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KUWAIT: The entrance to the Friday Market closed by
the Municipality. 

A rabbit in a cage inside a shop at the birds market.
—Photos by Fouad Al-Shaikh

By Attorney Fajer Ahmed

Legalese

We are in a time that is very different
then what we are used to. Everyone in
the world, regardless of age, color,

gender, religion, nationality and so on, is being
affected, in one way or another. On the bright
side, as I always like to look at the brighter side,
we are all in this together. We are hopefully
doing good for our environment by staying in.
We finally have time to slow down and reflect,
and some of us are getting to spend more time
with family (those working abroad alone, may
God bless you and we hope you get to reunite
with your family soon).

With that said, this is an unusual and unfortu-
nate time for many, bringing out legal concerns
that we have never had before, and therefore,
my email has been flooding with questions from
everyone such as:

Can I be forced to take leave at this time? 
Am I entitled to a bonus for being the only

one from many colleagues working? 
What do I do as a small business owner if I

cannot fulfill orders at this time? 
What do I do if I cannot fulfill a legal obliga-

tion in an agreement?
As a small business, should I pay rent, even

though I am not operating right now?
What are the implications of sharing fake

news or rumors at the current times?
These are all questions that although most

have some legal framework we can follow to
answer, it is still a new time. And as a legal prac-
titioner, I do expect that governments and legal
bodies will intervene and bring about new
frameworks and laws. I will start answering the
above questions in a set of articles starting next
week. You can always send me other concerns
to fajer@ftl-legal.com.

For now though, I do want to say, be aware of
new bylaws that are coming out on a daily basis.
You can get updates on Kuwait Times Instagram
account (@Kuwaittimes). Also, stay home, wash
your hands, spread positivity, be aware of oth-
ers’ needs, and be good and kind to others.

COVID-19 
Legalities - Part 1

DUBAI/RIYADH: The United Arab Emirates said
yesterday it would bar foreign visitors and banned
citizens from going abroad, while Saudi Arabia
included most of its private sector in a work sus-
pension to battle the spread of the coronavirus in
the Gulf region.

Kuwait recorded 12 more cases yesterday,
including six Kuwaitis, an American resident and a
Spanish resident who had all been to Britain. This
took the total number of infections in the six-nation
Gulf Cooperation Council to more than 1,100.

The UAE, a major air transit center and the
region’s tourism and
business hub, yesterday
banned Emiratis from
travelling abroad and said
it would suspend the
issuance of visas on
arrival from today until
further notice. It had
already barred those who
did not qualify for visas
on arrival.

Saudi Arabia and
Kuwait have already been
under virtual lockdown after temporarily suspend-
ing all international flights last week and closing
most public venues. Qatar, which has the highest
number of cases in the Arab Gulf region at 442, and
Oman have banned entry of foreigners.

Muscat, which has also prevented citizens from
travelling abroad, asked travel operators to advise
foreign tourists against staying in the sultanate.
Oman also suspended public transportation,
excluding buses serving remote areas, while Qatar
said 80 percent of government employees would
work from home.

The moves are the latest in a series of excep-
tional measures by Gulf states to combat the out-
break, including cancelling the Umrah pilgrimage in

Saudi Arabia and closing mosques, malls and
restaurants across the region.

Work closures
Saudi Arabia, the largest Arab economy, sus-

pended work in most of the private sector for 15
days and directed businesses to implement
work-from-home policies. The human resource
ministry said businesses should close main
offices, reduce staff levels at secondary loca-
tions, limit staff contact and monitor them for
symptoms of infection.

It outlined exceptions
for companies providing
vital food and health serv-
ices as well as utility serv-
ices for government agen-
cies. Pregnant women,
workers over 55 and those
with severe pre-existing
conditions must be given
14 days additional leave.

Police cars patrolled
streets in several Saudi
cities, asking people to

leave parks and public areas, local media said.
“Young people, you are banned from being in pub-
lic rest areas!” police in the northern Tabuk
province repeatedly said through loudspeakers,
videos posted on social media showed.

Earlier this week, the government suspended
work for public sector employees beyond health
and security and halted its regular cabinet meet-
ings, while the central bank implemented work-
from-home measures for banks.

Oman’s central bank became the latest to offer
stimulus packages to shield the region’s hydrocar-
bon-dependent economies, saying yesterday it
would provide some 8 billion rials ($20.8 billion) in
extra liquidity to banks.

Bahrain evacuates citizens
Many of the cases in the region are linked to

travel to Iran, where the death toll from coronavirus
has hit 1,135 and the number of infections 17,361 so
far. Bahrain, which this week recorded the GCC’s
first death from the disease, will evacuate more citi-
zens from the Iranian city of Mashhad with a sec-
ond repatriation flight scheduled for today, a
Bahraini official told Reuters.

He said the flight, using an Omani aircraft, had
been delayed for a week while quarantine facilities
were being prepared in Bahrain, where a main isola-

tion center has been set up on a barren island linked
to the mainland by a causeway.

Gulf airlines have suspended dozens of routes
as the coronavirus outbreak disrupts global travel.
The UAE still allows entry of foreign diplomats and
residents and foreign visitors can stil l  enter
Bahrain. Qatar and Oman continue to permit transit
flights. Qatar Airways laid off about 200 Filipino
staff in Qatar this week, Phil ippine Labor
Secretary Silvestre Bello told Reuters. Dubai-
based Emirates said it has asked pilots to take
unpaid leave. —Reuters

UAE bars entry to visitors, Saudi
Arabia limits private sector work

DUBAI: A general view of construction projects in Dubai that require a big number of workers and are
currently empty due to fears of the spread of the coronavirus in the Gulf emirate yesterday. —AFP
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Mideast states
must share more
info on coronavirus
cases: WHO
CAIRO/GENEVA: The World Health
Organization (WHO) said yesterday that Middle
East states needed urgently to offer more infor-
mation about coronavirus cases to help bolster
the fight against the disease across the region.

Ahmed Al-Mandhari, WHO Regional Director
for the Eastern Mediterranean, said the region-
al approach to fighting the coronavirus had so
far been “uneven” and that much more should
be done. Improved access to information would
allow the WHO to track its spread closely and
quickly apply proven public health measures,
Mandhari told reporters in a video-conference
briefing.

“Unfortunately, even today, as the situation is
becoming critical, information on cases is insuf-
ficiently communicated by countries to WHO,”
Mandhari said, referring to “under-reporting on
the part of some countries with regard to posi-
tive cases.”

The WHO had seen efforts to strengthen sur-
veillance, scale up testing and support families
who are isolating relatives or in quarantine, he
added, but some states were not fully engaged.
“Frankly we are seeing uneven approaches across
the region. While we have observed impressive
progress in several countries, not all are yet
applying the whole of government and whole of
society approach. The time to act is now. I cannot
stress enough the level of urgency.”

Across much of the region outside Iran - which
is one of the worst affected countries worldwide
- the number of confirmed cases has been rela-
tively low compared to east Asia and Europe but
WHO officials fear real figures could be consider-
ably higher than reported due to a lack of testing
and a prevalence of mild cases.

So far, Mandhari said just over 18,000 cases

had been confirmed in 18 countries in the WHO’s
Eastern Mediterranean region, which includes
Pakistan and Afghanistan as well and Middle
Eastern and North African states. That includes
1,010 deaths in seven countries.

Border closures
Countries have to strike a balance between pro-

tecting health and minimizing economic and social
disruption, he said, adding that border closures that
can impede healthcare supplies and assistance were
not generally recommended.

Two-thirds of countries in the region suffer from
crises that have impacted health systems. Millions
of refugees and displaced people living in camps
could be especially vulnerable. UN agencies have
released guidance about recommended action in
such camps, said Rick Brennan, emergency director
for the region.

At camps in northwest Syria, measures were
being taken to improve surveillance systems, set up
testing and establish isolation facilities for the sick,
as well as accelerating outreach to community about
the risks, he said. Asked about prisons, Brennan
stopped short of advising the mass release of pris-
oners such as in Iran, but said authorities should
implement measures such as spacing out beds within
dormitories and reinforce hygiene measures.

“The general measures around hygiene and
social distancing become even more important in
overcrowded and congested settings such as pris-
ons, camps, dormitories and elsewhere,” said
Brennan.  —Reuters

News in brief

Kout Hotel quarantine sterilized

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Finance is sterilizing and
clearing Al-Kout hotel after the Ministry of Health end-
ed its use of the facility as a quarantine, an official said
yesterday, to prepare for its use by guests. Adel Al-
Mannae, Finance Assistant Undersecretary for Services,
said the sterilization process was underway to hand
over the hotel. Al-Mannane said the process was taking
place in coordination with the ministry of health. The
finance ministry is responsible for the quarantines,
which are sterilized and cleaned once quarantine ends.

Citizens’ evacuation

KUWAIT: Kuwait Airways is ready to receive orders
to evacuate more citizens from abroad, Board
Chairman Youssef Al-Jassem said yesterday. In a press
release, Jassem stressed that the Kuwait Airways’
fleets, staff, and crew members will answer the call of
duty whenever needed. He affirmed that Kuwait
Airways will use all of its assets to serve the Kuwaiti
people in these trying times.

Violators penalized

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Commerce and Industry said
yesterday that three commercial stores and a number of
vegetable vendors’ stands were closed for violating reg-
ulations against the novel coronavirus (COVID-19). The
ministry said in a statement that teams inspected 238
pharmacies, issued 72 penalty notifications to commer-
cial stores for breaching laws and allowed re-opening
nine others after receiving pledges to tackle the viola-
tions. The inspection teams have also examined 23
branches of supply centers for the Flour Mills Company
and bakeries to ensure easy sales and work. It warned
traders against bids to take advantage of the current
extraordinary circumstances in the country.

Legal action

KUWAIT: Since coronavirus emerged in Kuwait, a
total of 23 accounts on social media have been taken to
the Public Prosecution for posting misinformation and
panicking people, said Minister of Information
Mohammad Al-Jabri, adding that his ministry would
resolutely face these accounts for stirring public panic
and tensions. Meanwhile, the minister reassured that
the Gulf country has enough food stock to meet public
needs for several months to come, citing identical
remarks by other ministers in this regard. He added that
all state agencies are on high alert for fighting the novel
coronavirus, with the virus response team trying hard
to put the situation under control.

Stiff measures

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Public Prosecutor Dherar Al-
Asousi warned that stiff measures would be taken
against rumormongers who insist on posting misinfor-
mation and fabrications about coronavirus on social
media, websites and media. He vowed in a press state-
ment that anyone who may circulate false data and
news about measures taken by state agencies to fight
coronavirus, or air posts that could stir public panic or
undermine state homage and public morals would be
inevitably brought to legal accountability. He added
that the Public Prosecution had received several
reports from the ministries of interior and information
against some individuals and websites in this regard.
The top Kuwaiti prosecutor, therefore, urged mass
media and websites to ensure accuracy and to get
information from official sources.  —KUNA

Animal lovers hit
hard by coronavirus
market closures
By Faten Omar  

KUWAIT: Many animals in Kuwait are at risk of
starvation or death after the government closed the
Friday Market due to the coronavirus outbreak. The
closure of the market by the Municipality last week
as a precautionary measure was a blow to pet own-
ers in Kuwait. Many animal lovers in Kuwait were
affected by the decision, as shops that sell whole-
sale animal food were also included in the closure
decision.  

Manar Sahili, who has five cats, told Kuwait
Times that the decision has badly hit her finances. “I
have to now buy food and cat litter at retail prices,
which is expensive. I can’t find bags of cat litter
larger than 10 liters in the market,” she said. Sahili
affirmed that the closure was the right thing to do,
but said pet markets shouldn’t be included because
they are like supermarkets and co-ops. “Animals
need food too,” she argued.  

It seems this decision hasn’t only affected house
pets, but also stray cats and dogs. Alia Al-Qassem,
who has a daily routine of feeding stray cats on the
streets, was frustrated by the decision, saying the
closure made her to be less helpful towards these
poor animals around Kuwait. “Instead of buying
cat or dog food at a reasonable price, I pay a lot of
money for a small amount of food, which means
fewer animals to help. They are living creatures
and the government must reconsider the decision,”
she said.  

“I am seeing many animals on the streets now.
People are abandoning their pets because they are
afraid of the coronavirus, although the World Health
Organization has said pets cannot transmit COVID-
19 to people and there is no evidence that a dog, cat
or any pet can transmit the virus,” Qassem said. She
urged people to wash their hands after handling
animals, their food or waste, and practice good
hygiene and clean up after their pets properly.
Qassem also called on people to help helpless street
animals, because as the coronavirus spreads, stray
cats and dogs cannot find anyone to feed them.  

Meanwhile, many animal activists are hoping the
government will consider the situation of the ani-
mals trapped inside the Friday Market. Workers are
still allowed to enter the place for an hour daily to
feed, water and clean after the animals.


