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 UK - two Kuwaitis and two Filipino residents, 

while one was in contact with a patient recently 
arrived from Egypt. He added that the sixth case is 
related to a Kuwaiti citizen who recently arrived 
from Brazil, noting that for the rest of the cases, 
their details will be revealed later. Earlier yesterday, 
Health Minister Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah 
announced that three coronavirus cases have 
recovered, a Kuwaiti woman and man and a Spanish 
resident, bringing the number of cases that have 
recovered in the country to 30. 

After a late-night Cabinet meeting on Saturday, 
the minister of trade and industry said the country’s 
strategic food reserves were “secure and plentiful”, 
KUNA said. He urged people not to stockpile food 
and said there was no need to panic. In addition, the 
Cabinet decided to shut all shops and central mar-
kets, except for foodstuff stores, Government 
Spokesman Tareq Al-Mezrem said, asking the 
Municipality to determine other necessary activities 
that need to be excluded.  

Last week, the Cabinet approved a bill to 
increase the budget of ministries and governmental 

departments by KD 500 million for the 2020/21 fis-
cal year due to the coronavirus outbreak. It also 
established a temporary fund for receiving financial 
contributions from institutions, companies, and indi-
viduals to support the government’s efforts to fight 
the virus. The country’s stock market has been bat-
tered by the virus outbreak as well as a historic 
plunge in oil prices. Its main index has lost nearly 
30 percent of its value since the start of the year.  

Saleh added the military is on standby to help 
security forces in putting the curfew in place, 
quoting the Cabinet as having tasked the National 
Guard with aiding the ministry of interior in this 
regard. He stated that the curfew was decided as a 
result of non-compliance with health guidelines 
and instructions aimed at averting gatherings. The 
minister noted he will relieve residency law viola-
tors of any fine so that they can leave the country 
immediately.  

Foreign Minister Sheikh Ahmad Nasser Al-
Mohammad Al-Sabah said a strengthened health 
system will undoubtedly make it easy for overseas 
citizens to return home at an early date. Speaking at 
the press conference following the Cabinet meeting, 
the minister reassured that his ministry had worked 
out a blueprint to evacuate citizens abroad. Urging 
everyone to take the matter seriously, the minister 
said the evacuation plan will give top priority to 
patients in critical situation, elderly people, minors 
and people with disabilities. — Agencies 

Kuwait imposes 
partial curfew...

Continued from Page 1 
 
organizers to postpone the 2020 Tokyo Games. 

The pandemic has bludgeoned global stock mar-
kets, and the United States - the world’s biggest 
economy - is preparing a huge emergency stimulus 
package that could top $1 trillion. Millions have 
been ordered to stay home in the United States. 
New Jersey on Saturday followed several states in 
telling residents to stay indoors. And in neighboring 
New York, Governor Andrew Cuomo warned that 
the disruption is likely to last for months, not weeks. 

“I don’t think it’s possible in a city of this size for 
people to maintain it for much longer than three 
weeks before they start losing it,” Yona Corn, a 35-
year-old singer, told AFP. “I think there’s going to be 
a big mental health crisis. I worry about what’s 
going to happen to people.” The US Food and Drug 
Administration also approved the first coronavirus 
test that can be conducted entirely at the point of 
care for a patient - and deliver results in 45 minutes. 
Vice President Mike Pence and his wife tested neg-
ative for the coronavirus, his press secretary tweet-
ed Saturday. The couple had taken the test after one 
of Pence’s staffers contracted the illness. 

The drastic confinement measures follow the 
example of China, where the lockdown of Hubei 
province appears to have paid off. Wuhan, Hubei’s 
capital, is where the virus was first detected. France, 
Italy, Spain and other European countries have 
ordered people to stay at home, threatening fines in 

some cases, while Australia yesterday told citizens 
to cancel domestic travel plans. Britain has told 
pubs, restaurants and theatres to close and warned 
citizens to stop panic-buying. 

China reported its first local infection in four 
days on Sunday. While the number of cases in the 
mainland has slumped dramatically since the crisis 
began, there are fears in Asia of “imported” cases 
from other hotspots like Europe. Thailand yesterday 
reported its highest daily rise in cases, taking its 
total to nearly 600, while India went into lockdown 
with a one-day nationwide “self-imposed curfew”. 

While the elderly and those with pre-existing 
medical conditions are the hardest hit by the virus, 
the WHO has warned that young people are also 
vulnerable. Accurate COVID-19 figures are difficult 
to reach because many of the victims suffered from 
other illnesses, and infection rates are uncertain 
because of a lack of testing in many countries. The 
coronavirus has infected more than 1,000 across 
Africa too, where healthcare systems are limited 
and social distancing measures are difficult in 
crowded cities. 

The Middle East also remains on high alert, where 
Iran - which suffered a major outbreak - yesterday 
announced 129 new deaths caused by the novel coro-
navirus, raising to 1,685 the official death toll in one of 
the worst-hit countries along with Italy and China. 
Health ministry spokesman Kianouche Jahanpour said 
more than 1,028 new cases had been recorded in the 
past 24 hours and a total of 21,638 people had now 
tested positive for the virus. But the Islamic Republic 
has refused to join the rest of the world in imposing 
heavy restrictions. El Salvador joined several central 
and South American countries in imposing quarantine 
measures on Saturday, as Colombia announced its 
first coronavirus death.  — AFP 

Coronavirus  
deaths surge...

Continued from Page 1 
 
Leading Muslim clerics have widely backed scien-

tifically-based measures to contain the virus, notably 
by supporting crowd size restrictions through pro-
motion of home prayer. Authorities in the Gulf Arab 
states of Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, 
Kuwait, Qatar, Oman and Bahrain have halted prayers 
in mosques. In Egypt, the most populous Arab coun-
try, religious authorities have ordered a two-week 
closure of mosques and churches and banned mass 
communal prayers. 

The government in Tunisia - where some worship-
pers have been praying in front of shuttered mosque 
doors - said messages from imams will be broadcast 
to reinforce essential health protections. In Algeria, 
the azan, or call for prayer which the muezzin issues 
for the obligatory five daily Muslim prayers, has been 
modified. Muezzins are now encouraging worship-
pers to pray at home.  

In Iran, authorities closed four key Shiite religious 
sites. The Islamic republic is one of the three coun-
tries hardest hit by the virus with an official death toll 
of more than 1,500 and over 20,600 confirmed cas-
es. The pandemic reignited a long-standing dispute 
between the roles of science and religion in Iran, but 
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei intervened 
in support of medical professionals, effectively clos-
ing the debate.  

In Lebanon, the head of the Iran-backed 
Hezbollah movement Hassan Nasrallah urged people 
to abide by government measures. “The virus can be 
defeated if everyone takes responsibility and plays 
their part,” he said, calling on people to come for-
ward if they develop COVID-19 symptoms. Some 
churches in Lebanon, a country home to 18 recog-
nized religious sects including a large Christian com-
munity, have begun broadcasting the Sunday mass 
live on social media. 

Israel has banned gatherings of more than 10 peo-
ple, making it impossible for Jews to form the quorum 
of 10 needed for prayer known as a miyan. But chief 
rabbinical authorities have decreed that following 
health ministry guidelines is a religious duty and 
authorized prayer at home.  

Even while top clerics have largely backed con-
tainment strategies, resistance has continued among 
the region’s deeply religious and conservative popu-
lation. Iraq’s top Shiite cleric Grand Ayatollah Ali 
Sistani has urged citizens not to gather in large num-
bers for prayers, where the risk of contamination 
could be high. But on Saturday tens of thousands 
turned out to commemorate a revered imam Musa 
Al-Kadhim, who died in 799 in the custody of 
Abbasid caliph Harun Al-Rashid. 

That followed a call from influential cleric 
Moqtada Sadr for his followers to take part in the pil-
grimage, defying government advice. The anniversary 
of the death normally attracts millions to the golden-
domed mausoleum of Imam Al-Kadhim in Baghdad.  

Extremist voices in the region have dismissed 
guidance from health officials and leading religious 
authorities. After Morocco closed mosques and 
announced a ban on all non-essential movements, 
outspoken Salafist preacher Abou Naim decried 
those moves as “apostasy”. He was arrested on ter-
rorism charges. There has also been a proliferation of 
faith-based responses to the pandemic with no sup-
porting medical evidence.  

After the first case emerged last month in 
Lebanon, many Christians visited the tomb of St 
Charbel, the country’s patron saint, and collected soil 
from the holy site, believing it would heal those 
infected. And last week, a Christian priest flew over 
Beirut in a helicopter to “bless” the country.  

Despite the decrees of top rabbis to follow med-
ical guidelines, some Jewish leaders in Israel have 
offered alternative solutions to the pandemic. 
Ultra-Orthodox Rabbi Simcha Halevi Ashlag has 
encouraged people to drink the Mexican beer 
Corona, to fortify their prayers. “When we pray and 
drink an alcoholic drink, the prayers have more 
force,” he said in a video posted on social media 
earlier this month. — AFP 
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The move will affect more than 20 million pas-

sengers a day and comes after several people tested 
positive for the virus after trips. Modi also urged 
Indians to thank medical workers and other emer-
gency personnel by clapping or banging pots and 
pans for five minutes at 5:00 pm. Residents in 
numerous cities held a practice session Saturday, 
generating a deafening cacophony as they stood on 
their balconies banging cookware.  

This “is most likely a dry run for a more pro-
longed curfew when rather than if the situation 
deteriorates,” Milan Vaishnav, a senior fellow at the 
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace think-
tank, told AFP. India has an overburdened public 
health system that suffers from a lack of doctors 
and hospitals and experts said the country would 
not escape the highly infectious disease. “We are in 
for a very long fight,” warned virologist Shahid 

Jameel of biomedical research charity Wellcome 
Trust/DBT India Alliance. 

Factories, large industrial parks and banks were 
declaring a shutdown or finding ways to minimise 
public movement in offices. Vegetable vendors and 
small tea shop owners were quietly closed down 
by local police and truck drivers were given free 
masks and sanitizers at check points on inter-state 
highways. State leaders urged citizens not to rush 
to villages to prevent the virus spread but tensions 
have mounted as angry laborers protested at some 
bus stations against sudden closures of basic 
transport services. 

Private events, such as weddings, and local 
elections were cancelled. The federal government 
was accelerating the production of masks and has 
allowed deodorant manufacturers to produce 
sanitizers. India has cancelled most entry visas 
for people f lying in from other countr ies . 
Facebook Inc’s WhatsApp launched a helpline 
number to ensure circulation of accurate informa-
tion after India’s technology ministry asked it to 
ramp up vigilance to prevent spread of misinfor-
mation about the virus outbreak. With 400 mil-
l ion users, India is  WhatsApp messenger’s 
biggest market. — Agencies 

India one-day  
curfew to test...

JERUSALEM: Palestinians pray in the almost deserted Al-Aqsa Mosque compound in the Old City of Jerusalem 
after mosques were shut on Friday. —1 AFP  

UNITED NATIONS:  Syria, Libya, Yemen, 
Afghanistan, the Sahel... with the great powers 
focused intently on the COVID-19 virus, will 
armed conflicts across the world decrease in 
severity or intensify? Experts as well as diplo-
mats at the United Nations say there is a serious 
r isk of the latter. For guerri l la f ighters and 
extremist groups, “it’s a clear godsend,” said 
Bertrand Badie, a specialist in international rela-
tions at France’s Institute of Political Studies 
(Sciences Po). When the “powerful become pow-
erless,” he told AFP, one can see “the revenge of 
the weak over the strong.” 

In recent days, some 30 Malian soldiers were 
killed in an attack in northern Mali blamed on 
jihadists, without drawing any sharp reaction from 
the Security Council. In Libya, and Syria’s Idlib 
region - the object of intense diplomatic attention 
before the coronavirus stole the spotlight - fight-
ing continues. Evoking the “potentially devastat-
ing impact of #Covid-19 in #Idlib and elsewhere 
in Syria,” the UN undersecretary-general for 
political affairs, Rosemary DiCarlo, called on 
Twitter for all parties to show restraint. “If anyone 

- incredibly - still needed a reason to stop the 
fighting there,” she added, “this is it.” 

Martin Griffiths, the UN special envoy for 
Yemen, issued a similar plea: “At a time when the 
world is struggling to fight a pandemic, the focus 
of the parties must shift away from fighting one 
another to ensuring that the population will not 
face even graver risks.” Up to now, these coun-
tries have not been afflicted by Covid-19 on the 
scale seen in China, South Korea or Europe. But 
the virus carries the potential, once it reaches into 
poor and conflict-ridden countries, of having a 
devastating impact.  

In the absence of concerted assistance from 
abroad, the UN fears “millions” could die. The 
pandemic will not necessarily favor any particular 
group of bel l igerents, one diplomat noted, 
because the ravaging disease has been “uncon-
trollable”. “The pandemic could lead to a worsen-
ing of conflicts, with the risk of exacerbating the 
humanitarian situation and population move-
ments,” he said.  

But the pandemic might also sap the will of the 
belligerents and their ability to fight in coming 

months, some experts said. “Throwing their troops 
into battle will expose both states and violent 
non-state groups to contamination, and thus to 
potentially catastrophic losses of human life,” said 
Robert Malley, president of the Washington-
based International Crisis Group. He believes that 
the virus “will very certainly diminish the capacity 
and will of states and of the international system - 
the UN, regional organizations, refugees, peace-
keeping forces - to dedicate themselves to the 
resolution or prevention of conflicts.” 

It will also throw up a whole set of new obsta-
cles, he told AFP, complicating access to conflict 
zones, making it harder to organize negotiations in 
neutral countries, and diverting financial invest-
ments to the fight against the coronavirus. “What 
government would want to invest in the pursuit of 
peace in Yemen, Syria, Afghanistan, the Sahel or 
elsewhere when it is facing an economic, social 
and political crisis almost without precedent?” he 
asked.  

With the news media obsessively focused on 
Covid-19, Malley said, “these conflicts, however 
brutal and violent they may be, will for many peo-

ple become unseen and unheard”. At the UN, 
which has been struggling to respond as best it 
can, diplomats insist that their efforts to monitor 
regional crises and conflicts will continue, even if 
the international organization has sharply curbed 
its schedule of meetings. “We intend to ensure 
that #UNSC plays its vital role in maintaining 
global peace and security,” Britain’s interim 
ambassador to the UN, Jonathan Allen, wrote on 
Twitter. “Covid-19 is the major global focus, but 
we have not forgotten about Syria, Libya, Yemen.” 

But Richard Gowan, a New York-based spe-
cialist in UN matters, expressed some doubt. 
“Security Council diplomats say that it is hard to 
get their capitals to focus on UN issues,” he said. 
Among non-governmental organizations (NGOs) 
dealing with human rights issues, like Human 
Rights Watch, concern is growing that whole 
areas of action are falling by the wayside. One 
example: Diplomats say the much-awaited and 
repeatedly delayed publication of a UN summary 
report on the bombing of hospitals in Syria - orig-
inally due at the beginning of the year - is now not 
expected before April, at the earliest. — AFP  

Will coronavirus slow world  
conflicts or intensify them? 

BEIJING: The head of  the World Health 
Organization believes China’s battle with the 
coronavirus offers a beacon of hope, but others 
question whether Beijing’s strategy can be fol-
lowed by other  countr ies  -  part icular ly 
Western democracies. China has reported only 
one new local infection over the past four days, 
a seemingly remarkable turnaround given the 
chaos that surrounded the initial outbreak in 
the city of Wuhan. 

While some experts caution against accepting 
Beijing’s figures at face value, WHO chief Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus insisted China’s success 
“provides hope for the rest of the world”. But 
China is a particular case - a centrally-controlled, 
top-down, one-party authoritarian state that 
allows no dissent and can mobilize vast resources 
on a single issue. 

In January, China effectively shut down Wuhan 
and placed its 11 million residents in effective 

quarantine - a move it then replicated in the rest 
of Hubei province, putting 50 million people in 
mass isolation. Across the rest of the country, res-
idents were strongly encouraged to stay at home. 
Hundreds of millions of Chinese live in closed res-
idential complexes where neighborhood commit-
tees can police movement in and out - meaning 
compliance could be closely monitored. 

“Containment works,” Sharon Lewin, profes-
sor of medicine at the University of Melbourne, 
told AFP. “Two weeks after the closure of 
Wuhan, which is exactly the incubation period, 
the number (of infections) started to drop.” 
Extreme social distancing and home quarantines 
have been used to differing degrees by a rising 
number of European countries, with some US 
states following suit. 

But an Imperial College London study warned 
that while that strategy appeared to have suc-
ceeded to date in China, it carried “enormous 
social and economic costs” in the short and long 
term. “The major challenge of suppression is that 
this type of intensive intervention package .... 
wil l  need to be maintained unti l  a vaccine 
becomes available (potentially 18 months or 
more),” it said. If the intervention is relaxed, 
transmission rates “will quickly rebound”, it 
added. — AFP 

China’s virus 
strategy: Model 
for the world? 


