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Defense Minister discusses with
officials anti-coronavirus action

Interior Ministry prioritizes elderly, disabled in granting waivers to curfew rules

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Defense Sheikh Ahmad Mansour Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah
discussed on Sunday with top officials the package
of measures that have been enforced in the country
against the novel pandemic, coronavirus. Minister
Sheikh Ahmad Mansour met with Interior Ministry
Undersecretary Lt Gen Essam Al-Nahham, Under-
secretary of the National Guard Lieutenant General
Hashim Al-Rifai and Director General of Kuwait’s Fire
Service Directorate (KFSD) Lieutenant General
Khaled Al-Mekrad, discussing precautions that have
been taken in implementation of the cabinet decisions
to face spread of coronavirus. The army said in a
statement that the officials discussed during the
meeting coordination and joint action by the min-
istries of defense and interior, the guards and the fire
department, as part of the fight against the pandemic.
Sheikh Ahmad was briefed during the meeting about
measures taken by the various security sectors to
back up all state departments in the emergency situ-
ation. The discussions also dealt with preparing new
quarantines.

Enforce the law
Meanwhile, Deputy Prime Minister and Interior

Minister Anas Al-Saleh said Sunday that security
forces and Kuwait National Guard personnel would
enforce the law during the partial curfew, which
aimed at curbing the spread of the coronavirus. Saleh
made the remarks during a field tour at major cross-
roads and highways to see first-hand compliance
with the daily curfew, which was imposed by the

government to start from 5:00 pm until 4:00 am, the
Ministry of interior said in a statement. Saleh, also
Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs, urged security
forces to deal decisively with anyone violating the
curfew. Saleh commended the security forces in en-
forcing the curfew, which ultimately aimed at pre-
serving wellbeing of public. Saleh warned earlier that

anyone caught breaching the curfew will be jailed for
up to three years and fined KD 10,000 pursuant to
Civil Defense Law.

Elderly people
In the meantime, Saleh said that the security in-

stitution takes into consideration conditions of eld-
erly people and persons with disabilities while
issuing permits to exempt them from restrictions re-
lating to curfew. Saleh reminded all personnel of the
security institution of the need to make life easier
for those people, according to a press release from
the Interior Ministry’s Public Relations and Security
Media Department. He made the comments after
making an inspection tour at the security waivers
center in Al-Adan. Accompanied by Lt Gen Nah-
ham, they were briefed on the regulations set for is-
suing security permits regarding the persons
entitled for these waivers and operating system of
the center as well as the controls on movement of
individuals during the partial 11-hour curfew. The
minister commended the preparedness of security
personnel to deal with the current emergency, ap-
preciating the cooperation shown by everybody, the
statement added.— KUNA

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense Sheikh Ahmad Mansour Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah meets with top officials to discuss  precautions against the spread
of coronavirus. — KUNA photos

Deputy Prime Minister and Interior Minister Anas Al-Saleh is seen during an
inspection tour at the security waivers center in Al-Adan.

Deputy Prime Minister and Interior Minister Anas Al-Saleh is seen during a
field tour at major cross-roads and highways.

The sky was a brilliant glowing orange
and rosy pink at 5 pm yesterday, just
as the sun began sinking toward the

horizon. We sat on our small balcony, await-
ing the siren that would mark the start of
Kuwait’s nationwide curfew, a first experi-
ence for me and my family. But at 5 pm we
heard only the garble of someone speaking
in Arabic through a loudspeaker, incompre-
hensible and far away. 

I was disappointed, wanting and almost
needing the loud, piercing drama of the
civil defense sirens as a way to mark this
new era - life under curfew in Kuwait. The
curfew is only partial - from 5 pm to 4 am -
and much of normal life continues during
the day, unabated. 

The curfew is both scary and reassuring,
a sign of the seriousness of the pandemic and
at the same time, of the government’s deter-
mination to arrest its spread, to protect all of
us and keep the country safe and healthy. 

I am both comforted and terrified. Co-
cooned inside the shelter of my flat, working
from home when I can while my children play
and read and squabble around me, life seems
utterly, boringly normal. I’ve ventured out a
few times, to go to the office and to the gro-
cery, and each time the world seems per-
fectly sane. 

But at the same time, in other parts of the
world, life has come to a crashing halt and
hundreds have died or are dying daily. In
Kuwait, there may be danger lurking on the
hand rails of the grocery carts at the jamiya
(co-op society) or in the cough of a col-
league at a press conference. Death, or at
least serious illness, has found a new, devious
means of reaching us inside the safe bubble
of our everyday lives.

The pandemic cares not for national bor-
ders, age or education. It is certainly worse
for the aged and infirm, for those with co-
morbidities. But all of us are vulnerable and
many of us won’t survive. It seems like a
nightmare, something from the Middle Ages
when the plague swept through Europe.
What we have from those times are the sto-
ries and histories of those who survived, who
witnessed the horror.

What we have now are the heroes of the
modern age - the doctors, nurses, lab techs
and hospital staff who risk their own health
daily to save the lives of the infected, while
protecting the rest of us. There are also the
everyday heroes like police officers, delivery
drivers and cooks, domestic helpers and gro-
cery store clerks, government officials and
others who are linked arm-in-arm in a pro-
tective chain, holding the everyday world to-
gether as we battle for survival, for normalcy. 

But these are not normal times. The coro-
navirus COVID-19 has now infected more
than 338,000 people worldwide, with nearly
15,000 deaths (as of Monday, March 23). It
has spread across the world and continues to
pull under its weight not only the vulnerable,
the elderly and the immunocompromised, but
all of us. 

Ten days ago, Kuwait closed its airport to
commercial flights and the lockdown began.
Tens of thousands of people work from their
homes or not at all, many of them losing their
salaries or their income. Schoolchildren are
‘homeschooling’ and all public places have
been closed, including mosques, beaches,
parks, mass transit, malls, salons, spas, day-
care centers and all government ministries
and departments. The economy, our liveli-
hoods, and the fabric of our society will all
be transformed by this pandemic in ways we
can’t even see yet.  

The government has asked since the be-
ginning for people to stay home and not go
out except for food and necessities. But
many people ignored the request and carried
on with life as normal, resulting in the curfew. 

The curfew. A new not-normal; a pan-
demic-induced normal that is meant to keep
us safe but is as terrifying simply for what it
means. Now we have no choice but to ac-
knowledge the threat and to adjust, to find a
way to survive and thrive even as the world
threatens to collapse around us. The curfew
may prove the greatest hero of all, the com-
petitive advantage that gives humanity the
upper hand over this pandemic. 

Curfew Diaries:
Day 1

In My View
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Security 
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KUWAIT: Kuwait has so far recorded 189 cases in-
fected with the novel coronavirus (COVID-19). With
the exception of five cases in critical condition, all
cases are in stable condition and are recovering in
quarantined locations designated by the government
for this purpose, while 702 have been discharged from
quarantine after exhibiting no symptoms during their
14-day quarantine period, the Ministry of Health con-
firmed. Meanwhile, 30 people have recovered com-
pletely after previously been infected with the virus,
the ministry said. There are 159 people receiving treat-
ment and 240 quarantined as of yesterday. Kuwait is
taking measures to test Kuwaitis coming from infected
areas for potential infection, as it has already tested
thousands of people, the overwhelming majority of
them have returned from Iran. Meanwhile, Kuwait re-
quires all expatriates who arrived from travel on March
1 and beyond to visit Kuwait International Fairground
where the Ministry of Health has set up a center at Hall
6 to test people for possible infection.

Precautions
Kuwait enforced a country-wide curfew as of Sun-

day from 5:00 pm to 4:00 am until further notice.
Kuwait halted all commercial flights to and from the
Gulf Arab state starting March 13 and until further no-
tice, with the exception of cargo flights. Authorities
also announced a public holiday in the country from
March 12 to April 9, with work resuming on April 12,
while entities providing vital services will remain open.
The government decided to close all shopping malls,
beauty salons and barber shops as part of its measures

to prevent the spread of the coronavirus. The govern-
ment also allowed restaurants to host a maximum of
five people at a time and in case there are lines, the dis-
tance must be at least one meter between people.

State departments have been on high alert to take
precautions against the potential spread of the virus.
The Ministry of Commerce and Industry has taken
measures to make sure that facial masks, hand sanitiz-
ers and other goods remain accessible to the public.
Meanwhile, the Ministry of Education has suspended
classes for March at all public and private schools (for
both students and teaching staffs); first from March 1
to March 12, and later extended it until March 29. In
the meantime, the Civil Service Commission suspended
the biometric fingerprint system for staff attendance
until further notice. 

Visa suspension
Kuwait suspended issuing entry permits and visas

unless those issued through diplomatic missions. Pre-
viously, authorities have stopped issuing all kinds of
visas (visit, work, etc) for Egyptian nationals, while al-
lowing those who already have a visa to enter only
after they take tests in Cairo before coming to Kuwait.
In the meantime, Iraq has suspended flights from
Kuwait, whereas Saudi Arabia stopped issuing umrah
visas for all nationalities as a precautionary measures. 

The Civil Service Commission directed all govern-
ment agencies to bar employees placed under any form
of quarantine from resuming work. The ban is applica-
ble on Kuwaiti and non-Kuwaiti employees. Salary
payments will continue as usual to all Kuwaiti and non-

Kuwaiti employees under all kinds of compulsory
quarantine.

Types of quarantine
All arrivals to Kuwait from Egypt, China, Hong

Kong, South Korea, Italy, Iran, Iraq, Germany, France,
Spain, the United States and the United Kingdom are
to be placed under quarantine for 14 days. Meanwhile,
all arrivals to Kuwait International Airport coming from
other countries must enter 14-day mandatory home
self-quarantine. 

Hotlines
The Ministry of Health has set the following hotlines

to receive inquiries about the coronavirus 24/7:
24970967 - 96049698 - 99048619.

- The Education Ministry set the following hotlines
to receive inquiries on school closures related to the
anti-coronavirus measures:

- 24970967 (24/7 hotline)
- 51575591 (Capital Educational Zone)
- 51576117 (Hawally Educational Zone)
- 51576576 (Farwaniya Educational Zone)
- 51577055 (Jahra Educational Zone)
- 51577655 (Ahmadi Educational Zone)
- 51577951 (Mubarak Al-Kabeer Educational Zone)
- 51578171 (Religious Studies Department)
- 51588599 (Private Education Department)
- 51592515 (Services Department)
- 51594544 (Public Relations Department)

Coronavirus in Kuwait: What we know so far


