
L o c a l Tuesday, March 24, 2020

3

Kuwait parliament holds extraordinary
session to discuss diseases-related bills

Lawmakers undergo swab tests at National Assembly
KUWAIT: The National Assembly
holds an extraordinary session today
to discuss a set of emergency draft
laws aimed at curbing spread of coro-
navirus in specific and toughen penal-
ties against anyone violating
communicable disease laws. Parlia-
mentarians will discuss a bill and two
proposals to amend a law regarding
preventive measures over communi-
cable diseases. The government, in its
meeting last Monday, approved a bill
to amend article 17 of Law No 8
(1969) with the aim of toughening
penalties to up to three months in
prison or up to a KD 5,000 fine,
against anyone who violated medical
and preventive requirements of com-
municable diseases. They also ap-
proved amendments of article 15 of
the same law to increase fines and
prison sentence against anyone vio-
lating pandemic-related measures.
The government also introduced a
new penalty against any person who
knows he is infected with a communi-
cable disease and deliberately trans-
mits the disease to others. This person
will be sent to prison for up to five
years or fined between KD 10,000-
50,000.

National Assembly Speaker Mar-
zouq Al-Ghanem said the session
would exclusively discuss draft
emergency legislations to scale up
the combat against the novel coron-
avirus. “The majority of the other

agenda topics of the session will be
deferred to dates to be agreed by the
MPs and the Assembly’s Secretariat,”
he told reporters at the Assembly.” In
preparation for today’s session, the
Assembly has enforced all safety
precautions outlined by the Ministry
of Health; these include bringing
down the attendance of the Secre-
tariat staff to the minimum and cut-
ting short the time of the session,”
Ghanem disclosed.

Medics of the Kuwaiti Ministry
of Health conducted on Sunday
swap tests for members of the Na-
tional Assembly and staff of the
parliament secretariat general at
the parliament headquarters. The
medical team tested the legislators
ahead of the session. Minister of
Health Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah
was present at the parliament hall
when the medical team took saliva
samples for the tests. — KUNA

The National Assembly.
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KUWAIT: Ministry of Health (MOH) Undersec-
retary Dr Mustafa Redha adjusted hospital vis-
iting hours to cope with the current
circumstances and the precautionary measures
followed to limit the spread of COVID-19. Ac-
cording to the decision Redha issued, hospital
visiting hours will be from 1 to 3 pm according
to the same related regulations in order to en-
sure patients’ safety and cope with the current
health situation. 

Curfew passes
Kuwait National Petroleum Company’s

(KNPC) fire and safety manager Abdullah Mo-
hammed Al-Ajmi said that in view of the Cabi-
net’s decision to impose a partial daily curfew
from 5 pm till 4 am until further notice, company
employees and contractors will be allowed to
move around during curfew hours using special
curfew passes. Ajmi also issued a directive urg-
ing all employees to fully abide by Ministry of
Interior (MoI) regulations in this regard to avoid
penal measures set by MoI for violators. 

Home delivery
Chairman of Kuwait Union for Consumer

Cooperative Societies (KUCCS) Meshaal Al-
Sayyar announced that all co-ops had been in-
structed to follow special work timings during
the current partial curfew hours, noting that
subsidized ration branches will be open from 8
am till 4 pm Saturday to Thursday (Fridays off),

and that all supermarkets and their branches will
be open only till 4 pm and closed during curfew
hours. 

Sayyar added home delivery services have
been activated around the clock using volun-
teers from the area’s residents and that co-op
managers will be responsible for organizing
work and submitting official letters to MoI in-
cluding the names of executives and other
workers who will be working during curfew
hours so that special curfew passes could be
made for them. 

Sayyar said delivery services will only use
K-Net payments and advised consumers to ra-
tionalize their purchases of basic goods. He also
noted that security officers will continue work-
ing 24/7 and that restaurants will continue
working behind closed doors during curfew
hours to provide delivery services without al-
lowing customers in. 

Sayyar said according to the decision, co-
ops will be able to keep staff members inside
closed supermarkets during curfew hours so
that they can restock shelves and receive
goods, provided their names are provided to
MoI to issue curfew passes for them. “This de-
cision is the result of several meetings held with
relevant bodies in relation to the current cir-
cumstances and the curfew. It is also a contin-
uation of our previous directive issued on
March 21 on regulations various co-ops should
strictly follow until further notice,” Sayyar con-
cluded, noting that special teams will tour co-
ops to make sure it is fully implemented. 

KUWAIT: Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-
Sabah meets with the Head the National Union of Kuwaiti Students Falah
Al-Ajmi.— KUNA

Kuwaiti Foreign Minister
receives NUKS chief
KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Foreign Minister
Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad
Al-Sabah received on Sunday the Head
the National Union of Kuwaiti Students
(NUKS) Falah Al-Ajmi. During the meet-
ing, Sheikh Ahmad affirmed the impor-
tance that the ministry attaches to the
contribution of students’ unions abroad
in spreading awareness to Kuwaiti stu-
dents regarding the repercussions of the
outbreak of coronavirus (COVID-19), the
ministry said in a press statement. The
foreign minister praised the efforts made
by the union and its contribution in sup-
porting Kuwaiti unions abroad, urging the
importance of their cooperation with
Kuwaiti diplomatic missions in spreading
awareness towards adherence to the in-
structions issued by the state regarding
this health crisis. The meeting was at-
tended by Assistant Minister of Foreign
Affairs for Consular Affairs Minister
Plenipotentiary Sami Al-Hamad, Deputy
Assistant Minister of Foreign Affairs for
Minister of Foreign Affairs Office Adviser
Ahmad Al-Shuraim and a number of sen-
ior officials in the ministry.

Sheikh Ahmad on Sunday telephoned
his Lebanese counterpart Nassif Hitti, in
line with instructions by His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah, to express to the Lebanese

leadership and people His Highness’ sol-
idarity with Lebanon in the current hard
circumstances due to spread of coron-
avirus. The foreign minister relayed His
Highness the Amir safety wishes for the
brotherly people of Lebanon. Meanwhile,
minister Hitti expressed gratitude for this
gesture from the State of Kuwait, namely
His Highness the Amir and the people,
wishing safety for everyone.

In other news, Kuwait’s embassy in
Warsaw said that it is following up daily
on the condition of Kuwaiti citizens in
Poland, including cadet officers. Kuwait’s
Ambassador to Poland Khaled Al-Fadhli
said that the embassy has formed a spe-
cial team to follow up on condition of the
106 Kuwaiti nationals currently located in
the European country. The mission has
booked rooms for the citizens at one of the
most luxurious hotels in in the capital War-
saw and the northern city of Gdansk, pend-
ing their return home, he clarified. All
necessities have been secured for the
Kuwaiti citizens in line with instructions by
political leadership namely His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah. All cadet officers who reside at the
Polish naval academy in the city of Gdyia
are well, he said urging all Kuwaitis in
Poland to contact the mission at the phone
number: 0048795542647. —KUNA

KUWAIT: As a result of the new partial
curfew to curb the spread of coronavirus,
Ministry of Health Spokesperson Dr Ab-
dullah Al-Sanad underlined the impor-
tance for everyone to stay at home and
avoid contacts when leaving the house for
the sake of everyone’s health. At the daily
conference, Sanad said the new virus, no
matter how dangerous, “we can reverse its
course, but we need to fully understand
and have faith in our ability to do so, and
limit its spread, and that is not impossi-
ble.” He added that this was proven
through work conducted in the Chinese
city of Wuhan, which was the focus of
where the virus was first detected, but
now things are changing and other areas
became the focus of this virus.

Meanwhile, in Kuwait, he stated that

only one confirmed case of coronavirus
infection was confirmed in the past 24
hours, and it belongs to a Kuwaiti female
citizen who traveled to UAE recently,
bringing the number of infections in the
country to 189 cases. Sanad added that
the number of cases receiving medical
care has become 159, while the number
of cases that has recovered completely
remained at 30 cases. The spokesperson
noted the number of cases receiving in-
tensive medical care has remained at five
cases, three of them in critical conditions
and two are stable. Regarding quarantine
people, Sanad pointed out that the total
number of those who ended the quaran-
tine period has reached 702 people,
adding that the number of test samples
has reached 17,010 cases. — KUNA

MoH underlines importance
of staying at home

Hospital visiting hours from 1 to 3 pm


