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KUWAIT: A Kuwaiti woman has been put under quar-
antine after breaching self-isolation at home as a pre-
cautionary measure against coronavirus, the Ministry
of Interior said yesterday. The move came after the
woman had posted a video showing non-compliance
with relevant guidelines by going to the Blood Bank for
donation, the ministry said in a press statement. There-
fore, the ministry urged citizens and residents to follow
all decisions and instructions issued by concerned au-
thorities regarding the fight against the contagious
disease, warning that violators would inevitably face
legal action. 

The Ministry of Interior had affirmed on Wednesday
that it will not tolerate violations of health authorities’
ban of gatherings of people, like wedding receptions,
with the objective of curbing spread of coronavirus.
The Ministry’s public relations department, in a state-
ment to the press, urged the public to abide by resolu-
tions enforcing the ban in a drive to avoid penalties:
either fine or imprisonment. It explained the resolutions
of the health ministry banned wedding reception either
in public or private properties, as well as social gath-
erings except for familiy members. Police forces will
make sure the public abide by the ban and will not tol-
erate violations, it said. — KUNA
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Six new coronavirus cases in
Kuwait, total infections at 148

Three more coronavirus patients recover
KUWAIT: Six new cases of the novel coron-
avirus (COVID-19) were discovered in Kuwait
within the last 24 hours, bringing the total of in-
fections to 148, the Health Ministry said yester-
day. In a press conference, Health Ministry
Spokesman Dr Abdullah Al-Sanad revealed that
out of the 148 in total, 18 cases recovered and 130
are still receiving treatment. He indicated that
there are five cases still in the ICU with two sta-
ble and three in critical conditions. Some 574 in-
dividuals had finished the quarantine period, he
affirmed.

Meanwhile, Dr Sanad indicated that number
of swipe tests in Kuwait exceeded 14,000. Yes-
terday alone, more than 1,000 of such tests were
conducted. He renewed an appeal to everyone to
heed resolutions released by the Kuwaiti Cabi-
net, the Ministry of Health and other official de-
partments, stressing on necessity of staying at

home, minimizing interaction with others, ab-
staining from gathering, in addition to adhering
to quarantine, both at home or the specialized
hospitals or other prepared places.

Citing reports by the World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) and other concerned agencies, Dr
Sabah has re-affirmed that there are 166 global
networks facing coronavirus, adding that total
number of infections worldwide reached
198,000, cases outside China 117,000 and those
inside the giant Asian nation 80,000. As to the
22-state Middle East, including Kuwait, he said
only three countries in the region did not declare
infections with the virus.

Moreover, there are 19 regional states with
confirmed contamination cases, with the total
number hitting 19,000, against 5,618 recovery
cases. Globally, those who survived the disease
amounted to 82,000. He confirmed a WHO re-

port noting that several states were cooperating
to produce a vaccine to rid the human race of
COVID-19. Another positive indication men-
tioned by Dr Sanad was a fresh declaration by
China that all 34 infection cases recorded in the
nation over the past 24 hours were related to
travel. 

In the meantime, Minister of Health Sheikh Dr
Basel Al-Sabah announced yesterday that three
more patients recovered from the coronavirus
(COVID-19), bringing the total number to 18. In re-
marks to the press, Sheikh Basel said analyses and
laboratory x-ray tests proved that the three cases
were cured of the virus. The recovered would be
shifted to the recuperation ward of the hospital
specialized for treating the COVID-19 patients,
pending discharge during the coming days, he
added. The three recovered are two Kuwaiti
women and one Iranian national. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Health Ministry Spokesman Dr Abdul-
lah Al-Sanad speaks during yesterday’s press
conference. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait Foreign Minister Sheikh
Dr Ahmad Nasser Mohammad Al-Sabah
said Wednesday that relevant government
ministries were coordinating return of cit-
izens from aborad. “We held many meet-
ings with ministries of health, education
and defense to coordinate return of citi-
zens from abroad,” Sheikh Ahmad said in
remarks to Kuwait TV as part of the gov-
ernment’s efforts to bring back citizens
from countries facing spread of coron-
avirus. He said there were between 55,000
and 60,000 Kuwaitis abroad and efforts

were underway to bring them. “I renew the
call on people who did not contact the
diplomatic missions to do so in order to
register their information” to facilitate their
return, said Sheikh Ahmad. He said they
have a short-term plan towards end of this
month.

Sheikh Ahmad acknowledged this issue
was of great concern to families of Kuwaiti
citizens abroad, but assured the govern-
ment was doing its utmost best to bring
them back. He noted that His Highness the
Amir was instructing the government to

take care of the citizens.  He said every-
body was following instructions issued by
the health authorities. “We are following
instructions of health authorities and to
protect the country from harm” he said,
and cited how health systems in advanced
countries collapsed in the face of the huge
number of coronavirus patients. “I once
again urge people to abide by health reg-
ulations, containment helps in curbing the
virus. As long as the health system is intact
this will help in containment,” said the
Kuwaiti top diplomat. — KUNA

Govt coordinates Kuwaitis’ return from abroad

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Kuwait National Guard Under-
secretary Lt Gen Hashem Al-Refae in-
spected the force responsible for securing

the two quarantine centers in Joan and
Seashell Julaiah, which have been allocated
to host people returning from abroad as a
precautionary measure against the poten-
tial spread of the coronavirus (COVID-19).

Lt Gen Refae conveyed greetings of Kuwait
National Guard Chief HH Sheikh Salem Al-
Ali Al-Sabah and Deputy Chief Sheikh Me-
shaal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah for their
role in combating the spread of the virus.
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