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Kuwait: Grade 12 resumes
August, grades 1-11 in October

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s government decided
yesterday to resume studies for grade 12 by
August and the re-
maining grades in Oc-
tober, part of the
state’s efforts to pre-
serve wellbeing of
students amidst
spread of coronavirus
because health situa-
tion in coming 8-10
weeks remains unsta-
ble. Minister of Edu-
cation and Minister of Higher Education Dr
Saud Al-Harbi, at a joint press conference
with government spokesman Tareq Al-

Mezrem, said some 38,000 students in
grade 12 would resume on August 4. He said

the students would
have 5-6 weeks to
complete modified
curricula until late sep-
tember.

Harbi said grades 1-
11 would resume stud-
ies on October 4. The
start of next academic
year would be in De-
cember, 2020, said

Harbi. He explained expatriate teachers and
staff would be allowed to return to their
countries until before resumption of studies.

Mezrem said closure of public and private
schools, colleges and universities would be
extended and they would reopen on Tues-
day, August 4.

Mezrem, meanwhile, said the government
assigned the Ministry of Commerce and In-
dustry to coordinate with the public author-
ity for industry and Kuwait Airways to
import basic food needs. It also assigned the
Ministry of Defense (MoD) and Ministry of
Health (MoH) to set up a field hospital at the
International Fairs Group as soon as possi-
ble, he said. The government also assigned
the MoD, MoH and relevant authorities to
take legal action against people violating the
communicable disease law, Mezrem added. Government Spokesman Tareq Al-Mezrem

Next academic year starts in December 2020
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KUWAIT: Kuwait National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-
Ghanem said the parliament session, scheduled for Tuesday, will
exclusively discuss draft emergency legislations to scale up the
combat against the novel coronavirus (COVID-19). “The majority
of the other agenda topics of the session will be deferred to dates
to be agreed by the MPs and the Assembly’s Secretariat,” he told
reporters at the Assembly yesterday. The draft laws presented by
the government and MPs, including those relating to the state
budget have been referred to parliamentary ad hoc committees,
he said, noting that the committee would report to the Assembly’s
Secretariat soon.

“In preparation for Tuesday session, the Assembly has en-
forced all safety precautions outlined by the Ministry of Health;
these include bringing down the attendance of the Secretariat
staff to the minimum and cutting short the time of the session,”
Ghanem disclosed. He noted that all attendees at the session will
undergo COVID-19 tests between 12:00 and 14:00 on Sunday,
urging the MPs to set good example for the public and abide by
the precautions for big gatherings. He expressed hope that the
session would agree the necessary laws for addressing the current
health emergency posed by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Ghanem praised as positive the cooperation between the exec-
utive and legislative authorities and the efforts of all state agencies
to overcome the pandemic. On Wednesday, Ghanem said the gov-
ernment tabled a draft amendment to Article 17 of Act 8 (1969) re-

garding the prerequisites of the public health and prevention against
communicable diseases, as well as draft laws to launch an emergency
response fund and a crisis management agency. — KUNA

National Assembly to convene on COVID-19 Tuesday

KUWAIT: National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem speaks
to reporters yesterday. — Photo by Fouad Al-Shaikh
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KUWAIT: The Ministry of Commerce and Industry received 527
complaints over its hotline on Wednesday, while its teams checked
370 pharmacies and stores and issued 97 citations. Three stores
were closed for failure to comply with the law and ministry decisions
taken in precaution against the spread of the coronavirus (COVID-
19). Meanwhile, seven stores that were previously closed for the
same reason were re-opened after their owners signed undertakings
pledging to avoid repeating the violations. The ministry also said
that it monitored 38 ration stores, and checked 15 bakeries, 42
butcher shops, livestock markets, and 104 vegetable stores.

Municipality hotline
Kuwait Municipality received 230 complaints on its WhatsApp

number from March 12-18, Municipality Spokesman Mohammad Al-
Mutairi said. He added that the highest number of complaints was
in Jahra governorate at 56, followed by Ahmadi at 43, while Hawally
and Farwaniya had the same number of complaints at 39, Capital
was fourth at 30 and finally, Mubarak Al-Kabeer at 23 complaints.
He said 50 calls were received over the hotline “139” from citizens
and expats inquiring about decisions and circulars. The emergency
department operates 24 hours and receives complaints through
WhatsApp at 24727732, and through its hotline at 139, he added. In
other news, Kuwait Municipality said Jahra teams carried out a cam-
paign in the governorate covering 71 stores, which resulted in issuing
20 citations for not following hygiene rules, in addition to 11 citations
related to signboards. Separately, the Municipality’s Funerals Affairs
Director Dr Faisal Al-Awadhi said a team of volunteers  washed and
sterilized all cemeteries’ buildings. He said this comes as part of so-
cial contribution to protect mourners and family members.  

Food distribution
The Public Authority for Manpower plans to carry out a cam-

paign to distribute food products to security guards at its 24 build-
ings, Director General Ahmad Al-Mousa said. “This step comes in
appreciation of their efforts as those employees are considered an
important part of the authority,” he said. 

Ministry receives 527
complaints in one day

KUWAIT: Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS) distributed more than 1,270 meals to low-wage workers in Amghara yesterday, in support
of state’s efforts to encourage the public to stay indoors in a bid to prevent the spread of the coronavirus (COVID-19). — KUNA photos


