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An arduous two-day journey into the
desert of La Guajira will take you deep
into the unknown, into the remote terri-

tory that characterizes Colombia’s remote
northern coastline. Silent stretches of sand ex-
tend for miles and miles until they spill out onto
the Caribbean coastline, eventually carrying
you all the way to Punta Gallinas, the northern-
most tip of South America.

Roll down sand dunes and into the waves at
secluded Caribbean beaches before enjoying
magical sunsets that eventually turn into
evening performances of light under star-
drenched skies. Getting to Punta Gallinas isn’t
easy, but it’s well worth the trip.

La Guajira and Wayuu culture
La Guajira is one of Colombia’s 32 very di-

verse departments and is known for its giant
sand dunes, tiny remote fishing villages and the
Wayuu indigenous people who live there. Mod-
ern media often associates the Wayuu with the
colorful woven bags they produce.  These bags
are not only a part of the local tradition here
but also an expression of life itself, and they’re
one of the only ways in which locals can earn a
living aside from breeding livestock.

Because it is so remote, you won’t find any
local shops where you can purchase food or
water. You’ll find a few locals selling water and
other drinks at some of the most visited stops,
but it’s best to stock up on water before you
head out into the desert. With an average daily
temperature of 91º F (32.7º C) and a UV index
of 6, it’s easy to get dehydrated fast here.

How to get to Punta Gallinas
To get to Punta Gallinas, you’re going to

have to start your journey in Riohacha. Getting
to Riohacha is easy by bus if you leave from
large coastal cities such as Santa Marta, Carta-
gena or Barranquilla. Once there, you’ll find that
you have two options: you can either make your
way to the tiny town of Uribia by bus alone and
hire a guide from there; or you can hire a guide
in Riohacha. The latter is much easier, and it’ll
cost you about the same. 

Taroa Dunes is a spectacular
spot for drone photography. 
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It’s possible to hire a
guide in Uribia or 
Riohacha to take you 
to Punta Gallinas. 
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The Wayuu indigenous
people supplement their

income by making
brightly colored woven
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