry blossoms to reconsider” as it

announced traffic controls and closed parking in an
attempt to prevent crowding. Even with crowds sub-
stantially reduced compared with other years, the rec-
ommended six-foot (two-meter) berth was rendered
nearly impossible to maintain. Mary McGreevy from
the nearby town of Alexandria, Virginia was walking
around the Tidal Basin on Thursday with her two
daughters in what she called “a rare outing.” 

The 43-year-old educator told AFP she was not
“terribly worried,” but noted that “as people pass by
you, you know you’re not six feet apart.” As the pink
and white flowers burst from nimble branches on the
trees that encircle the large pond-like waterway, the
city announced its 98th confirmed case of coronavirus
on Saturday.

Trees ‘there next year’ 
“I think people feel that because there’s no walls,

that personal risk assessment might have changed,”
said Julie Fischer, a professor of microbiology at
Georgetown University. “If you go outside to some-
place that’s really crowded,” she noted, “then you put
yourself at risk of being in close proximity to someone
who’s potentially infected.” Earlier in the week the

city’s public transportation authority warned potential
visitors that “the trees will be there next year,” before
closing two metro stops closest to the Tidal Basin “to
prevent cherry blossom travel.” 

Official National Cherry Blossom Festival organiz-
ers canceled an annual kite festival and parade and
instead installed a “BloomCam” so that the trees could
be viewed live from home.  But for some the tempta-
tion of seeing the real thing was too strong.  “It’s out in
the fresh air, and I figured there wouldn’t be that many

people and there are not; this is like 10 percent of
what’s normally here,” said Mary Ann Canter. 

But the 65-year-old retiree, who had a lung trans-
plant one and a half years ago, was forced to return to
her car to get a face mask when she and her husband
found that “nobody stays away from each other.”  She
paused to speak to AFP outside the entrance to a pad-
dle-boat dock where more than 5,000 rides were tak-
en last March, and more than 16,500 last April.  On
Thursday morning, two lonely bright-blue paddle
boats plied the water, but by Saturday, ahead of the
elevated turnout, the facility had closed down “until
further notice.”  The drastic reduction in tourists meant
a steady stream of Washington’s notorious runners
could make their way through.  “The risk that someone
would cough or sneeze on you as you’re running by is
not high but it’s not zero,” said Fischer, noting that safe
outdoor activity is important to avoid isolation’s “men-
tal toll.” The scientist, who had been asked to work
remotely more than a week ago, spoke to AFP from
her home, adding that it felt like “a protracted period
already.”—AFP

Just because there’s a pandemic going on, doesn’t
mean the party has to stop. And one DJ has kept it
going — for 10 hours at a time. The coronavirus

has upended daily lives, with thousands of deaths
around the world. Many people are staying at home in
an effort to stem the rapid-fire spread. Celebrity DJ D-
Nice has begun hosting virtual dance parties on his
Instagram Live channel in an effort to lift spirits as peo-
ple self-isolate over coronavirus concerns.

Many of his A-list friends — including Rihanna,
Common and John Legend — have made guest appear-
ances thanks to Instagram Live’s split feature, which lets
two people appear in a split-screen. On Wednesday, D-
Nice posted on Instagram that he would be hosting
“Home School,” a “social distancing dance party.” He set
up his turntables in his kitchen and invited his 950,000
followers to tune in and dance along. What followed was
a nine-hour long party that featured guest appearances
from celebrities such as LL Cool J, Mary J Blige, Naomi
Campbell and Lena Waithe. “I can’t believe that I start-
ed the Home School social distancing dance party just
four days ago and it’s become a place for us to virtually
dance together and stay connected,” D-Nice wrote in
an Instagram post Thursday. “From my kitchen, I’m able
to send positive vibrations to each of you.”

D-Nice, who first entered the music scene in the
1980s as a member of the Bronx hip-hop group BDP,
has begun hosting nightly dance parties in his kitchen,
officially dubbed “Club Quarantine.” More than
100,000 people tuned in for his Saturday celebration,
which lasted for 10 hours and had appearances from
former first lady Michelle Obama, presidential hopefuls
Joe Biden and Bernie Sanders, and musician Diddy —
who also sent the DJ a bottle of Ciroc vodka, in which
Diddy owns a stake, during the set.—AFP

Preventing Japanese from gathering
to enjoy cherry blossom season
because of the coronavirus would

be like “taking hugs away from Italians,”
the governor of Tokyo said on Thursday.
Yuriko Koike however urged people to
refrain from traditional “hanami” parties
where friends and family gather under
cherry blossom trees for copious quanti-
ties of food and drink. After a meeting
with Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe,
Koike said: “We discussed what to do
with hanami. It is open-air. The metropol-
itan government wants people to admire
the flowers.” “I think taking hanami away
from the Japanese is like taking away
hugs from Italians,” she said.

“But we would like to ask people to
refrain from, for example, spreading blue
tarps and enjoying fun parties at Ueno
Park like every year,” she added, referring
to a large central Tokyo park popular
with revelers. Meteorologists expect

cherry blossoms to begin blooming
around March 17 in Tokyo. Koike has
previously said that indoor events hosted
by her organization or involving food
would be postponed or cancelled
between February 22 and March 15. The
Tokyo marathon earlier this month was
restricted to elite athletes only but Koike
and other top officials have insisted that
preparations for the Olympic Games —
scheduled to open on July 24 — are
going ahead as planned.

Italy is the worst-hit country in
Europe and the country has been placed
on effective lockdown to prevent the
spread of the virus that has killed more
than 800 people in just over two weeks.
Italians have been told to keep at least a
meter (three feet) from each other and
handshakes — and hugs — are frowned
upon.—AFP

Streaming television giant Netflix
on Friday launched a $100 mil-
lion fund to help actors and pro-

duction crews endure the hit to pay-
checks caused by the coronavirus pan-
demic. The fund is meant to help offset
hardship in the “creative community,”
with most of the money going to finan-
cially troubled workers on Netflix pro-
ductions around the world, according
to Netflix chief content officer Ted
Sarandos. “This community has sup-
ported Netflix through the good times,
and we want to help them through
these hard times, especially while gov-
ernments are still figuring out what
economic support they will provide,”
Sarandos said in an online post.

Netflix is in the process of figuring
out details of how money from the
fund will be distributed. The Silicon
Valley-based company had already
committed to keeping casts and crews
of suspended productions on the pay-
roll for an additional two weeks.

“Almost all television and film produc-
tion has now ceased globally — leav-
ing hundreds of thousands of crew and
cast without jobs,” said Sarandos.
“These include electricians, carpenters,
drivers, hair and makeup artists and
more, many of whom are paid hourly
wages and work on a project-to-pro-
ject basis.” About $15 million of the
fund will go to organizations and non-
profit groups providing emergency
relief to out-of-work film crews and
actors in countries where it has a large
production base. “What’s happening is
unprecedented,” Sarandos said. 

“We are only as strong as the peo-
ple we work with and Netflix is fortu-
nate to be able to help those hardest
hit in our industry through this chal-
lenging time.” The move comes amid
“shelter in place” orders in California
and many other areas, and the closing
of many business operations that could
result in a surge in joblessness.—AFP

DJ D-Nice


