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LONDON: Manchester United and Manchester City
have joined forces to donate a combined £100,000
($117,000) to help local foodbanks affected by the
COVID-19 pandemic. Collections are normally made
at home games for both Manchester giants by fans’
groups supporting foodbanks, but football in Eng-
land is suspended until at least April 30 due to re-
strictions on mass gatherings due to coronavirus.

“We are proud of the role our supporters play in
helping local food banks and recognise the increased
strain likely to be placed on these charities by the im-
pact of coronavirus,” the clubs said in a joint state-
ment. “At a time of challenge for our community, we
are pleased to come together
with our fans to help vulnera-
ble members of society in a
City United.” The donation will
support the Trussell Trust’s 19
foodbank centres in the
Greater Manchester area.

United have been taken
steps to try to alleviate the
burden on their staff and sup-
porters during the crisis. The
Red Devils have vowed to pay 3,000 casual staff
even for the remainder the season even if matches at
Old Trafford are forced behind closed doors or can-
celled.

And fans who travelled to Austria for the Europa
League last 16, first leg against LASK only for the
game to be played behind closed doors at late notice

were given a £350 ($415) payment towards travel
and accommodation. Britain ramped up its response
to the pandemic by ordering pubs, restaurants, cafes
and gyms to close.

Meanwhile,  English Premier League is tentatively
targeting a resumption on June 1 with a view to com-
pleting the season over six weeks before making an
August start to the 2020-21 campaign, the Sunday
Telegraph reported yesterday.

The report said the sketchy plan was a “best-case
scenario” aimed at mitigating the heavy losses clubs
are sustaining as they continue to pay wages while
football remains shut down because of the coron-

avirus pandemic.
On March 13, all elite level

soccer matches in England, in-
cluding the Premier League,
were suspended until April 4
with that stoppage subse-
quently extended until April
30. The postponement of the
Euro 2020 championship for a
year, however, has cleared
space in the calendar for do-

mestic competitions to finish if the public health sit-
uation allows.

Player contracts, some of which end in June, could
be an issue although world governing body FIFA has
said it is looking into possible ‘dispensations’. Under
the plan being considered, the Telegraph said, the
Premier League and FA Cup competitions would be

resumed with matches played behind closed doors.
The 2020-21 campaign would get underway after

a short break on Aug. 8, the report said, allowing the

league to fulfil its commitments in the second season
of three-year broadcast deals worth 9.2 billion
pounds  — Agencies
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MANCHESTER: Manchester United and Manchester City have donated a combined £100,000 to help food
banks in Greater Manchester is a huge boost for the Foodbank Support Appeal.

PARIS: With football having ground to a halt be-
cause of the coronavirus pandemic, the usual trans-
fer rumour mill has fallen silent and nobody cares
much where Neymar or Paul Pogba might be play-
ing next season.

Nobody even knows when next season might be,
and the financial impact on football clubs, and
therefore the transfer market, is likely to be signifi-
cant. A study by KPMG this week estimated that
cancelling the rest of this season would cost clubs
across Europe’s top five leagues as much as four
billion euros ($4.33 billion) in lost revenue. The
knock-on effect could be enormous, trickling down
to smaller clubs worldwide. After all, look at a club
like Monaco, who have raked in huge sums in recent
years from selling players like Kylian Mbappe, who
went to Paris Saint-Germain in 2018 for 180 million
euros. They have then invested that money in new
recruits, helping spread the wealth.

“Given the international situation, clubs are
going to be less inclined to pay the kind of sums we
look for,” admitted Monaco’s vice-president, Oleg
Petrov. Nevertheless, beyond worrying about who
Mbappe, Neymar or Pogba could sign for, there is
a more pressing concern.

WHAT ABOUT PLAYERS OUT 
OF CONTRACT? 

UEFA’s commitment to ending the European
season by June 30 was surely partly because it is
common practice for contracts to run until that date.
Players like Manchester City’s David Silva, Willian
at Chelsea, or Paris Saint-Germain’s Thiago Silva
and Edinson Cavani, will be free to leave on July 1
even if the season has not been completed. FIFA has
set up a working group which could amend rules
on transfers and make changes to “protect con-
tracts for both players and clubs”. However, clubs
are already having to take drastic action to stave off
financial disaster. Some French sides, including
Lyon, put their players on short-time working as a
means of saving money. Swiss outfit Sion cancelled
the contracts of nine players who refused to go on
temporary unemployment.

In Scotland it is not unusual for player contracts
to expire immediately after the scheduled last game
of the season in May. In any case, struggling Hearts
have asked players and staff to accept 50 percent
pay cuts. Meanwhile, young players who are out of
contract are a problem, points out David Venditelli,
a French agent whose company Score represents
Arsenal’s Alexandre Lacazette among others.
“Things are on hold for these players who are in a
precarious position. They are the ones who are the
most in danger,” he says.

More free agents might find themselves on the
market, but the biggest Champions League stars
are unlikely to be impacted.

CHANGED DYNAMICS? 
Super-agents will keep playing the game, like

Mino Raiola, whose clients include Pogba and
Borussia Dortmund’s Erling Braut Haaland.

Raiola told Spanish sports daily Marca this
week that he hoped “to one day transfer a massive
player to Real Madrid” and would “try to do it this
summer”. Elsewhere, the dynamics of the market
may change. “In some ways people will be eyeing
up bargains,” says one agent with in-depth knowl-
edge of the British market. “A distressed club be-
comes a motivated seller, so there will be a fire sale
of a distressed club selling its assets.” However, the
reality is that nothing is happening right now. “No-
body wants to get involved in that sort of thing now.
Our primary job at the moment is to make sure all
our staff are looked after,” says Jonathan Barnett,
whose clients include Gareth Bale.—AFP
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LONDON: Ireland’s seven-match series against
Bangladesh became on Saturday the latest casualty
to be inflicted on the cricket calendar by the coro-
navirus pandemic.

The three one-day internationals in Belfast and
four Twenty20 matches in England, scheduled to

take place in May, have been postponed in line with
British and Irish government advice against the
staging of sporting events with mass gatherings and
travel restrictions.

“We have a responsibility to protect the wellbe-
ing of players, coaches, fans and the wider commu-
nity, and will not hesitate to take a safety-first
approach to our operations over coming months,”
said Warren Deutrom, Chief Executive of Cricket
Ireland.

“We would like to thank the Bangladesh Cricket
Board for their helpful cooperation in reaching this

decision, and we shall work with them at establish-
ing new dates for the series when we are all in a po-
sition to plan for the future with greater certainty.”

The United Kingdom is entering a second week-
end of sporting shutdown that is expected to last
for at least a couple of months. No professional
cricket will be played in England and Wales before
May 28 due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Pubs, restaurants and gyms across the UK were
closed on Friday, while schools will remain open
only for the children of key workers to try and halt
the spread of the virus. — AFP
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SYDNEY: The Australian Football League’s (AFL) at-
tempt to forge on with the season despite the coron-
avirus outbreak lasted just one round before it was
shut down yesterday in the wake of a government
crackdown on non-essential travel.

The AFL, which runs the top flight Australian rules
league, the National Rugby League (NRL) and soc-
cer’s A-League had decided to press on with their
seasons behind closed doors last week after bans on
gatherings of more than 500 people.

With Western Australia and South Australia joining
Tasmania and Northern Territory in closing their bor-
ders on Sunday, however, continuing an AFL compe-
tition with 18 teams ranged across five states looked
increasingly untenable.

“The AFL has moved to suspend the 2020 AFL
premiership season at the conclusion of this week-
end’s matches,” chief executive Gillon McLachlan told
reporters at halftime of the match between Hawthorn
and Brisbane at Melbourne Cricket Ground.

“We’ll also suspend the AFL Women’s season be-
cause of the continuing spread of the COVID-19
virus. Games will be suspended until May 31. We will
review the situation by the end of April to see if a fur-
ther period of suspension is required.”

The match between Hawthorn and Brisbane would
be completed, McLachlan, as would Sunday evening’s
match between West Coast Eagles and Melbourne in
Perth. McLachlan said the league was still hoping to
play all 144 matches scheduled and would be pre-
pared to “go as late as possible” into the year to com-
plete the season.

The AFL Women’s season was suspended at the
semi-final stage and there would be no championship
awarded this year, McLachlan said.

The state border closures have hit Rugby Aus-
tralia’s plans to run a domestic competition in the
wake of the suspension of five-nation Super Rugby
championship and are also going to give the A-

League problems in finishing its season.
Football Federation Australia (FFA) said it would

continue to assess the situation.
“FFA will consider the outcomes of the national

cabinet meeting this evening and provide further ad-
vice on the A-League season tomorrow,” it said in a
statement.

The second weekend of the NRL season contin-
ued without crowds yesterday and administrators
were initially bullish about pressing on to week three
of the competition.

“If the health authorities allow it, we will be still
playing,” rugby league commission chairman Peter
V’landys told Sydney’s Daily Telegraph.

V’landys warned last weekend of “catastrophic”
losses for the league if they were unable to proceed
with the season and called on the government to pro-
vide financial aid.

Although the AFL is the most profitable of the
competing football codes, McLachlan said they
were facing the “biggest financial crisis” in the
league’s history. “To say that this is the most serious
threat to our game in the last 100 years is an under-
statement,” he said. — Reuters
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ROME: Argentina striker Paulo Dybala said Saturday
that he has become the third Juventus player to test
positive for coronavirus while former AC Milan de-
fender Paolo Maldini revealed that he and his son
have also been infected.

“Hi everyone. I just wanted to let you know that
we have received the Covid-19 test results and that
Oriana (Sabatini, his girlfriend) and I are positive,” the
26-year-old Dybala tweeted.

“Fortunately, we are perfectly fine. Thank you for
your messages.” Italian champions Juventus said that
Dybala had been self-isolating since Wednesday. “He
will continue to be monitored. He is well and is
asymptomatic,” said the club in a statement.

Later Saturday, the club said Maldini, now the
technical director at Milan, and his 18-year-old son
Daniel, a youth team player, were also battling the
disease. “Paolo and Daniel are both well and have al-
ready completed two weeks at home without contact
with others,” said a statement from AC Milan.

“They will now remain in quarantine until clinically
recovered, as per the medical protocols outlined by
the health authorities.” Maldini, 51, is considered one
of the greatest defenders of all time. He won five
Champions Leagues with Milan and appeared in 647
matches.

Juventus teammates Daniele Rugani and Blaise
Matuidi have also tested positive for the disease
which claimed almost 800 more lives on Saturday,
bringing the total in Italy to 4,825. 

Earlier, Crystal Palace winger Wilfried Zaha has
offered free accommodation to medical staff in his
London properties as they treat patients with coro-
navirus. The 27-year-old Ivory Coast international is
the latest football personality to offer a free bed, fol-
lowing in the footsteps of former Manchester United
star Gary Neville and Chelsea owner Roman
Abramovich.

Zaha, reported to earn £130,000 ($150,000) a
week at the Premier League club, willingly took up
the baton saying he had friends working in the Na-
tional Health Service and he could provide accom-
modation for the hard-pressed staff who could not
return home after their shifts.

He has built up a property portfolio of around 50
properties in London, including in trendy Notting Hill.
The flats are usually used by corporate clients but
with global travel severely restricted there is not
much call for them at the moment.    

“If you do good, good will come to you,” said Zaha
cited in The Times on Saturday. “It is clear that my in-
tentions are that all I want to do is help at every op-
portunity, especially in the crazy period we are going
through.

“Health workers please reach out. We have already
had feedback — this is exactly what we wanted to
achieve.” His business partner Obi Williams said they
had already been contacted by staff at two London
hospitals.

“Anyone who can help and do their bit needs to
stand up and help,” said Williams. Neville, now a TV
pundit, has offered free use of 176 rooms in two Man-
chester hotels he co-owns — including one opposite
Old Trafford Stadium — and has called on footballers
to follow his lead, while Russian tycoon Abramovich
has invited medical staff to 72 rooms in the hotel at
Chelsea’s Stamford Bridge ground.

The British government on Friday ordered all pubs,
cafes and restaurants to close to restrict the spread
of coronavirus. —AFP
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