
Tuesday, March 24, 2020

4
L o c a l

Established 1961 

As an employer, we have so many responsi-
bilities right now. We are thinking of how
to pay the rent, how to move our business

forward, how to secure our employees’ rights,
how we can support the community and so on.

Most importantly we are thinking of how we
can move forward and be sustainable in the long
term. It is difficult to plan ahead for the long
term when we cannot predict the near future.
There is currently a shift in the economy, with so
many businesses losing traction while others
surprisingly are booming. I have received so
many questions from business owners, and will
be answering them this week.

Termination
Question: Can I terminate employees right

now as my business is not doing well and I am
not sure I can keep paying my staff?

Attorney Fajer: Please note that your employ-
ees also have obligations and responsibilities
and families to feed, so reconsider this, unless
you are in absolute distress, then if you are to
terminate, terminate according to Kuwait Labor
Law providing a three-month notice. It is impor-
tant at this time, more than any other time, to
follow Kuwait Labor law.

Here are a few tips to keep in mind if your
employees are not coming into work:

1. Have them work from home utilizing many
online services such as Zoom, Slack, Skype, etc.

2. Try to use the time of your employees to
conduct research your business has always
needed.

3. Think creatively of how else you can serve
your clients, providing them with tips or creative
ideas to do at home, while still delivering goods
for orders received online.

4. Provide packages for online delivery, for
example, if you operate a bookstore, you can do
a box for the family, or if you operate an art sup-
ply store, provide a box with art supplies and
instructions on activities.

5. Sell gift cards with flexible expiration dates,
so that people can gift them in quarantine and
you have a cash flow coming in.

Paying rent
Question: Do I have to pay my rent? I cannot

pay the rent for this month as I was forced to
shut down.

Attorney Fajer: Please discuss this with your
landlord; so many landlords are being lenient
and providing discounts or a grace period. If
you cannot pay the rent, please let your landlord
know in writing using a legal notice.

If you have further legal questions please for-
ward them to info@ftl-legal.com
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KUWAIT: Several workers from various companies
in Kuwait are experiencing tough times and are
wondering whether they will get their salaries for
this month and the next. One company forced its
employees to resign, others offered vacations with-
out pay, while some completely stopped work with-
out pay for workers. There are also workers who
are staying at home but receiving salaries. 

“My company said they will pay us and told us
to stay at home until the crisis is over. Thank God
my company understands,” said Amador, a salesman
at a Salmiya mall. “What is missing in our salary is
the commission plus overtime. For me, I need those
too, because I am paying for my condominium back
in my country. Now, I will only get the regular
salary, which is barely enough to pay my house rent
and a little to send to my family home,” he said.  

A bilingual school teacher also received her
salary early this month; however, she is afraid for

her April salary. “The ministry has assured they will
give us the salary, but at the end of the day, it’s the
decision of the management that will prevail. After
the submission of grades, we were told to take our

vacation, since the government decided to com-
pletely suspend classes until August. We will go
back to our countries once flights resume,” she said. 

There are some workers in Kuwait whose jobs

are considered as part-time. Although illegal, they
used to thrive, but are now the most affected by the
crisis. “My problem is that I bought my visa from a
Kuwaiti man,” said Lovely, who works as tea-girl at
a school canteen, at a Filipino restaurant in Salmiya
and as a cleaner at a clinic in Maidan Hawally. “I do
three different jobs as a part-timer; all these jobs
are now no longer operational because of the coro-
navirus. Now it means I will not get any money this
month and the next because they are all closed. I am
afraid because I have a child here, and I don’t know
where to get money from - the money I get from
three jobs is barely enough for us,” she rued. 

Another worker, Meliza, has also been informed
by her company that her March salary will be cut in
half. “I work in a flower shop, but they have told me
since there are no regular orders from our hotel
customers, they cannot provide me with the whole
salary,” she said. “I understand the situation but I
also have expenses, and I don’t wish crises like
these to happen,” she said. 

Tough times for workers: Salary cuts,
unpaid vacations as work slows down

Once thriving part-time jobs most affected by the crisis
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Foreign teachers
anxious over
exit permit news
By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: Minister of Education and Minister of
Higher Education Saud Al-Harbi announced on
Sunday orders to issue exit permits for expat teachers
teaching in the public school system to leave the
country. There are approximately 70,000 public
school teachers in Kuwait, the majority of which are
Arab nationals from Egypt, Syria and Palestine. The
decision was a relief to some and disturbing to others. 

Enas Al-Demardash, a 39-year-old geography
teacher, told Kuwait Times that she has waited for
this decision since they suspended schools. “Staying
around your family is better than waiting here alone.
It is great news and I cannot wait to travel back
home,” she said.

As for Amna Raed, 35, Arabic teacher, this deci-
sion was not the best one for her. “Suspending
schools till August and giving us a vacation now

means that we have wasted our summertime,” she
added. “The tickets will be extra expensive like the
ones that evacuated Egyptians last week; it cost KD
121 per person for a one-way ticket and I cannot
afford to pay that kind of money for me and my chil-
dren. Plus, imagine wasting your vacation in a curfew
in Egypt instead of Kuwait. It is the same situation.”

Adel El-Hakim, 41, math teacher, told Kuwait
Times that the decision of getting home during this
period is risky for his family. “My whole family are
in Egypt, after the lockdown, I lost the hope of
returning. At first, I was happy with the decision but
when I think about it, do I really want to go to my
children risking the chance of getting coronavirus in
the airport or during any time of traveling? I stayed
here to protect them and secure their lives,” he
explained.

Becoming infected with the coronavirus isn’t
Hakim’s only concern, he is also worried about any
new decisions that might prevent him from coming
back. “Kuwait recently has issued a lot of decisions,
day after day. What if they suspect that we got the
virus from Egypt and ended all teachers’ contracts?
I’m risking not only my health but also my income.”

EgyptAir has announced operating 14 flights
starting March 24 to transport Egyptian teachers
back home. Other airlines are expected to follow suit. 

Three dead,
seven injured
in bus crash
By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Three people died and seven were criti-
cally wounded after a bus flipped over on King Fahd
Road yesterday. Mubarak Al-Kabeer firemen
rushed to the scene in response to an emergency
call and dealt with the accident. The injured were
rushed to hospital while the bodies were taken to
the coroner. An investigation was opened to deter-
mine the cause of the accident.

Municipality
closed 55 shops
in two governorates
By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: Kuwait Municipality deputy director for
Capital and Jahra affairs Faisal Sadeq Al-Juma
reviewed the efforts exerted by both governorates’
field inspection teams of various facilities as part of
precautionary measures taken to prevent the
spread of COVID-19, noting that the teams had
issued 1,445 warning notices, closed 55 shops and
cafes, filed 144 citations, closed five amusement
centers and cleaned and decontaminated 25,712
garbage containers. 

In a detailed review, Juma explained that the
Capital inspection teams had cleaned and decon-
taminated 21,500 garbage containers and three
garbage collection trucks, issued 1,285 warning
notices, closed 29 shops and cafes, filed 85 citations
and closed three amusement centers. Juma added
Jahra inspectors had cleaned and decontaminated
4,212 garbage containers and trucks, issued 160
warning notices, closed 26 shops and cafes, filed 59
citations and closed two amusement centers and 14
wedding halls. 

Businesses
that can open
outside curfew 
KUWAIT: Kuwait Municipality Director Ahmad Al-
Manfouhi issued a decision on the activities to be
allowed to operate between 5:00 am and 4:00 pm,
outside of the curfew period taken as precautionary
measures to prevent the spread of COVID-19. 

The first article stipulates that all stores, shop-
ping malls and supermarkets would be closed for
customers and only use online shopping, with the
exemption of the following: 

1- Various types of foodstuff and supplies stores
and markets.

2- Laundromats.
3- Various type of repair shops.
4- Automobile repair, maintenance and spare parts.
5- Money exchangers.
6- Pharmacies.
7- Various types of restaurants.
8- Optical shops.
9- Administrative offices.
10- Cooking gas branches.  
11- Co-ops’ family needs branches.
12- Feed shops.
The second article of the decision determined

the industrial and craft activities, which are licensed
by the Public Authority for Industry (PAI), allowed
to open as follows: 

1- Food.
2- Petrochemicals.
3- Gases.
4- Plastic.
5- Cardboard and paper. 
Other activities will be allowed after obtaining

PAI approval. The decision set the working hours
for the activities in articles 1 and 2 from 5:00 am to
4:00 pm. The curfew starts from 5:00 pm to 4:00
am every day until further notice.

Rapid tests for
coronavirus
arrive in Kuwait
KUWAIT: Tests, used in rapid ‘point-of-care’ coro-
navirus (COVID-19) detection, arrived in Kuwait,
making it the first country in the region to obtain
such method, the Ministry of Health said Sunday.
Assistant secretary at the Ministry of Health Dr
Abdullah Al-Bader said that the tests, approved by
the US Food and Drug Administration (FDA), had
arrived in Kuwait in coordination with local and
international drug companies. The tests, using
molecular methods, will speed up the process of
detecting coronavirus within 45 minutes, he
affirmed.  —KUNA


