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Photo of the Day

KUWAIT: A silhouette of Kuwait City’s skyline taken from Doha in this file photo. — Photo by Mustafa Kankroliwala (KUNA)

By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: Taxi drivers are supposed to benefit
from the suspension of public transportation in
Kuwait (KPTC, Citybus and KGL), but this is not
the case. According to a cabbie named Murthi,
they hardly get passengers, and if they do, it’s
barely enough for sustaining daily fuel and food
expenses. “How can we benefit if there are no
passengers? Compared to regular days, we are
struggling hard because we do not have regular
passengers. If this situation continues, we’ll end
up on the streets,” he told Kuwait Times. 

“How can we pay our house rent? How can
we have food on the table? The worst thing is
that taxi operators still want to be paid daily. I
have to pay KD 7.5 daily - I went to my boss
yesterday to ask for help and if he could extend
the payment duration since we do not have much
customers. But he didn’t listen and threatened to
throw us in jail if we do not make the payment,”
Murthi lamented. “All we ask is to at least give us
more time to pay the amount - it’s hard to pro-
duce KD 7.5 daily nowadays.”

In Kuwait, many taxi operators and compa-
nies own the cabs, and provide them to drivers in
return for a daily payment. Very few taxi compa-
nies hire drivers on a regular monthly salary.
“We are appealing to anyone who can help us. I
hope the government intervenes and waives this
amount for two months like some have done with
house rents,” he said.

James, another taxi driver, also hoped his taxi
company will heed the demands of many of his
colleagues. “I hope the government will oblige
taxi operators to stop collecting the money dur-
ing these slow days. Business is down and we

need some relief as well,” he said.
“There are few passengers now, and those

that are taking taxis are low-income workers,
because those who are still working have cars.
Many people who are still reporting to work are
menial laborers - they cannot afford to pay even
KD 1.5. So we encourage them to share a cab;
but remember, only three passengers are allowed
in a taxi, so we cannot do more and need the
support of the government,” James said.

Taxi drivers hope daily payment
will be waived by operators 

KUWAIT: Taxi cars lined up at open yards in Kuwait
yesterday.

Kuwait oil
price down
to $31.89 pb
KUWAIT: The price of Kuwaiti crude oil dropped
27 cents to $31.89 per barrel Tuesday against
$32.16 pb Monday, Kuwait Petroleum Corporation
(KPC) said yesterday. In global markets, crude oil
price dropped below $30 pb Tuesday amid eco-
nomic growth stagnation and falling demand for the
oil due to a market glut and ongoing jitters world-
wide, caused by the novel coronavirus (COVID-19).
Energy demand drastically dropped after many
states took stringent measures to try stem spread of
the virus that has taken 7,500 lives.

Countries closed border checkpoints, ports and
airports and advised citizens to restrict movement
locally and across borders except for vital necessi-
ties. Meanwhile, forward contracts of the Brent
crude decreased $1.32 settling at $28.73 pb. It was
the first time that the crude benchmark closed lower
than $30 pb since 2016. American West Texas
Intermediate crude fell $1.75 to $26.95 pb. Saudi
Energy Ministry announced on Tuesday that the
kingdom exports of the crude oil would increase to

more than 10 million barrels per day.
The OPEC daily basket price went down 27

cents a barrel on Tuesday to settle at $30.36 pb,
compared with $30.63 pb the day before, the
organization said yesterday. The annual average of
the OPEC basket price hit $52.43 pb last year, it
said in its daily bulletin.The OPEC Reference
Basket of Crudes (ORB) is made up of Saharan
Blend (Algeria), Girassol (Angola), Djeno (Congo),
Oriente (Ecuador), Zafiro (Equatorial Guinea), Rabi
Light (Gabon), Iran Heavy (Islamic Republic of
Iran), Basra Light (Iraq), Kuwait Export (Kuwait),
Es Sider (Libya), Bonny Light (Nigeria), Arab Light
(Saudi Arabia), Murban (UAE) and Merey
(Venezuela). —KUNA


