
NEW DELHI: Indian legend Sachin Tendulkar
has offered an unusual take on the coronavirus
fight by comparing it to Test cricket, urging pa-
tience and teamwork, and warning “we have to
defend well”. “While the world battles the
Covid-19 pandemic, this is probably the time for
of us to draw lessons from the grand old format
of the game,” Tendulkar wrote in a commentary
for The Times of India newspaper. 

The world record-holding batsman said the
virus was “beyond our collective comprehen-
sion” but could be beaten with tactics used in
cricket’s five-day format. “Test cricket rewards
you for respecting what you don’t understand.
It makes you value the virtue of patience,” he
wrote. “When you don’t understand the pitch
conditions or the bowler, defense becomes the
best form of attack. Patience is what we require
now, if we have to defend well.” 

India has reported only four virus deaths and

1p9 cases but the country is increasingly fearful
of the spread of the disease that has killed nearly
9,000 people around the world. Like many
countries, it has imposed draconian travel re-
strictions. Tendulkar, 46, retired in 2013 after
scoring 15,921 runs from 200 Tests, and has con-
siderable influence in Indian society.

He said all countries must work together
against the virus. “To use a cricketing
metaphor; while individual brilliance can help a
team in shorter formats of the game, in Test
cricket it is all about partnerships and team-
work,” he said. “Test cricket is about staging
comebacks. There is always a second innings,
if you’ve missed the first one.” “Different coun-
tries are at different stages of their fight against
coronavirus,” he added. “All nations should
consider themselves part of one team.” “We
shall take this battle session by session, and
eventually emerge victorious.”— AFP 
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Anderson fears virus 
could wreck English 
cricket season
LONDON: England fast bowler James Anderson fears the
global coronavirus pandemic could see the domestic and in-
ternational season abandoned completely. The England and
Wales Cricket Board are due to meet with the 18 first-class
counties, possibly by teleconference, in a bid to see whether
the existing structure for the 2020 summer can be main-
tained. It follows Wednesday’s decision by the ECB to rec-
ommend the suspension of the recreational game.

The County Championship is meant to start on April 12
but a delay looks increasingly likely given other sports have
called a halt following British government advice to avoid
mass gatherings. Last week saw England postpone their tour
of Sri Lanka. They are next meant to play the West Indies in
a three-Test home series, starting on June 4. “Cricket and
sport is not the be all and end all but it is my livelihood, it’s
all I know,” Anderson told the BBC’s Tailenders podcast.

“The season is unlikely to start. It’s still a little bit hazy as
to what’s going to happen. There’s a chance we might not
even bowl a ball this summer.” The Lancashire paceman,
England’s all-time leading Test wicket-taker, added: “I feel a
little bit anxious. Just the not knowing is giving me a bit of
anxiety.” Anderson made the last of his 151 Test appearances
against South Africa in Cape Town in January before a bro-
ken rib saw him miss the last two matches of the series.

The 37-year-old was not selected for the Sri Lanka series
in the hope he would be fully fit for the start of the home sea-
son. Anderson said personal issues caused by the global
COVID-19 impact were a consideration as well. “Also trying
to keep a young family healthy,” he said.—AFP 

India’s Tendulkar compares 
virus battle to Test cricket

MUMBAI: A man wearing a facemask as a preventive measure against the COVID-19 coronavirus
walks past a mural of former Indian cricketer Sachin Tendulkar in Mumbai yesterday. — AFP 

HONG KONG: The Olympics going ahead in Tokyo this
year is “highly unlikely”, the boss of Asian golf told AFP,
and proceeding as planned could cost players the chance
to qualify. The International Olympic Committee said this
week it was “fully committed” to holding the Games from
July 24 despite the coronavirus pandemic, but acknowl-
edged there was no “ideal” solution as pressure mounted
for a postponement. Asian Tour Commissioner and CEO
Cho Minn Thant confirmed that all tournaments across the
continent had been suspended until at least the end of May,
in line with the US PGA and European Tours.

“I think everyone right now is more in a state of shock,
just trying to figure out what they do with themselves,”
said Cho, speaking by telephone from Asian Tour head-
quarters in Singapore. With the prospect of scarcely any
competitive golf before the Olympic rankings qualifying
cut-off on June 22, Cho said it would be harsh on players
from unheralded golf nations. “Our plan initially was to
have about 16 or 17 tournaments before the Olympic cut-
off,” Cho said. “Today, we probably have only about four
or five Asian Tour players eligible for the Olympics.”

Olympics ‘highly unlikely’ 
On current rankings, only Thailand’s Jazz Janewat-

tananond and Gunn Charoenkul, the Indian pair of Rashid
Khan and Udayan Mane plus Miguel Tabuena of the Philip-
pines would represent the Asian Tour in the 60-strong
Tokyo field. “Given the amount of golf that was left to be
played, we were hopeful that more players from nations

like Bangladesh, Malaysia, Indonesia and the Philippines
would have the opportunity to get into the Olympics over
the next two or three months,” said Cho. “Obviously, that’s
not going to happen. 

“I can understand why they would want to push forward
with the Olympics - there’d be huge revenue ramifications
on the economy of Japan - but it seems highly unlikely now
in my opinion.” Cho said that he hadn’t yet heard of any
players suffering financial hardship but acknowledged that
a long layoff could have an impact. Players such as the
world number 39 Jazz, last year’s Asian Tour order of merit
winner, will remain in the US where he had been due to
play a full schedule before a debut at the now-postponed
US Masters next month.

“I keep in contact with quite a few players and a lot of
them are comfortable,” Cho said. “I feel for the guys who
just came through qualifying school and they’ve probably
played one or two events in their life. “It’s very different to
having a bad season where you’re missing cuts, but you
still have got the opportunity to compete. “Right now
you’re deprived of the opportunity to compete. That’s a
whole different ballgame.” 

Calendar shift
The Asian Tour can play all-year round, which means

the crisis could lead to a permanent shift in the Asian golf-
ing calendar to a wraparound season played from Septem-
ber to April. “A tour like Europe’s going to have a lot harder
time rescheduling events. Theirs is a very short golf sea-
son,” Cho said.  “I’m hoping that we can continue golf this
year, whether it be July, September, October or November.
It will definitely help mitigate the potential downside. “If
we could start between July and October, it means we will
probably go through to April. We’ve been planning a wrap-
around season for the longest time but never really formal-
ized it. “We’re talking to sponsors and promoters. They’re
definitely ready to go. They’re prepared to stage events
whenever the world is ready to get back to normal.”—AFP 

Asian golfers could 
lose out if Olympics 
go ahead: Tour chief

India reports four virus deaths and 199 cases


