
Fallen film producer Harvey Weinstein, sen-
tenced to 23 years in prison for rape and
sexual assault, was being transferred to a

jail in northern New York state Wednesday. We-
instein, who turns 68 yesterday, has stayed at
New York’s Rikers Island prison and a Manhat-
tan hospital, where he was treated for chest
pains, since his sentencing on March 11. The
state’s department of corrections said he had
been transferred into its custody on Wednesday
and that he had been assigned to the high-se-
curity Wende Correctional Facility. The prison is
near Buffalo, 350 miles (560 kilometers) north-

west of New York City.
Weinstein will be held there while his physi-

cal and mental needs are assessed before the
department decides in which prison he will serve
out his sentence. Weinstein’s spokesman had
earlier provided inaccurate information about
which prison the ex-movie mogul was being
taken to. Weinstein was convicted in February
of a criminal sexual act in the first degree and
rape in the third degree, while being cleared of
predatory sexual assault charges.

He was convicted of raping ex-actress Jes-
sica Mann in 2013 and of forcibly performing

oral sex on former production assistant Mimi
Haleyi in 2006. Nearly 90 women, including An-
gelina Jolie and Salma Hayek, have leveled sex-
ual misconduct allegations against Weinstein,
the Oscar-winning producer of “Shakespeare in
Love” and numerous other critical and box of-
fice hits.—AFP

L i f e s t y l e  |  M u s i c  &  M o v i e s Friday, March 20, 2020

Friday20

In this file photo Harvey Weinstein
arrives at the Manhattan Criminal

Court in New York City.—AFP 

US author Philip Roth certainly could never have imagined
Donald Trump’s presidency when he wrote “The Plot
Against America.”  But a new TV adaptation of his bleak

2004 novel, which envisions an alternate history of a fascist United
States, certainly suggests a link between fantasy and the current
political reality. David Simon, creator of the acclaimed drug-crime
saga “The Wire,” got the blessing of Roth — who died in 2018 —
before launching into the six-episode HBO series.  “If you read the
novel, it’s startling how allegorical it is to our political moment,”
Simon said in an interview with NPR.

“In some respects, using the past and trying to reference the
past as allegory is your best shot for explaining what has happened
to the American body politic right now.” The show, which began
airing late Monday, offers a giant “what if” — what if aviator hero
(and known fascist sympathizer) Charles Lindbergh had defeated
Franklin D Roosevelt in the 1940 US presidential election?

Alternate history has become a bit of a genre in the era of peak
TV — other examples include the dystopian saga “The Man in the
High Castle” and HBO’s hit series “Watchmen.” But unlike many
other examples, “The Plot Against America” draws uncomfortably
close parallels to real-life events. While Lindbergh was never a Re-
publican White House hopeful, he was a national icon and the face
of the America First Committee, an influential isolationist move-
ment that had as many as 800,000 members advocating that the
US stay out of World War II. The series even rehashes the most
famous speech of the first pilot to fly solo across the Atlantic, in
which he condemned Nazi aggression but accused Jews of want-
ing to drag America into the war. Little by little, the series depicts
the tilt of American society towards fear, racism and violence.

‘Dry run at fascism’ 
Simon — who co-wrote the series with “Wire” collaborator Ed

Burns — sets the tale, as Roth did, in the author’s hometown of
Newark, New Jersey, in the home of an ordinary Jewish family. By
limiting the number of characters, the series stays on point and al-
lows viewers to delve deeper into their motivations and personal-
ities. “Roth’s book is at its most powerful when it’s examining what
the members of this Jewish-American family... do when confronted
by a dry run at fascism in their country,” Simon told NPR. “Every
one of them struggles with that question of, you know, where do
you stand in an America that is transforming itself into something
less than a republic?”

“And that’s kind of where we’re at” in present-day America,
added Simon, a former Baltimore Sun reporter who has also
worked on “Treme” and “The Deuce” for HBO. In 2013, Simon was
approached to work on “Plot,” but he said he declined at the time
because he didn’t think the country was “going that way.” Barack

Obama was in the Oval Office, and Simon believed American so-
ciety seemed to be evolving to be more inclusive, and putting to
rest the specter of racism and segregation. “How wrong I was,” he
said.

Simon gathered an all-star cast to tell the story, including
Winona Ryder as a woman engaged to a rabbi (John Turturro) who
ends up working for Lindbergh and mistakenly believes he can use
his influence to curb his anti-Semitic policies. “I think I’m fairly
convinced not only that it can happen here, but that we are right
now on a road where it will happen here,” Simon said of the path
towards demagoguery, slamming what he called Trump’s “misrule.”
He added that it could happen “unless there is a sufficient level of
awareness of how vulnerable we are and how fragile democracy
actually is.”—AFPDrake has put himself into isolation amid the coron-

avirus crisis. The ‘God’s Plan’ hitmaker has decided
to spend the foreseeable future in quarantine at his

home in Toronto after Nets star Kevin Durant was diag-
nosed with the deadly illness the just days after he partied
with him at Nice Guy in Hollywood. According to the New
York Post newspaper, the basketball team were in Los An-
geles, California, to play the Lakers and, although Kevin
didn’t play as he’s recovering from a torn tendon, he still
managed to party with his teammates. Taking to his Insta-
gram account, the 33-year-old rapper reportedly uploaded
a video, which has since been removed, of his home bas-
ketball court.

He captioned the clip: “My life for the next however
long.” His decision to isolate comes days after Idris Elba
revealed he has tested positive for coronavirus, which has
already infected over 200,000 people worldwide. He said:
“This morning I tested positive for Covid 19. “I feel ok, I
have no symptoms so far but have been isolated since I
found out about my possible exposure to the virus.  Stay
home people and be pragmatic. I will keep you updated on
how I’m doing ... No panic. (sic)” Bond star Olga Kurylenko
- who is best known for starring in ‘Quantum of Solace’ in
2008 - announced on social media that she has also tested
positive for the illness after suffering from the common
symptoms; fever and fatigue.

Alongside an image of a window inside her house, Olga
wrote: “Locked up at home after having tested positive for
Coronavirus. “I’ve actually been ill for almost a week now.
Fever and fatigue are my main symptoms. Take care of
yourself and do take this seriously! (sic)” Fellow Hollywood
star Tom Hanks and his wife Rita Wilson have also been
confirmed to have the virus, with the star recently revealing
he is taking things “one-day-at-a-time” as they recover in
Australia.—BangShowbiz
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