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Lawmakers yesterday called on Interior Minister 

Anas Al-Saleh for the need to deport between 
100,000 and 160,000 expats living illegally in the 
country by providing them with an amnesty and a 
free air ticket. Meanwhile, Saleh again warned peo-
ple to stay away from gatherings, especially wed-
dings and diwaniyas, or face the possibility of living 
under curfew, insisting that it remains an option. 

The issues came up during a meeting between 
some 20 MPs and Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-
Ghanem and Saleh to discuss several issues related 
to the coronavirus measures. MP Abdullah Al-
Kandari said there are 160,000 illegal residents in 
the country and “work is ongoing to provide them 
with facilities to leave the country”. 

MP Adel Al-Damkhi said MPs discussed with the 
interior minister the issue of the demographic struc-
ture and demanded that residential areas with “bache-
lors” should be cordoned off. MP Yousef Al-Fadhalah 
said lawmakers called on the minister to deport illegal 
expats and a meeting will be held with the minister of 
social affairs today or tomorrow over the issue. 

MP Saadoun Hammad said the government gave 
provisional approval to defer repaying of loans for 
six months, adding that MPs demanded ending the 
school year now and deporting illegal expats, 

adding that there is a proposal to offer them free air 
tickets. Ghanem said MPs called on the government 
during the meeting to defer loan repayments for six 
months and expressed hope the response will be 
positive. The meeting also discussed repatriating 
thousands of Kuwaitis from abroad, which has been 
delayed until the government can prepare enough 
quarantine sites to keep them. 

The health ministry meanwhile announced seven 
new cases, raising the total number to 130, of whom 
12 have recovered and were discharged. Of the 118 
cases under observation, four remain in the inten-
sive care unit. Health Ministry Spokesman Dr 
Abdullah Al-Sanad said all the seven new cases are 
of Kuwaiti citizens returning from the UK.  

Sanad warned the slightest sign of easing up in 
the fight against COVID-19 will spell danger and 
catastrophe for the Kuwaiti society. He affirmed 
individuals and institutions have a shared responsi-
bility in protecting the society from the menace of 
coronavirus, indicating that so far, measures carried 
out in Kuwait call for optimism and hope. Sanad 
pointed out that all members of the health force are 
following proper protocols in addressing any situa-
tion connected with COVID-19, indicating that 
efforts have been successful in managing the crisis. 

The ministry of health said in a new statement 
yesterday said that people coming from 12 coun-
tries - Britain, China, Egypt, France, Germany, Hong 
Kong, Iran, Iraq, Italy, South Korea, Spain and the 
United States will be quarantined. It called on peo-
ple coming from all other countries to stay at home 
for 14 days and not to go to work. It advised them 
also to contact the ministry on the hotline 151.
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needed personnel; and by developing life-saving 

medical interventions. 
All of us have a responsibility, too - to follow med-

ical advice and take simple, practical steps recom-
mended by health authorities. In addition to being a 
public health crisis, the virus is infecting the global 
economy. Financial markets have been hard hit by the 
uncertainty.  Global supply chains have been disrupted.  
Investment and consumer demand have plunged - with 
a real and rising risk of a global recession.   

United Nations economists estimate that the virus 

could cost the global economy at least $1 trillion this 
year - and perhaps far more. No country can do it 
alone. More than ever, governments must cooperate to 
revitalize economies, expand public investment, boost 
trade, and ensure targeted support for the people and 
communities most affected by the disease or more vul-
nerable to the negative economic impacts - including 
women who often shoulder a disproportionate burden 
of care work.  

A pandemic drives home the essential interconnect-
edness of our human family.  Preventing the further 
spread of COVID-19 is a shared responsibility for us 
all. The United Nations - including the World Health 
Organization - is fully mobilized. As part of our human 
family, we are working 24/7 with governments, provid-
ing international guidance, helping the world take on 
this threat.  

We are in this together - and we will get through 
this, together. 

COVID-19: We  
will come through...
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Keszierska said her team’s research was “an impor-

tant step in understanding recovery from COVID-19. 
“We have verifiable results in more patients with mod-
erate disease. Now we can ask the question: what is 
different or missing in people who are fatally ill?” She 
said the findings had two practical applications. First, it 
will help virologists develop a vaccine because the 
goal in vaccination is to replicate the body’s natural 
immune response to viruses. 

The team identified four distinct immune-cell 
populations in the COVID-19 patient’s blood as she 
underwent recovery. Kedzierska said these were 
“very similar to what we see in patients with 
influenza”. Although it kills hundreds of thousands 
of people annually, a broadly effective vaccine 
exists against influenza. 

The second practical application is screening, said 
Kedzierska. Their observations could also help health 
authorities make better predictions in future disease 
outbreaks about who is most at risk. These immune 
system “markers” could in theory predict with greater 
accuracy which patients are likely to have mild symp-
toms and which are at risk of dying. The majority of 
COVID-19 deaths occur in patients who are elderly or 
have existing medical conditions, such as heart disease 
and diabetes.  

Children, on the other hand, appear to show few or 
no symptoms. Kedzierska said more research was 
needed to work out why, but the immune system does 
naturally slow down as people age. Sharon Lewin, 
director of the Doherty Institute and one of the world’s 
leading infectious diseases experts, told AFP that the 
study results were promising. “It shows that the body 
makes a very good and powerful immune response to 
virus and it is associated with symptom clearing,” she 
said. “Hopefully now we can fish out those antibodies 
and grow them up to scale,” she said. 

Meanwhile, wearing masks and gloves as a precau-
tion against coronavirus is ineffective, unnecessary for 
the vast majority of people, and may even spread 
infections faster, experts said yesterday. While near-
total lockdowns have been imposed in Italy, Spain and 
now France, the World Health Organization’s advice 
has remained unchanged since the start of the global 
outbreak: Wash your hands, don’t touch your face, and 
keep your distance.  

The WHO says it is advisable to wear a protective 
mask in public if you suspect you are infected or 
someone you are caring for is, in which case the 
advice is to stay home whenever possible. “There are 
limits to how a mask can protect you from being 
infected and we’ve said the most important thing 
everyone can do is wash your hands, keep your hands 
away from your face, observe very precise hygiene,” 
said WHO’s emergencies director Mike Ryan. 

The advice is all the more urgent given the WHO’s 
estimate that health workers worldwide will need at 
least 89 million masks every month to treat COVID-
19 cases. There are already shortages of masks for 
medical professionals around the world, a problem 
that could get worse as the pandemic drags on. But 
the message about masks hasn’t reached everyone. 
“I’m surprised to see through the window in my min-
istry lots of people in the street wearing masks when 
that doesn’t correspond to our recommendations,” 
French health minister Olivier Veran said Monday. 

Mariam, 35, told AFP that she was wearing a mask 
because she has an elderly mother. “Just in case,” 
said Mariam, who was also sporting latex gloves. 
Mariam, who didn’t want to give her last name, she 
said she got her mask from “a friend’s mother who 
works in a hospital”.  

As well as hoovering up stocks sorely needed by 
medical professionals, experts say masks can give 
people who wear them a false sense of security. For 
example, many people who wear them don’t follow the 
official advice of washing their hands thoroughly first, 
ensuring it’s air tight and not to touch it once it’s on. 
“People are always readjusting their masks and that 
has the potential to contaminate them,” said France’s 
head of health, Jerome Salomon. “If someone has come 
across the virus, it’s surely going to be on the mask.” 

Gloves, similarly, don’t greatly heighten protection 
and could even end up making you sick. “If people 
cannot stop touching their face, gloves will not serve a 
purpose,” Amesh Adalja, from Johns Hopkins Center 
for Health Security, told AFP. One 2015 study in the 
American Journal of Infection control found that peo-
ple touch their face on average 20 times an hour. The 
novel coronavirus is transmitted via skin contact, 
transferring infected globules of mucus via the ears, 
eyes or nose.  

“Gloves are not a substitute for washing your 
hands,” said Adalja, adding that surgical gloves should 
only be used in a medical setting. Plus, said Veran: “If 
you’re wearing gloves you’re not washing your hands.” 
For one Paris resident, Oriane, 32, this is not a problem. 
“I wash my gloves,” she said, gesturing to her bright 
blue surgical mitts. — AFP  
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East Azerbaijan with 78. “As of this morning, 

more than 15 million of our countrymen have been 
screened” for symptoms, he said. 

The official reiterated calls for Iranians to stay 
at home during the outbreak and asked them to 
report possible symptoms on a ministry website. 
The website identifies the individual using their 
national identity number and asks if they have 
symptoms such as coughing or fever. It also asks if 
anyone suspected of having the virus, under treat-
ment or recently recovered lives with them. If the 
symptoms are not serious, it advises them to stay 
at home and tells them where the nearest health-
care center is located. 

Jordan has announced a lockdown beginning 
today, ordering all citizens to stay in their homes 
apart from emergencies and banning travel between 
provinces, to fight the coronavirus outbreak. Troops 
were deployed at the entrances of cities yesterday 
to help impose the measures when they take effect 
the following day, the army said. 

The kingdom, which has already shuttered shops 
and closed its borders to halt the spread of coron-
avirus, is expected to issue a royal decree declaring 
a state of emergency that will give the authorities 
widespread power to control movement. Jordan has 
closed land and sea border crossings with Syria, 
Iraq, Egypt and Israel, and suspended all incoming 
and outgoing flights. Only cargo flights and com-
mercial overland shipments will be allowed in and 
out of the country. 

Prime Minister Omar Razzaz visited a grain silo 
and said there were enough strategic stocks to feed 
the country for months, in an attempt to assure pan-
icky Jordanians who have been hoarding food. 
Energy officials said gasoline stocks would cover 
60 days’ supply in a country that imports all its fuel. 
The cabinet announced the closure of all govern-
ment agencies except hospitals from today and 

ordered private firms to also close their offices and 
send employees home. 

All shops in malls would be shut apart from those 
selling food and medicine. Gatherings of more than 
10 people will be banned. The public security 
department said it would use force if necessary 
against anyone resisting these government deci-
sions. Jordan’s government suspended trading in the 
Amman Stock Exchange (ASE) from yesterday until 
further notice, after the market plunged in recent 
days to levels not seen in more than 17 years.  

Egypt has placed over 300 families under quar-
antine in a Delta village to stem the spread of the 
new coronavirus after two deaths were recorded 
this month originating from the area. “We have 
confined more than 300 families to their homes 
where they will remain in quarantine,” Health 
Minister Hala Zayed told late-night television host 
Amr Adib on Monday. 

Without naming the village in Daqahliya gover-
norate, 150 km north of Cairo in the fertile Delta, 
she explained that “cleansing procedures” were 
undertaken to prevent further infections and that 
other “touristic” governorates would also be shut 
down in coming days. The “heightened” measures 
come after Egypt recorded two new deaths, with 
the toll now rising to four. 

The health ministry said Monday that an 
Egyptian man aged 50 died after coming into con-
tact with a 72-year-old woman, who succumbed on 
March 12 from COVID-19, hailing from the same 
Daqahliya village now under quarantine. The other 
death was of a German man, 72, in Luxor, the site of 
coronavirus cases originating on a Nile cruise boat 
that was later quarantined. 

Egypt’s total confirmed virus cases stands at 
166 after the ministry reported 40 new cases, 35 of 
them Egyptians and five foreigners of various 
nationalities. The country said it would suspend all 
flights starting tomorrow until the end of the 
month to try to reduce the rate of infections from 
the global outbreak. Prime Minister Mostafa 
Madbouly urged Egyptians on Monday to “stay 
put” in their homes and avoid “panic shopping”, 
saying the state had ample reserves of food items 
and other basic products. — Agencies 

Saudi shuts 
mosques...

BAGHDAD: Iraqi President Barham Saleh (left) meets Prime Minister-designate Adnan Al-Zurfi yesterday. — AFP 
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associated in the minds of people as a symbol of 

safety,” Steven Taylor, author of “The Psychology of 
Pandemics” told AFP. “People feel the need to do 
something to keep themselves and their family safe, 
because what else can they do apart from wash 
their hands and self-isolate?” added the psychiatry 
professor at the University of British Columbia. 

Another theory Taylor put forward is rooted in 
our evolutionary aversion to things which disgust 
us, heightened when people feel threatened with 
infection. “And so I think this is one reason they 
latched on to the toilet paper, because it’s a means 
of avoiding disgust.” Economists have also suggest-
ed people may be trying to eliminate one risk that is 
relatively easy and superficial, rather than doing 
something more costly that may reduce their risk a 
greater amount. This is known as “Zero risk bias”. 

“My guess is we want to feel in control and have 
limited budgets,” said Farasat Bokhari, a health 
economist at the University of East Anglia in Great 
Britain. “So we go buy something that is cheap to 
buy, that we can store, and we know at the back of 
our minds that we are going to use anyway,” he 
said.  A more expensive but necessary item to stock 
might be non-perishable food - but if frozen meals, 

canned foods and ramen aren’t exactly your 
favorites, you could be stuck with a big bill for items 
you eventually throw away, should the worst fail to 
materialize. 

According to Taylor, many of the behaviors we 
see now also occurred in previous pandemics, 
including the Spanish flu in 1918, which killed almost 
700,000 Americans and sent panicked citizens to 
stores and pharmacies to hoard goods. Some at the 
time even floated the conspiracy theory the virus 
may have been a bioweapon devised by Germany. 
The new coronavirus has been called a Chinese 
weapon and an American bioweapon, depending on 
who is making the accusation. 

One key difference between the current pan-
demic and those before it is the ubiquity of social 
media - the swine flu pandemic of 2009 happened 
when the medium was still relatively new - and 
Taylor sees both pluses and negatives. “That’s 
enabled the reverberations of dramatic images and 
videos throughout the world, inflating people’s 
sense of threat and urgency,” said Taylor. On the 
other hand, “Social media can be great for social 
support, particularly if you’re in self isolation.” 

So are we destined for a breakdown in social 
cohesion if the pandemic stretches out? History 
says no, said Taylor. “Rioting and bad behavior in 
previous pandemics has been relatively uncommon 
- it has happened, there have been outbreaks, but 
the main response has been one of order, of people 
coming together, of solidarity, helping each other 
out and doing their best as a community to deal 
with this.” — AFP 

Psychology  
behind toilet...

BAGHDAD: Iraq’s president yesterday named pro-
Western lawmaker Adnan Zurfi, a former Najaf city 
governor, as the next prime minister, tasked with 
ruling a country hit by military unrest, street 
protests and the coronavirus outbreak. The nomina-
tion came hours after two rockets hit an Iraqi mili-
tary base hosting US-led coalition and NATO 
troops, the third such attack within a week, without 
causing casualties according to military officials. 

Lawmaker Zurfi, 54, is the former governor of the 
Shiite holy city of Najaf and once belonged to the 
Dawa party, an opposition force to ex-dictator 
Saddam Hussein who was ousted in the 2003 US-
led invasion. Zurfi is an Iraqi-US dual national who 
would have to renounce his American citizenship to 
take up the premiership, which is yet to be con-
firmed by parliament.  

President Barham Saleh said he had nominated 
Zurfi to replace outgoing premier Adel Abdel 
Mahdi, who resigned in December amid Iraq’s 
unprecedented wave of anti-government rallies. 
Zurfi, a member of the Nasr coalition led by ex-PM 
Haider al-Abadi, now has 30 days to pull together a 
government.  

While he is likely to have the backing of some 
Shiite parties and the Kurdish and Sunni factions, he 
was quickly rejected by the powerful Fatah bloc, 
parliament’s second-largest. “We reject the presi-
dent’s unconstitutional step,” said a statement by 
Fatah, the political arm of the Hashed Al-Shaabi mil-
itary network that includes factions allied with 

Washington’s arch-foe Tehran. Zurfi’s nomination 
comes at an especially tumultuous time for Iraq, 
which has been battered by almost six months of 
street protests, collapsing oil prices, the novel coro-
navirus outbreak and the renewed rocket attacks, 
which Washington blames on pro-Iranian forces. A 
senior Iraqi government source told AFP that politi-
cal factions had intensely debated names for days, 
seeking a “non-confrontational” figure. 

An earlier nominee, Mohammad Allawi, had 
failed to form a cabinet by March 2, triggering a 
new 15-day deadline for Saleh that was set to end 
late yesterday. The president’s announcement came 
just hours after the two rockets hit the Besmaya 
base about 60 km south of Baghdad, according to 
the Iraqi military, the US-led coalition and NATO, 
all of which have forces stationed there. 

US-led coalition sources said later they would 
redeploy hundreds of troops from bases in Iraq, 
sending some of them outside the country, but 
denied the move was a response to the recent spike 
in rocket attacks. “The coalition is re-positioning 
troops from a few smaller bases,” said coalition 
spokesman Myles Caggins. The first redeployment 
was taking place yesterday from Qaim, the western 
base along the border with Syria, a coalition official 
told AFP.  

“A transfer ceremony is taking place today to 
hand over the facilities to Iraqi forces, and the intent 
is that all coalition troops will be leaving Qaim,” the 
official said. — AFP 

Iraq names new PM as rockets  
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