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Amir heads Cabinet session,  
hails coronavirus measures  

One new case in Kuwait • MoCI to pay difference in food freight costs 
KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah headed yester-
day the Cabinet’s extraordinary session at 
Dar Salwa, accompanied by HH the 
Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, National Assembly 
Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem, and 
Minister of Amiri Diwan Affairs Sheikh Ali 
Jarrah Al-Sabah. 

On Sunday, HH the Amir lauded exten-
sive measures carried out by Kuwaiti 
authorities and people of the country to 
counter the spread of COVID-19, stressing 
that it was time to expand solidarity to 
overcome this global health crisis. In a tel-
evised address, HH the Amir reflected on 
the situation created by the coronavirus 
worldwide, saying that Kuwait, unfortu-
nately, had been affected by the global 
pandemic that has killed tens of thousands 
and infected over 300,000.  

HH Sheikh Sabah indicated that he 
directed the government of HH the Prime 
Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad 
Al-Sabah to take measures ensuring the 
safety of the people of Kuwait, both nation-
als and residents. “I have been following up 
with great pleasure the sequence of steps 
as well as bold and decisive measures taken 
by government bodies to counter the pan-

demic,” affirmed the Amir, commending the 
efforts of all government officials and staff 
to battle the coronavirus.  

HH the Amir said he had directed state 
bodies to contact Kuwaiti citizens and stu-

dents abroad to ensure they are safe and 
make their travel back to the country as 
easy as possible and in accordance with 
health guidelines.  
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KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah addresses the nation on 
Sunday. — KUNA 

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia’s King 
Salman has announced a nationwide 
dusk-to-dawn curfew from yester-
day in a bid to limit the spread of 
the new coronavirus, the latest in a 
series of restrictions. The curfew - 
from 7 pm until 6 am - will be 
imposed for 21 days, the official 
Saudi Press Agency reported, citing 
a royal order. The move comes after 
Saudi Arabia on Sunday said the 
number of COVID-19 cases had 
jumped to 511, the highest in the 
Gulf. The kingdom has reported no 
deaths so far. 

Health sector employees as well 
as security and military officials will 
be exempt from the curfew restric-
tions, the royal order said. Saudi 
Arabia’s King Salman warned on 
Thursday of a “more difficult” fight 

ahead against the virus, as the king-
dom faces the double blow of virus-
led shutdowns and crashing oil 
prices. The Arab world’s biggest 
economy has shut down cinemas, 
malls and restaurants, halted flights 
and suspended the year-round 
umrah pilgrimage as it steps up 
efforts to contain the deadly virus. 

Last week, the kingdom unveiled 
stimulus measures amounting to 120 
Saudi billion riyals ($32 billion) to 
support businesses and said it plans 
to raise borrowing to 50 percent of 
GDP. Saudi Arabia has also sus-
pended prayers inside all its 
mosques except the holiest two sites 
in Islam in Makkah and Madinah, a 
sensitive move in the deeply conser-
vative Muslim kingdom. 
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Curfew in Saudi; UAE shuts 
malls; Weinstein infected


