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he ‘Luther’ star announced on Tuesday he
had tested positive for the virus and has
given fans an update on his condition. He
shared: “Yesterday was good and bad. Bad

because I tested positive, but it was also good because
it opened up a lot of conversation around it. I think it
made it a lot more real for some people. Definitely
made it more real for me and my family. There was so
many positive responses to, you know, me talking

about it. Some negative too. But there were some defi-
nite positive ones. I certainly felt ... “My wife and I felt
like it was the right thing to do, to share it with you
guys. Right now though, I am feeling okay. Woke up
this morning, didn’t have any symptoms. My voice is a
little tired ... checking my fever twice a day. Feel good,
feel okay. Been doing a lot of reading about it. You
know, asymptomatic is what comes up.” And the 47-
year-old actor assured his wife Sabrina Dhowre is

doing good too and has now been tested for coron-
avirus, too. He added in his own post: “Sabrina’s good
too. Sabrina today finally managed to get a test, and
we’re thankful for that. Generally, Sabrina‘s fine.
Nervous of course. Worried. Just for clarification,
Sabrina wanted to be by my side. We calculated that
risk and decided to be together. Hope you guys can
understand that.”

T

ustin Bieber has urged people to self-iso-
late amidst the coronavirus. The ‘Yummy’
hitmaker took to Instagram to encourage
his fans to practice social distancing, telling

them their “grandparents are counting on us”. He
shared to Instagram: “Obviously this is a really scary
time ... I wanted to remind everyone what we can do
when we come together!! LETS COME TOGETHER
BY ISOLATING OURSELVES UNTIL WE HAVE
MORE ANSWERS! Our grandparents are counting on
us (sic)” And Justin isn’t the only person raising aware-
ness of the devastating affects of coronavirus to young
people as Ariana Grande recently urged her fans to
take the coronavirus pandemic more seriously and
shared her frustration at those who have the “mindset”
of “we will be fine, because we’re young”. 

J

eese Witherspoon was “assaulted and
harassed” as a young actress. The ‘Big Little
Lies’ star has opened up about what she
went through when she was younger and

thinks social media has helped people open up about
their own experiences, and thus encouraged others to
talk too. She said: “Bad things happened to me. I was
assaulted, harassed. It wasn’t isolated. I recently had a
journalist ask me about it. She said, Well, why didn’t
you speak up sooner? And I thought, that’s so inter-
esting to talk to someone who experienced those
things and then judge them for the way they decide to
speak about them. You tell your story in your own time
when you’re ready. But the shame that she tried to put
on me was unreal, and then she wrote about how self-
ish I was for not bringing it up sooner. There wasn’t a
public reckoning 25 years ago when this stuff hap-

pened to me. There wasn’t a forum to speak about it
either. Social media has created a new way for people
to express themselves that I didn’t have. That’s the
great strength in power and numbers. I think we have a
lot of judgment and that’s unfortunate because we’re
all tender-footed in these new times. We’re trying to
find our identity.” And the 43-year-old actress recalled
how she used to be the only woman on a set of 150
men with “maybe” a couple of women in wardrobe.
Speaking to the April issue of Vanity Fair magazine,
she added: “I can remember being in pictures in which
I was the only woman on the set and there would be
150 men. Maybe there would be a couple of women in
wardrobe. I remember when I was a kid I would find
them and cling to them.”

anessa Hudgens has come under fire
for saying deaths from coronavirus
was “inevitable”. The ‘High School
Musical’ star was forced to back-

track on comments she made online after US
President Donald Trump said it may take until
July for everything to get back normal. She said
on Monday (16.03.20): “Until July sounds like a
bunch of ****. I’m sorry, but like it’s a virus, I
get it, I respect it. Even if everybody gets it, like
yeah, people are going to die which is terrible,
but inevitable? I don’t know, maybe I shouldn’t
be doing this right now.” And she has now
shared on her Instagram story: “It’s a crazy
time, it’s a crazy, crazy time and I am at home
and in lockdown and that’s what I hope you
guys are doing too. Yeah I don’t take this situa-
tion lightly, by any means, I am home.”

Meanwhile, Justin Bieber is just one of a num-
ber of stars who have spoken out amidst the
coronavirus pandemic, urging people to self-
isolate and practice social distancing as our
“grandparents are counting on us”. Whilst
Blake Lively and Ryan Reynolds have donated
$1 million to foodbanks in North America to
help support their coronavirus relief efforts. He
wrote in an Instagram post: “Covid-19 has bru-
tally impacted older adults and low income
families. Blake and I are donating $1 million to
be split between Feeding America and Food
Banks Canada. If you can give, these orgs need
our help. Take care of your bodies and hearts.
Leave room for joy. Call someone who’s isolat-
ed and might need connection. (sic)”

V

he music producer - who has worked with
the likes of Ozzy Osbourne, Liam Gallagher
and wrote hits for Justin Bieber, Post
Malone and Cardi B - revealed through

social media he has COVID-19. Writing on his
Instagram, he said: “12 days ago, early morning of
March 6th, I started feeling like I was hit by a bus, I
couldn’t move out of my bed for days and started to
run a fever. I was seen by a doctor at my house who
told me I am positive for the regular flu and there’s no
way I could have COVID-19 as I haven’t left the coun-
try and all I do is go to the studio and go straight
home. I was put on Tamiflu and constant Tylenol to
fight the fever ... but the chills, swears, and fevers did
not stop, I started to become delusional and then
began the dry cough ... I immediately rushed to the
emergency room and begged to be tested for COVID-
19 as this ‘flu’ was not subsiding. I was turned down for

the test because of federal regulations. I begged and
pleaded to be evaluated and finally was given a chest x
ray ... the results of which were viral pneumonia ... but
still ... no test. (sic)” Andrew is now recovering and has
urged others to social distance for the sake of their
older relatives. He added: “I am laid out in bed chug-
ging Gatorade and using an oxygen machine to give
my lungs as much relief as possible. I can’t stress this
enough ... this is not a joke. Stay inside, stay sanitized.
Please stop everything and take care of yourselves
And the people you love around you, until we are all
through this. To have this mentality ‘I’m young this
can’t affect me’ is just straight up stupid and so dan-
gerous to everyone around you. Social distancing is to
protect someone’s mom and dad, someone’s grand-
mother ... it’s not about you. (sic)”.

T

he annual music event - which was set to
take place on April 29 at the MGM Grand
Garden Arena in Las Vegas - has been
pushed back as the world battles the coro-

navirus pandemic. Producers said in a statement: “In
accordance with the current guidelines set forth by
national and local health officials and in order to
ensure the health and safety of our artists, fans, guests
and staff - we are postponing the Billboard Music
Awards. For more than two decades, the Billboard
Music Awards has honoured the best in music based
on the Billboard charts, and we look forward to cele-
brating the incredible artists who topped those charts
over the last year.” Kelly Clarkson was due to return as
host of the music awards show, and had previously
shared her excitement at being put in charge of pro-
ceedings for the third year running. She said at the
time: “I’m thrilled to be back with my Billboard family. I
love being part of an event that celebrates our greatest
artists and entertains our fans. This a night of music
that you won’t want to miss!” In 2019, the 37-year-old
singer kicked off the show with a musical medley of
the year’s biggest hits. The ‘Behind These Hazel Eyes’
hitmaker walked through the audience, taking a seat
next to actor Terry Crews and discussed Taylor Swift
and Brandon Urie’s show-opening performance of
‘Me!’ Thereafter, Kelly was ejected by former New
England Patriots star Rob Gronkowski, who claimed he
was a security guard and she was in a seat needed by
Florida Georgia Line. But when the country stars
claimed they didn’t recognise the evening’s host, Kelly
said: “Oh, you got jokes, you got jokes? Okay. I’ll
prove it.” The pop star was then joined by a guitarist
and back-up singers and performed the duo’s hit
‘Meant to Be’, before making her way to Ella Mai for a
chorus of ‘Boo’d Up’. Kelly subsequently climbed on
stage and was joined by dancers as she sang snatches
of tracks, including Maroon 5’s ‘Girls Like You’, a
country take on Zedd’s ‘The Middle’, Calvin Harris and
Dua Lipa’s ‘One Kiss’, Panic! At The Disco’s ‘High
Hopes’, as well as an impressive take on Cardi B’s ‘I
Like It’.

T

imothee Chalamet has been left “heartbro-
ken” by the coronavirus pandemic. The 24-
year-old actor has been particularly hit
hard by the “stories” he’s heard coming out

of Crema in Italy - the hardest hit country in Europe -
where he filmed 2017’s ‘Call Me By Your Name’. He
wrote on Twitter: “I’m thinking of EVERYONE in
hotspots right now, young and old, but CREMA - my
heart is with you, I can’t believe this is happening.
Heartbroken at these stories I’m reading, in locations I
know!! Please try to stay safe (sic)” The movie indus-
try has been deeply impacted by the global outbreak,
with many film sets being abandoned and movie
release dates being postponed. The ‘Beautiful Boy’ star
previously said he cherished his time working on the
coming-of-age LGBTQ+ movie. He previously admit-
ted he doesn’t think he’ll ever have an “immersive” act-
ing experience like ‘Call Me By Your Name’ again.
Timothee starred alongside Armie Hammer and spent
months with the actor biking and bonding around Italy,
and Chalamet said the relationship that blossomed is
precious. He said: “I don’t think I’ll have an acting
experience as immersive as that. I came of age as an
actor during my time with Armie. The relationship that
blossomed out of it is the most precious gift.” ‘Call Me
By Your Name’ - which is based on the novel of the
same name - follows the story of a young Italian man
named Elio (Timothee) who meets Oliver (Armie) after
he visits the country to stay at his parents’ villa. The
pair then develop a passionate relationship, as they
bond over their shared Jewish heritage and their sexu-
ality. Timothee had to act in Italian despite coming
from a French background but believes his “cultural
dissociation” helped him nail Elio’s character. He said:
“Your personality changes when you’re using a second
language. Certainly for me, my command of the lan-
guage wasn’t as strong [as my English], it doesn’t come
to me so easily. “And by the nature of it, I think, the
way people carry themselves in France, compared to
New York, I became a little more deferential.—Bang
Showbiz
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