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Palestinian bride Bara’a Amarneh and her groom Imad Sharaf leave the beauty
salon in the Palestinian Deheisheh refugee camp near the West Bank city of
Bethlehem.—AFP

A hair dresser wearing a mask puts the finishing touches on Palestinian bride
Bara’a Amarneh before she leaves the beauty salon.

Palestinian groom Imad Sharaf (right), wearing gloves and a face mask, kisses his
father’s hand as part of tradition upon arriving home.

Issam Sharaf, brother of Palestinian groom Imad, holds up a phone showing an
electronic image of a wedding invitation with a cartoon of both the bride and groom
wearing protective masks.

Medical TV dramas such as “Grey’s Anatomy” are
donating equipment including masks, gowns
and gloves to emergency workers tackling the

coronavirus pandemic. The shows are emptying their
prop rooms of materials that are in increasingly short
supply as the rapid spread of the disease threatens to
overwhelm resources. “Grey’s Anatomy,” a long-running
ABC show, has “a backstock of gowns and gloves which
we are donating,” said executive producer Krista
Vernoff. Firefighter drama “Station 19,” from the same
network, donated around 300 masks to the Ontario Fire
Department in Canada after learning they were running
out and fire stations were forced to re-use masks. “They
were tremendously grateful,” said Vernoff. 

Another popular ABC medical drama, “The Good
Doctor,” shoots in Vancouver, where it has handed over
hundreds of masks, gowns, disposable booties and isola-
tion suits. Karen Law, an Atlanta-based rheumatologist,
posted an image on Instagram of medical supplies out-
side the Grady Memorial Hospital, thanking Fox show
“The Resident” for the donation. “Yesterday, I had a seri-
ous discussion with the residents about how, though
supplies are low, a magical shipment of masks is unlikely
to arrive,” she wrote. “And yet, a magical shipment of
masks DID arrive.”—AFP

Medical TV dramas donate their
equipment to emergency workers

Photo shows ‘Greys Anatomy’s cast.

Coronavirus 
hits Uruguay’s 
mate drinkers
Much Uruguayan social life revolves

around the sharing of a traditional hot
herbal infusion called mate, but even

that seemingly innocuous practice is under
threat from the new coronavirus pandemic. The
sight of people walking down the street with a
mate gourd cupped in one hand, its metal straw
sticking out, and a thermos tucked under the
other arm is synonymous with Uruguay. Friends
will often relax sharing a single gourd of mate
— pronounced mah-tay — through the same
metal “bombilla” straw. But Uruguay’s govern-
ment has asked its people not to share bombil-
las anymore.

It’s been a shock to the system for many
Uruguayans, like Leonel Garcia who turned
down a sip from his sister’s mate. “I didn’t want
to drink it with her!” said the 43-year-old from
Montevideo. Uruguayans consume 10 kilograms
(22 pounds) a year of yerba mate — the bitter
herb infused in piping hot water to make the
mate drink — more than anyone else. An aver-
age drinker thinks nothing of consuming two
liters (four pints) a day. Giving it up is not an
option in a country where it’s almost an addic-
tion, but the experience is changing. “I haven’t
stopped drinking mate, simply because I can’t,
but I’ve lost ... the spirit of congregation, of
closeness, of complicity, of getting together,”
said Garcia. Mate, which was first produced by
the indigenous Guarani people is also popular
in Argentina, Paraguay and parts of Brazil and
Chile. It is so ingrained in Argentine, Paraguayan
and Uruguayan culture that each country has its
own separate national mate day.

Impolite not to share 
Authorities in Argentina are just as worried

as those in Uruguay and have advised against
“sharing mate, cutlery and utensils.” In
Paraguay, the government warned of the risks
involved in sharing terere, a yerba mate infu-
sion that is drunk cold or even frozen. “People
have to get used to it and stop sharing,”
Paraguay’s Health Minister Julio Mazzoleni
told AFP. —AFP

Awedding in the West Bank on Friday saw a
twist on a familiar scene: the Palestinian
bride wore a long white dress, but with a

matching face mask and gloves to protect against
the novel coronavirus. As the COVID-19 illness
sweeps the globe, public events have been can-
celled in droves, including many weddings. Those
seeking to plough ahead with their nuptials have
had to radically alter their plans.

Baraa Amarneh and her fiance, Imad Sharaf,
decided to carry on with their wedding, despite the
bride coming from Bethlehem, the epicentre of the
novel coronavirus outbreak in the West Bank.
Almost all of the 48 COVID-19 cases among
Palestinians have been in the Bethlehem gover-

norate. The couple’s wedding had been planned
months in advance and Sharaf, 25, said they decided
not to postpone to show fellow Palestinians that life
could continue, despite the pandemic.

The city where Christians believe Jesus was born
has been under lockdown, with no one allowed in or
out without a permit, for more than two weeks.
Sharaf, who comes from a village near Hebron,
around 20 kilometers south of Bethlehem, had to
get special government permission to enter the city
to pick up Amarneh and bring her to his hometown
for the wedding on Friday. The ceremony was sup-
posed to include dozens of guests, but in the end,
the bride and groom were flanked by just a few
family members each, standing at a safe distance. 

“The conditions and the spread of the virus
meant we had to marry without guests and without
anyone except my family and the bride’s family,”
Sharaf said. As Amarneh has left the locked down
area and is therefore considered at risk of having
contracted the disease, she will now have to self-
isolate for 14 days. Sharaf said that wouldn’t be a
problem, treating it as a staycation honeymoon.
“We are talking about 14 days. I would stay in quar-
antine with my wife a month or more.”—AFP

White dress and matching mask: 
Palestinians brave virus to wed

To release or not 
to release? Music’s 
dilemma over virus
To release or not to release? That is the question

haunting the music industry as the coronavirus
casts doubt over a slew of forthcoming albums.

The Canadian hit-machine Weeknd held his nerve and
dropped the 14-track “After Hours” Friday, with the
cult British artist Baxter Dury also going ahead even
though he admitted that “it’s terrible timing”. The
Weeknd’s new album for Universal had been heavily
trailed on his YouTube channel, which has 17.7 million
subscribers. 

The album’s dark theme was set by a short film of
the same name in which the singer, his face bleeding
and beaten, wanders an eerily empty city. Swept up in
a kind of unseen panic, the claustrophobic atmosphere
is bizarrely prophetic of a world that is now either in
lockdown, or fast approaching it, because of the virus.
Not that the three-time Grammy winner is immune to
what is going on around him now. The streaming king
recently tweeted a video of a quarantined DJ playing
one of his songs on a balcony in Italy, the country
worst affected by the epidemic.

Luckless Bob Geldof 
But you have to feel for Bob Geldof, who had just

released The Boomtown Rats’ first album in 36 years,
only for it and the accompanying book and documen-
tary about the Dublin punk band with which he made
his name, to be swallowed up in the chaos. “It is what it
is,” the Live Aid founder told AFP, declaring that with
“the world in the state it’s in and... that vulgar fool
Trump” in the White House, it was time to “make
noise”.

Geldof, 68, described with glee how paranoia
spreads. “I put on my mask on the Eurostar train to
Paris. Everyone started looking at each other suspi-
ciously and before you knew it they were all in masks,”
he said. Dury — son of the punk icon Ian Dury of “Sex
& Drugs & Rock & Roll” fame — was also grinning
and bearing the release of his “The Night Chancers”, a
fitting soundtrack for urban solitude, despite the
widening global shutdown. The songwriter said he did-
n’t want to be seen as cynical. “I don’t want to be the
guy who’s trying to sell records right now,” he told
AFP. “You have to be sensitive to what’s going on.” 

‘Is it indecent?’ 
As for touring the album, he said “I think we will

have to wait six months before having another concert.
No one really knows.” For now, Dury is hunkering
down in his London apartment trying not to “go stir
crazy” and helping his son study for exams. Other
musicians, however, have preferred to postpone their
releases, including French singer Thomas Dutronc, who
has Iggy Pop, jazz diva Diana Krall and ZZ Top stalwart
Billy Gibbons on his new album “Frenchy”. —AFP

With movie theaters closing
down around the world due
to coronavirus, Paramount’s

“The Lovebirds” will skip the big screen
and go straight to Netflix, in a landmark
move for Hollywood. The decision adds
to uncertainty surrounding the movie
theater industry, which typically relies
on a “theatrical window” before major
films are made available for viewing at
home. “The Lovebirds” marks the first
time a major Hollywood studio has
pulled a film from theaters and sent it to
Netflix, although a release date has not

yet been set.
The romantic comedy, starring Issa

Rae and Kumail Nanjiani, sees a couple
become accidentally embroiled in a
murder mystery. Universal had previ-
ously announced it would make upcom-
ing titles such as “Trolls World Tour”
available direct to on-demand streaming
at the same time as theaters. Disney,
with “Frozen 2,” had brought forward
home release dates for movies already
in theaters, via its Disney+ streaming
platform. But the majority of big studio
releases — including “Mulan,” “Black

Widow” and the latest “Fast and
Furious” sequel — have simply been
postponed. In a recent statement, the
National Association of Theatre Owners

rejected as “speculation in the media”
that the coronavirus closures could
mean more blockbusters heading
straight to streaming. —AFP

‘Lovebirds’ moves to Netflix as
movie theaters face uncertainty


