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Brady announces departure from Patriots 

LOS ANGELES: Tom Brady announced his departure
from the New England Patriots yesterday, ending a glit-
tering 20-year run with the franchise which saw him be-
come the most successful quarterback in NFL history.

Brady, 42, confirmed his departure in a series of
posts on social media but did not divulge where he will
play next season. “Although my football journey will
take place elsewhere, I appreciate everything that we
have achieved and am grateful for our incredible TEAM
accomplishments,” Brady said in a statement.

“I don’t know what my football future holds but it is
time for me to open a new stage for my life and career,”
he added. Brady is widely regarded as the greatest
quarterback in NFL history, winning a record six Super
Bowl titles in a career with the Patriots that has
spanned three decades.

He has won a record four Super Bowl MVP awards
and has been the NFL’s season MVP three times — in
2007, 2010 and 2017. He is also the oldest quarterback
to win a Super Bowl, guiding the Patriots to victory
over the Los Angeles Rams last year at the age of 41.

Brady’s nine total Super Bowl appearances are also
a record for any NFL player, a testament to his remark-
able longevity. His departure from New England ends
one of the NFL’s iconic double-acts, with Patriots head
coach Bill Belichick.

Belichick has been in charge
in New England from the start of
Brady’s career, plucking him
from obscurity with the 199th
pick of the 2000 NFL draft and
moulding the youngster into a
champion quarterback.

Brady has repeatedly stated
that he plans to play until his
mid-40s but speculation about
his future had raged after he failed to reach agreement
with the Patriots about an extension last year.

BELICHICK RIFT 
Brady’s relationship with Belichick has also report-

edly come under strain in recent seasons, with the

quarterback increasingly at odds with the coach’s aus-
tere, tough-love management style.

Nevertheless, Brady had remained close to the Pa-
triots billionaire owner Robert Kraft, who told ESPN

yesterday that he viewed the
quarterback like a son. “It’s not
the way I want it to end, but I
want him to do what is in his
best personal interest,” Kraft
told ESPN. 

“After 20 years with us, he
has earned that right. I love him
like a son.” Brady was also visi-
bly frustrated during what
turned out to be his final season

with the Patriots, often operating with an inexperienced
receiving corps and badly missing the presence of re-
tired tight end Rob Gronkowski.

The Patriots were bundled out in the wildcard round
of the playoffs in January, suffering an upset defeat 20-
13 defeat at home to the Tennessee Titans. Since that

playoff exit, Brady has been tightlipped about his fu-
ture although a number of teams have reportedly been
targeting him ahead of the start of free agency, which
gets under way today.

He had been linked with a possible move to Ten-
nessee but that option was taken off the table when the
Titans reportedly opted to retain Ryan Tannehill in-
stead. With the Titans out of the picture, three teams
are seen as the likeliest options for Brady — the Tampa
Bay Buccaneers, the Los Angeles Chargers and the Las
Vegas Raiders. While a move to Tampa Bay would be
seen as a marked step down — they have not reached
the playoffs since 2007 — both the Raiders and
Chargers might be attractive to Brady for different rea-
sons.

The Raiders will start next season in their sparkling
new stadium in Las Vegas while the Chargers, who split
with veteran quarterback Philip Rivers at the end of last
season, are also looking to make a marquee statement
as they prepare to move into their new $4.9 billion SoFi
Stadium home in Los Angeles. — AFP

TOKYO: Tokyo 2020 organisers said yesterday they
had taken the “heartbreaking” decision to scale back
parts of the Olympic torch relay due to the coronavirus,
but stressed that spectators would still be allowed to
watch from the roadside.

Chief executive Toshiro Muto told reporters that the
“grand start” of the torch relay from the disaster-hit
Fukushima province would take place without specta-
tors “in order to prevent the spread of infections”.

Any spectators who are feeling unwell will be asked
not to watch from the roadside and torch-bearers with
high temperatures will be barred from taking part,
Tokyo 2020 said. “Please be careful to avoid forming
crowds,” organisers urged, saying the programme could
be changed in the event of “excessive congestion”.

The moves come as doubts increase whether the
Games can open as planned on July 24, with the coro-
navirus decimating the global sports calendar, including
Olympic qualifying events, and curtailing international
travel.

Muto reiterated the Olympics would go ahead “as
planned”, although he acknowledged that “situations
are changing from hour to hour”. “It is heartbreaking for
us,” said Muto, referring to the changes to the relay.

Ceremonies to mark the flame’s arrival at its final
destination each day, as well as departure ceremonies,
will take place without fans. So-called “welcome pro-
grammes” by local municipalities will be scrapped.

The flame is set to arrive on March 20, in Miyagi
prefecture north of Tokyo, after the traditional lighting
ceremony in Greece took place without spectators.
Only 100 accredited guests from the International
Olympic Committee and the Tokyo 2020 Organising
Committee, compared to the 700 planned originally,
were allowed to attend the ceremony.

Greece then cancelled its leg of the torch relay after
large crowds gathered to see the flame, despite re-
peated pleas to stay away. Hollywood actor Gerard
Butler, who starred as the ancient Spartan King

Leonidas in the 2007 epic “300”, was mobbed as he lit
a cauldron in the city of Sparta.

‘SERIOUS PROBLEMS’ 
Japanese Olympic organisers had already scaled

down festivities to celebrate the flame’s arrival at a mil-
itary base, scrapping plans to involve 200 children. The
Japan leg of the relay will kick off on March 26 from the
“J-Village” sports complex, which was used as an op-
erational base by workers scrambling to contain the
crippled Fukushima nuclear reactors after the 2011
earthquake and tsunami.

Japan has chosen the remote towns surrounding the
Fukushima nuclear plant for the start of the relay to
showcase the region’s reconstruction.

Japanese officials have touted the summer Games as
the “recovery Olympics”, hoping to draw global atten-
tion and a sense of optimism to the region.

The relay will tour the nation and will end in Tokyo,
more than 200 kilometres (120 miles) away from
Fukushima. However, as the coronavirus continues its
relentless march across the world, polls in the Japanese
media suggest people increasingly believe it would be
better to postpone the Olympics.

In a survey published yesterday, the Asahi Shimbun
newspaper said 63 percent believed the Games should
be postponed, while 23 percent said the Games should
continue as scheduled. Prime Minister Shinzo Abe and
Tokyo governor Yuriko Koike have insisted prepara-
tions for the Games are going ahead as planned, with
the latter saying a cancellation is “unthinkable”.

After a telephone meeting with other Group of
Seven leaders on Monday, Abe said he had received
their support to hold the Olympics “in its complete for-
mat” as a “symbol of mankind’s victory” over the virus.

However, the decision rests with the International
Olympic Committee (IOC), whose head Thomas Bach
has stressed he will follow World Health Organization
(WHO) recommendations regarding a possible post-
ponement.

But he has also acknowledged that the cancellation
of qualifying events was posing “serious problems”. The
IOC is scheduled to hold high-level talks on Tuesday
before holding conference calls with sports organisa-
tions to discuss various issues, including qualifying.

Japan has seen 824 cases and 28 deaths related to
the coronavirus outbreak, classified as a pandemic by
the WHO. —AFP
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KANSAS CITY: File photo Tom Brady(L) of the New England Patriots talks with Hall of Famer Joe Montana prior to Super Bowl LIV between the San Francisco 49ers and the Kansas City Chiefs at Hard Rock Stadium on
February 2, 2020. Brady announced his departure from the New England Patriots yesterday.—AFP
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