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Ghanem also said the government has sent 

amendments to a law that governs penalties during 
epidemics like the coronavirus, as authorities want 
to stiffen penalties. He said the amendments stipu-
late a five-year jail term and a fine between KD 
10,000 and KD 50,000 for infected patients who 
deliberately transmit the disease to others. The 
amendments also cover people who do not comply 
with official directives. The speaker said he will 
consult with the Assembly office and MPs on the 
need to hold an emergency session of the Assembly 
to approve urgent legislation, but only after taking 
necessary health precautions.  

Ghanem said the meeting with Aqeel discussed a 
number of issues including strategic food reserves 
at cooperative societies, the issue of expatriate 
workers and sending home expats who are willing 
to go. The speaker praised the effort of some expa-
triates who are standing on the frontline in counter-
ing the disease alongside Kuwaitis. The issue of ille-
gal expats was also raised with the minister. MP 
Saleh Abul said lawmakers also raised with the min-
ister the issue of asking charity societies to provide 
food and assistance to needy expatriates who may 
have lost their jobs as a result of the shutdown. 

Aqeel said yesterday teams have been formed 
that will check on people violating home quarantine 
to take necessary legal action against them. Aqeel, 
also Minister of State for Economic Affairs, said in a 
press statement that people instructed to stay in 
home quarantine went to their workplaces in viola-
tion of instructions, which will trigger the closure of 
these places and penalizing of these persons.  

Meanwhile, Aqeel said an EgyptAir flight left 
Kuwait International Airport yesterday with 298 
passengers on board, including 96 Egyptian depor-
tees. Administrative procedures were taken against 
the 96 deportees while the other passengers had 
expired visas or wanted to leave willingly, she told 
KUNA at the airport after supervising the deporta-
tion process.  

“Some deportees had violated recent Cabinet 
decrees regarding preventive measures to halt the 
spread of the novel coronavirus, while others had 
violated residency and labor laws. They were 

arrested in a crackdown jointly carried out by 
quadripartite taskforce representing the ministry of 
interior, the Public Authority of Manpower, Kuwait 
Municipality and the ministry of commerce and 
industry,” the minister revealed.  

The government of Kuwait footed the bill of the 
tickets of the deportees, Aqeel said, affirming the 
commitment of all state agencies in taking the nec-
essary measures against law violators, particularly 
when it comes to the precautions against COVID-
19. The minister reminded all expatriates in Kuwait 
of the need to commit themselves to the provisions 
of law and the safety guidelines or face legal meas-
ures. Aqeel applauded the cooperation of state 
agencies that arranged for the deportation process, 
notably the ministries of interior and foreign affairs, 
PAM and the Directorate General of Civil Aviation. 

The ministry of health yesterday reported 12 new 
coronavirus cases, raising the total number to 142. 
The 12 new cases include six Kuwaitis, an American 
resident and a Spanish resident who had all been to 
Britain. Sheikh Basel announced that three more 
coronavirus cases have recovered, bringing total 
recoveries to 15. Of the remaining cases, four are 
receiving treatment at the intensive care unit.  

The health ministry warned yesterday against 
fraud committed by some people selling unautho-
rized coronavirus testing devices, saying an expatri-
ate was arrested for doing so. The ministry “is the 
only authority in the state that carries out tests 
under the supervision of specialized medical staff,” 
Dr Abdullah Al-Bader, Assistant Undersecretary for 
Pharmaceutical and Food Supervision, said in a 
statement. He reaffirmed that MoH did not authorize 
any local company or pharmacy to sell coronavirus 
testing devices.  

Bader said MoH is coordinating with health min-
istries in GCC countries to authorize the official 
testing devices. He said the expatriate was arrested 
because he was selling unauthorized testing devices 
at very high prices on social media. He said MoH 
informed the ministry of interior, which arrested the 
person and referred him to prosecution.  

Yesterday, the inter ior  ministry warned 
against hiring domestic workers paid by the hour 
as part of nationwide measures to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19. The ministry’s assistant 
secretary for residency affairs Maj Gen Talal 
Maarafi said this segment of the workforce has a 
chance of contracting the virus and spreading it 
due to the nature of their work. Maarafi asked 
people to inform competent authorities concern-
ing this matter.
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 circumstances, because despite the efforts of the 

Kuwaiti government in this regard, resuming school 
will not be favored by the public because of par-
ents’ fear and concerns about their children’s health.  

“A survey was conducted by the union and a 
majority of parents were in favor of concluding the 
school year and considering the first semester 
results as final results,” the union explained. It said 
more problems will impede the resumption of 
schools, such as students’ reluctance to attend due 
to the fear of infections and the fact that resuming 
school will lead to crowding, which will help the 
virus spread. Finally, the union stressed that in case 
schools resume on March 29 or if the suspension is 
extended till mid-April, this will prolong the school 
year, increase power consumption and negatively 

affect the next academic year’s schedules.  
But the Kuwait Society for Education Quality 

called for completing school curriculums and not 
using any excuses not to do so, especially in view of 
the possibility of extending the school suspension. 
“We will have enough time to make up for lost time 
during the summer, even if this leads to cancelling a 
semester or two the following summer,” the society 
said in a statement, noting that this is a must to 
ensure the quality of academic achievement in 
schools, universities and applied education colleges, 
as they are the foundation of readying youth capa-
ble of building their nations at all times. 

The society hailed the attitudes of teachers who 
prioritized the love of Kuwait, the future of its chil-
dren and the soundness of the educational process 
by not calling to settle for what has been already 
taught and not extending school during the summer 
to protect their own interests. In addition, the socie-
ty urged the Cabinet and Harbi not to compromise 
the quality of academic achievement and to set a 
clear plan to resume and complete the teaching of 
curricula even at the expense of part or the entire 
summer to make up for time lost in this semester. 
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 increase of 18 percent,” said Fernando Simon, the 

health ministry’s emergencies coordinator.  Over the 
same 24-hour period, the number of deaths rose to 
598, an increase of 107, a government statement 
showed, giving a higher figure than that initially 
announced by Simon. Madrid remains the worst-hit 
area, accounting for 5,637 cases, or 41 percent of 
the infections in Spain, while the number of deaths 
there rose to 390 deaths - around two-thirds of the 
national total.  

Iran said its novel coronavirus death toll sur-
passed 1,000 yesterday as President Hassan 
Rouhani defended the response of his administra-
tion, which has yet to impose a lockdown. The 
COVID-19 outbreak in sanctions-hit Iran is one of 
the deadliest for any country outside China, where 
the disease originated. Rouhani’s government 
reported another 147 deaths - a record high for a 
single day in the month since it announced the emer-
gence of the disease. The virus has now killed 1,135 
people in Iran out of 17,361 cases of infection based 
on official figures. 

The health ministry said 5,710 people have over-
come the virus. One person who recovered was a 
103-year-old woman, state news agency IRNA 
reported, despite overwhelming evidence that the 
elderly are the most at risk. The unnamed woman 
had been hospitalized in the central city of Semnan 
for about a week. But she was “discharged after 
making a complete recovery”, Semnan University 
of Medical Sciences head Navid Danayi was quot-
ed as saying. 

As the specter of a deep global recession looms 
large, London and Washington announced massive 
economic stimulus packages after coming under fire 
over their response to the crisis. But financial mar-
kets were unimpressed, with US, European and 
Asian stocks all sinking yesterday. And the 
International Labor Organization warned that the 
pandemic could leave up to 25 million more people 
out of work and drastically slash workers’ incomes.  

US President Donald Trump said the White House 
was discussing a “substantial” spending bill with 
Congress that would include immediate cash pay-
ments to Americans. Yesterday Trump promised 
more “very important” news from the Food and 
Drug Administration to be announced at a press 
conference later, calling the illness the “Chinese 
Virus” - a term that irks Beijing.  

The EU warned of long-term ripples from the 
virus as it imposed its new travel restrictions, the 

most significant emergency measure from Brussels, 
which has struggled to develop a unified response. 
EU Commission chief Ursula von der Leyen told 
Germany’s Bild newspaper that politicians had ini-
tially underestimated the virus threat. “But now it is 
clear that this is a virus that will keep us busy for a 
long time yet,” she said. “We understand that meas-
ures that seemed drastic two or three weeks ago, 
need to be taken now.” 

Within the bloc some countries have sealed bor-
ders, while bars, restaurants and most shops have 
closed their doors until further notice, grinding life in 
Europe’s normally bustling cities to a halt. Some 850 
million youngsters have been kept home globally - 
about half the world’s student population - accord-
ing to UNESCO. “The scale and speed of the school 
and university closures represents an unprecedent-
ed challenge for the education sector,” it said.  

Trump said the US-Canada border would close 
for all non-essential travel - but assured trade would 
continue unfettered - building on a previous ban on 
most visitors from Europe and China. In the US 
itself, Maryland became the latest state to delay 
presidential election primaries and New York City is 
considering curfews. Australia’s government urged 
citizens to not travel abroad and banned gatherings 
of more than 100 people as cases topped 500. 

The World Health Organization called for 
“aggressive” action in Southeast Asia to combat the 
virus after it was largely spared the alarming number 
of cases clocked elsewhere in the region early on. 
Malaysia has already banned travellers from over-
seas, while Vietnam has blocked visitors from several 
European nations. 

The WHO has called for every suspected coron-
avirus case to be tested, though many countries, 
especially in Europe, are only screening those who 
require hospitalization or who are very sick. Asian 
hotspots China and South Korea have seen new 
infections and deaths level out in recent weeks - 
China reported just one new domestic case for the 
second consecutive day. 

Africa, with its fragile healthcare systems, has 
also recorded nearly 600 cases - with numbers 
quickly climbing in South Africa - and Burkina Faso 
reported the first confirmed death in sub-Saharan 
Africa. Latin America has more than 1,100 recorded 
infections and the continent’s most populated coun-
try Brazil announced its first fatality. 

Every sector from tourism to food to aviation is 
affected as the global economy effectively goes 
into shutdown. Major world airlines have axed 
almost all flights temporarily, triggering pleas to 
help carriers survive. The outbreak has also shred-
ded the global sporting and cultural calendar. In 
football, The European and Copa America champi-
onships have been postponed until next year, and 
the French Open tennis tournament has been 
delayed to the autumn. — AFP 
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Yemen, ravaged by an ongoing war described by 

the United Nations as the world’s worst humanitarian 
crisis, has not yet registered any COVID-19 cases. 
Unlike neighboring Gulf countries, Yemen has not 
taken drastic measures to prevent the virus’ spread, 
but is also less vulnerable to imported virus cases, 
with swathes of the country under siege and air links 
severely curtailed. The women have nonetheless 
stepped up to help. Fighting between the Saudi-
backed government and the Iran-aligned Houthi 
rebels has crippled the economy and healthcare sys-
tem, making their intervention especially timely. 

The storied Chinese-designed factory opened in 
1967 producing cotton, which was a major contributor 
to Yemen’s economy in the 1970s, making garments 
including army uniforms before shuttering in 2005. 
Parts of the complex have been damaged in airstrikes 
while others have become dilapidated. Abdullah 
Shaiban, the factory’s chairman, hopes the crisis prepa-
rations will see the site achieve its “full potential”. 
“There is a great demand for this kind of mask, which 
people use to protect their health,” he told AFP. “We 
transformed a section of the sewing department that 

manufactures clothes into one that produces masks.” 
He was hopeful that with 80 machines, the plant 

could make 8,000 to 10,000 masks daily. Another 
factory in Sanaa is now manufacturing hand sanitizer. 
The World Health Organization confirmed Tuesday 
there were no registered cases in Yemen. It said it 
was working with authorities in Sanaa and the south-
ern city of Aden - where the government has been 
based after the rebels seized control of the capital in 
2014 - to screen people entering the country. 

“The virus does not respect borders,” said Yemen’s 
WHO representative Altaf Musani. “There is a shortfall 
in the number of tests... we’re about to increase... test-
ing capability.” Musani added the WHO had distributed 
protective kit, including masks and gloves, but not 
“nearly enough”, and was working to get more. Back at 
the factory, Shaiban said some opportunistic market 
traders had hiked imported mask prices to a level unre-
alistic for ordinary Yemenis. “This is not something we 
accept,” Shaiban said. “There must be an ethical, moral, 
religious and humane approach.” 

Millions are struggling to survive without aid and 
three million are displaced, many in camps especially 
vulnerable to diseases like COVID-19. In Sanaa, the 
Iran-backed Houthi insurgents who control the capital 
and large parts of the north have suspended school 
classes as cases in nearby countries soar. Nearly 1,000 
cases have been recorded across the six Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) nations - mostly among 
those returning from Iran where nearly 1,000 people 
have died. — AFP 
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The new coronavirus was detectable for up to 

four hours on copper and two to three days on 
plastic and stainless steel, and for up to 24 hours 
on cardboard. 

The team used a nebulizer to simulate a person 
coughing or sneezing, and found that the virus 
became an aerosol - meaning its particles became 
suspended in the air - making it detectable for 
almost three hours. The study was first posted on a 
medical pre-print website last week before it was 
peer-reviewed, and attracted much attention, 
including some criticism from scientists who said 
that it may have overstated the airborne threat. 

The virus is predominantly transmitted by respi-
ratory droplets and in this form it is viable for only a 
few seconds after a person coughs or sneezes. 
Critics questioned whether a nebulizer accurately 
mimicked a human cough or sneeze. That said, there 
is other evidence to suggest it can become an 
aerosol, albeit in rare circumstances.  

A Chinese paper that was posted last week and 

is awaiting peer-review found an aerosolized form 
of the new coronavirus was present in the bath-
rooms of patients in a Wuhan hospital, as the virus 
is shed in stools. An aerosolized form of SARS was 
responsible for infecting hundreds of people in a 
Hong Kong apartment complex in 2003, when a 
sewage line leaked on to a ceiling fan creating a 
virus-laden plume. 

The team behind the NEJM study performed 
similar tests on the SARS virus, finding the two 
viruses behave similarly. But their similar viability 
fails to explain why the novel coronavirus pan-
demic has infected close to 200,000 people and 
caused almost 8,000 deaths, while the SARS epi-
demic infected about 8,000 and killed nearly 800. 

“This indicates that differences in the epi-
demiologic characterist ics of these viruses 
probably arise from other factors, including high 
viral loads in the upper respiratory tract and the 
potential for persons infected with SARS-CoV-2 
to shed and transmit the virus while asympto-
matic,” wrote the researchers. SARS-CoV-2 is 
the technical name for the new coronavirus. The 
findings affirm guidance from public health pro-
fessionals regarding social distancing, avoiding 
touching the face, covering your cough or 
sneeze and frequently disinfecting objects using 
cleaning sprays or wipes.  — AFP 

Coronavirus can  
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DETROIT: In this file photo taken on March 9, 2020, Democratic presidential candidate former Vice President Joe 
Biden gestures as he speaks during a campaign rally at Renaissance High School. — AFP

WASHINGTON: Leftist Bernie Sanders was 
reviewing the future of his campaign for the White 
House yesterday after Democratic rival Joe Biden 
soundly defeated him in the latest primaries and 
took a strong lead toward winning the Democratic 
presidential nomination. With the global coronavirus 
epidemic forcing more states to postpone primaries 
and both candidates to halt public rallies and turn to 
virtual campaigning, former frontrunner Sanders was 
under pressure to bow out of the race and let Biden 
focus on the November election fight against 
President Donald Trump. 

“The next primary contest is at least three weeks 
away,” said Sanders’ campaign manager Faiz Shakir 
in a statement. “Sen Sanders is going to be having 
conversations with supporters to assess his cam-
paign.” Political moderate and former vice president 
Biden, 77, swept all three of Tuesday’s contests, 
building a solid lead in delegates to the party’s July 
nominating convention. 

Biden handily trounced Sanders in each of 
Tuesday’s battlegrounds. In the biggest prize of 
Florida, Biden grabbed 62 percent of the vote against 
23 percent for 78-year-old Sanders. In Illinois, Biden 
topped 59 percent to Sanders’ 36 percent, and in 
Arizona, Biden came in almost 44 percent to Sanders’ 
nearly 32 percent, while former New York mayor 
Michael Bloomberg, who has already withdrawn from 
the race, came in a distant third. Biden has now won 
19 of the 24 contests, with just over half to be held. 

The victories underscored Biden’s position as the 
party’s frontrunner and the eagerness of Democratic 
leaders and party rank and file to come together 
around a moderate flag bearer, to challenge Trump. 
According to a count by RealClearPolitics, Biden has 
racked up 1,153 delegates to Sanders’ 874, with 1,991 
needed to capture the nomination. Given Biden’s 
substantial lead in national opinion polls among 
Democrats and in many of the states yet to hold pri-
maries, Sanders faces a very steep battle to overtake 
his rival. 

Former Democratic Senator Claire McCaskill 

urged Sanders to drop out. “I think it is time,” she 
told MSNBC. “Bernie’s going to have plenty of dele-
gates and power to influence the platform,” she said, 
referring to the party’s policy principles to be 
declared at its July convention. Biden said he was 
closer to securing the nomination and was building 
“a broad coalition” that the party requires to defeat 
Trump. “The next president will have to salvage our 
reputation, rebuild confidence in our leadership, and 
mobilize our country and our allies to rapidly meet 
new challenges - like future pandemics. We need a 
leader who will be ready on day one,” he said in a 
tweet yesterday.  

 
Trump taunt  

From the White House, Trump taunted the 
Democrats, repeating his accusation that the party 
elite sabotaged Sanders - whom the president’s own 
campaign views as the weaker potential opponent in 
the November contest. The Democratic National 
Committee “will have gotten their fondest wish and 
defeated Bernie Sanders, far ahead of schedule”, 
Trump tweeted. “Now they are doing everything 
possible to be nice to him in order to keep his sup-
porters. Bernie has given up, just like he did last time. 
He will be dropping out soon!” he said, referring to 
Sanders’ failed fight for the nomination in 2016. 
Trump also appeared to be attempting to rile up 
Sanders’ supporters, whose willingness to transfer 
their support to Biden could be crucial in the 
November contest. 

By all accounts it is an astonishing change of for-
tune for Biden, whose campaign was left for dead 
just one month ago after poor showings in early vot-
ing states. Political analyst David Axelrod concluded 
that Sanders was a mortally wounded candidate. 
“No Dem has ever come back from anything like this 
deficit,” tweeted Axelrod, chief strategist for Barack 
Obama’s two successful presidential campaigns. 

Sanders has struggled against perceptions that 
he is too far left to defeat Trump. He admitted as 
much last week when he said that Democratic vot-
ers have told him they back his agenda of health-
care for all and battling income disparities, but they 
were voting for Biden because the former vice 
president has a better chance of winning back the 
White House. In Florida, voter Cristina Grand, 56, a 
psychologist originally from Venezuela, said 
Sanders lost Florida, home to tens of thousands of 
Cuban refugees, because he refused to criticize 
Havana and Fidel Castro. — AFP 

Sanders to ‘assess’  
campaign as Biden  
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