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Zain Vice Chairman and Group CEO Bader Al-Kharafi

KUWAIT: The Zain Group Annual General Meeting (AGM) 
was held yesterday at the Zain Group’s headquarters in Kuwait, 
attended with a quorum of 69.95 percent that approved the rec-
ommended cash dividend of 33 percent (33 fils per share) to the 
shareholders already registered in the company’s record date of 
5 April 2020. Cash dividends will be paid to shareholders com-
mencing 9 April 2020. 

Additionally, a first by any corporate entity in Kuwait, the 
AGM approved Zain’s adoption of a minimum cash dividend 
policy of 33 fils per share for three years, commencing 2019. 

Furthermore, the AGM elected the Board of Directors for 
the next three years. The incoming Board members now con-
stitute the following:  Ahmed Tahous Al-Tahous, 
Representative of the Kuwait investment Authority; Bader 
Nasser Al-Kharafi, Elected; Yousef Khalid Abdul Razzaq, 
Representative of the Kuwait investment Authority; Talal bin 
Said Al-Mamari, Representative of Fajer Al Nasim for selling 
and buying stocks and bonds; Zaki Hilal Saud Al-Busaidi, 
Representative of Jawhara Al-Jeblah for buying and selling 
Stocks and bonds; Atef bin Saeed bin Rashid Al-Siyabi, 
Representative of Abeer Al-Shorouq for selling and buying 
stocks and bonds; Abdullah Salem Abdullah Al-Harthy, 
Representative of Naseem Al-Delta For buying and selling 
stocks and bonds; Martial Antoine Marcel Caratti, 
Representative of Dana Al-Qebla for selling and buying stocks 
and bonds; Abdulrahman Mohammad Ibrahim Al-Asfour, 
Independent. ( See Pages 33-34)

Zain breaks ground 
with live streamed AGM

By B Izzak  
 
KUWAIT: The council of ministers 
yesterday extended the closure of 
schools and universities until August 4 
as part of its measures to prevent the 
spread of the coronavirus, but the gov-
ernment has not taken a decision on 
imposing curfew. 

Education Minister Saud Al-Harbi 
said the decision applies to public and 
private schools and that expat teachers 
can leave to their home countries and 
that the government will guarantee the 
payment of their salaries in full. 

The minister said that the next school 
year will begin in December 2020, 
adding that the issue of payment of 
remaining fees to private schools has 
not been raised yet. Government 

spokesman Tareq Al-Mazrem said that 
students in August will complete what 
remains of the school year. 

Following a meeting yesterday, the 
cabinet called on the ministries of inte-
rior and health to step up the imple-
mentation of orders and penalties 
against violators of government direc-
tives regarding the coronavirus. But 
Mazrem said the cabinet did not 
declare curfew but it remains an option 
and will be imposed when the health 
authorities see it is necessary. The cabi-
net also ordered the defense and health 
ministries to prepare the international 
fair grounds as a field hospital in case it 
is needed to treat coronavirus cases. 

Meanwhile, Speaker of the National 
Assembly Marzouq Al-Ghanem said 
the assembly will hold its session on 

March 24 in order to approve two draft 
laws to toughen penalties on those who 
violate government directives or delib-
erately spread the disease. Another bill 
deals with delaying court cases and 
petitions until after the crisis. Ghanem 
said that the session will be brief and 
only MPs and a small number of 
employees will attend and all will have 
to test for the coronavirus on Sunday. 

The ministry of health meanwhile 
announced six new cases of coronavirus 
raising the total to 148. The health minis-
ter announced that three more cases 
recovered to bring the total to up to 18. 
Of the new cases, four have returned 
from UK, two came in contact with the 
returnees, one of them a Filipina maid. 

Of the 130 cases receiving treatment, 
five are at the intensive care unit with 
three of them in critical condition, 
according to the ministry. As many as 
574 people have been released from 
quarantines. Health ministry spokesman 
Abdullah Al-Sanad said that the ministry 
has tested 35,000 expatriates for the 
virus and “some have shown symptoms 
of the disease” without providing fur-
ther details about numbers. 

In the meantime, MPs yesterday 
stepped up pressure on the government 
to declare the end of the school year by 
promoting students to the next grade. 
MP Saadoun Hammad said the decision 
will allow some 800,000 expat teachers 
and their families to leave for their home 
countries, thus reducing pressure on the 
country’s health system. 

Kuwait closes  
schools till August 

KUWAIT: Government spokesman Tareq Al-Mazrem speaks during a press confer-
ence yesterday as Education Minister Saud Al-Harbi looks on.

• Applied MoH social distancing standards 
• Innovative, digital solution to global crisis


